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A Little Box
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%w of the commonest of tasks looks long and tiresome
till begun. To use your wits, is all it asks; Start doing, and it’s done.

They brought John Brown a box, fresh from the workman’s
hands. *Twas work that took the eye, so neatly, cleanly done; This
charming little box delighted everyone. Then in comes will: — Oh
yes, these things he understands; He glances at the box. “This box
has got some trick; You see it has no lock; And yet I warrant you,
I’ll have it open quick; You boobies over there, don’t mock! Just

wait! I’ll find the catch, then show the trick to you. In matters of
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this kind I know a thing or two”

He sets to work, leaves nothing untried; He turns it round on
every side; He guesses and he guesses; One knob and then the next,
and then the handle presses. John looks at him and all the while just
shakes his head, and James and Ned Whisper among themselves
and smile. From time to time some onlooker will say:

“Not that way ! No, not there !”

But harder still and harder he puzzles, he perspires, till damped
is all his ardour; He gives it up and puts it on the shelf. And why not
raise the lid? He never tried that way ! This was a box that opened

of itself.
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Parnassus
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%n out of Greece they drove the gods of ancient days
and portioned out their land to folks of common kind, Parnassus to
some farmer was assigned, who on the sacred mount put asses out
to graze. These asses somehow came to know that Muses lived
there along ago. To all the herd ’twas very clear why master sent

them out up here. “The Muses are played out,” they said. “It’s us
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they want to sing instead.” “Why then, come on, ” says one, “now
make a lusty start; I’ll strike up first, and each must take his part; no
shyness, boys!” twould be absurd! We’ll chant the glories of our
herd; Louder, ay, loudcr than the sisters nine, we’ll form the asses’
choir and raise out hymn divine. And if some wilful voice outside
our canons passes, we’ll keep this golden rule, which ass-like I may
call; —whoever has a voice that fails to please us asses, he shall
not sing up here at all. This cunning, quaint and curious speech
appealéd in ass-like way to each; and such a discord rose from all
the noisy throng, as if a train of wagons rolled along on twenty
thousand wheels, and each one wanting grease. How ended this
uproarious glorious song? Their master, for his peace, bade drive
them from Parnassus to the stable. I hope no ass my nose will pull,
If with a trite remark I end this fable; once you have an empty skull,
no post you get will make it full.
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Bullfinch and Hedgehog
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gzibullﬁnch, shy and fond of solitude, chirps to himself
one morn, in merry mood; No thought of listeners, nor even of
anything: he simply feels inclined to sing! Just then, in pride and
majesty, the radiant Phoebus from the sea the horizon scales; He
seems to bring with him new life for each and all. To greet the
glowing ball, the thickets echo to the choir of nightingales.

My bullfinch stops. “Oh dear!” A hedgehog murmurs with a
sneer, “your song I do not hear!”

‘Alas, my little voice is not so good, that I can honour Phoebus



SRR LRI



AR

G hbictid Wil " ki ": 4 F i S : oo arind <

as I should,’ Poor Bully answers in despair; “Of him, with notes like
mine, to sing I would not dare.”

And I my bird’s affliction share that, Pindar’s lyre denied, my

voice I dare not raise in Alexander’s praise.
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