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Preface

Preface

International humanitarian law (IHL), also known as law of
war or law of armed conflicts is a set of international rules, es-
tablished by treaties or customs, which is specifically intended
to solve humanitarian problems directly arising from interna-
tional or non-international armed conflicts. It protects persons
and property that are, or may be, affected by armed conflict
and limits the rights of the parties to a conflict to use methods
and means of warfare of their choice. The codification of IHL
dates back to Henry Dunant’s spontaneous gesture in helping
the victims left unassisted after the bloody battle of Solferino
(1859) . Reflection followed very closely upon this action. To
make it possible to assist victims of conflicts and make such
assistance standard practice, medical personnel needed to have
a status guaranteeing them protection in the midst of fighting.

He had for that reason to appeal to the States which, once won
over, adopted the first Geneva Convention for the Amelioration
of the Condition of the Wounded in Armies in the Field in 1864.

Since then, the number of IHL treaties has largely increased.
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Close to 100 legal instruments are now considered as part of
IHL, the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional
Protocols of 1977 constituting the backbone of modern interna-
tional humanitarian law. The scope of IHL treaties has been ex-
tended to cover not only international but as well non - interna-
tional armed conflicts. IHL includes not only treaties related to
the protection of certain categories of persons but as well trea-
ties limiting or prohibiting weapons causing unnecessary suffer-
ing or of indiscriminate nature and those dealing with the re-

pression of its most serious violations, such as the ICC Statute.

The development of IHL reflects the clear will of the interna-
tional community to put limits to armed conflicts by avoiding
their worst consequences. In order to build respect for IHL, it
is essential to explain its meaning and the obligations it places

on those who must comply with it.

I am therefore especially glad and honored to introduce the
publication of the Collection of Articles on International Hu-
manitarian Law, initiated by the prestigious Wuhan University
and sponsored by the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) . It mainly gathers contribution by Chinese scholars
on a wide range of important and contemporary IHL issues,
such as the relationship between IHL and human rights law,
customary IHL, cluster munitions, and cultural property. The
report on “International Humanitarian law and the Challenges
of Contemporary Armed Conflicts” prepared by the ICRC for
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the 31st International Conference of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent in 2011 was also included. The collective endeavor of
the authors in this fine publication contributes to a better un-
derstanding of IHL in China.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an
impartial, neutral and independent organization with an exclu-
sively humanitarian mandate to protect the lives and dignity of
victims of war and internal violence and to provide them with
assistance. One way in which the ICRC does this is to ensure
respect for the rights of people affected. That involves actively
promoting IHL toward Governments, towards armed forces and

weapon bearers, and via education programs.

The promotion of IHL is a core ICRC activity, based on its
mandate under the Geneva Conventions and the Statutes of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. Universi-
ties are key partners in building respect for the law. By encour-
aging universities to offer courses in IHL and by supporting lec-
turers who teach it, the ICRC reaches out to the leaders of to-

moIrow.

In September 2005, the ICRC moved its regional delegation for
East Asia to Beijing. This has allowed us, over the past six
years, to advance the cooperation with the Chinese authorities
as well as with academic circles. Several seminars have been

conducted by the ICRC delegation in cooperation with the Chi-
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nese authorities and the Chinese Society of International Law.
Six teachers training programs and two advanced summer cour-
ses have taken place aimed at over one hundred university pro-
fessors. An IHL moot competition is organized on a yearly ba-
sis for students since 2007. An increasing number of Universi-
ties have participated (26 in 2012) with notable enhanced per-
formances of students every year. In 2008, the Chinese Nation-
al Committee on IHL was established. It is expected to facili-
tate the efforts already undertaken for the dissemination and
implementation of IHL in China.

With this new review on IHL, Chinese professors, scholars as
well as student add another stone to the increased knowledge
of THL in China. We do welcome this initiative and congratulate
the Chinese IHL academic circle for offering this great opportu-
nity.

(>4

Vincent Cassard
Deputy Head of Delegation
Regional Delegation for East Asia

International Committee of the Red Cross
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