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This book, called Popular Spoken English,is comprised of 16 units
together with mid-term and final exams, which cover the topics of uni students’
concerns, like animals, fruit, vegetables, meat, seafood, food, drinks, sports,
holidays and festivals. These familiar topics also include new features.

Popular Spoken English is designed for college intermediate-level
learners. The purpose of this book is to help students update their current level
of spoken English. Put simply, they will be able to learn everyday vocabulary,
popular phrases, useful expressions, sentence patterns, English songs and
proverbs. Moreover, it will help studerfs not only learn language points,
but also know how to use them in a real setting. In particular, it will help
students develop their own learning method for spoken English, encourage
their interests, and draw out their own life experiences by recycling language

contents.

The book Popular Spoken English is divided into 16 units. Its distinguishing
features are shown as follows:

1. Style: Informal spoken English.

2. Phrases: Popular or fashionable phrases.

3. Varieties of English: English learners will taste the varieties of
English within these 16 units, such as American English and British English.

4. Units Link: Each unit is an individual and a complete lesson, but has a
connection with the previous unit and continues its story to the next one. Thus,
when all the units are seen together, they form a complete story.

5. Dialogue Length: Each dialog begins with only a one-page
conversation. This will help learners have a better understanding of the format
in other units once familiar with the first unit.
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6. Critical Thinking: Each unit has its established theme topic. After
reading the given article, learners are expecfde to conduct the prepared and
impromptu speeches. on the basis of your individual viewpoints. By doing
so, it will encourage the development of their confidence in their ability in a
meaningful, yet still controlled and systematic manner.

7. Pick ‘n” Mix: This secfion provides more exercises, such as:English
songs, proverbs, life instructions, and articles of daily use. It will truly broaden
one’s horizon of English comprehension and provide one with an opportunity to
speak appropriately in a variety of situations in which English is the medium of
communication.

Altogether, there are eleven regular columns for each unit:

1. Preview of Dialogue: Gives learners a quick idea about the contents.

2. Study Objective: Provides learners with a vision of each unit’s goal.

3. Language Focus: Focuses on both explanations of popular phrases
and practice of sentence patterns.

4. Dialogue: Each conversation is designed to give learners a chance to
familiarize themselves with the language to be practiced.

5. Dialogue Focus: Includes a) Comprehension questions; and b) Points
of interest.

6. Topic-related Words and Phrases: In each unit, there are 60 topic-
related vocabulary associated with daily life.

7. Practice: Provides learners with an actual use or performance of the
language points learned from the previous sections.

8. Games: Gives learners an opportunity to compare their thoughts about
learning, and exchange ideas and information. In fact, playing games is often
the best way for learners to learn.

9. Critical Thinking: Allows students to talk about their own
experiences with current issues. There is no right or wrong answer. The
importance of practicing the carefully-designed questions is to let learners
speak their own mind and express their own thoughts and opinions.

10. Pick ‘n’ Mix: There are established items in this section, such as



Y Introduction

English songs, proverbs, life’s little instructions, and articles of daily use.
11. Test Yourself: Short quiz.

The whole book is a complete story, which is mainly based on the
experience of three characters: Dr. Pan, Jen and Doug, the latter a married
couple from America, who are teaching at the College of Foreign Languages,
Zhejiang Sci-Tech University in Hangzhou. Dr. Pan is a Chinese teacher who
tries to keep everyone happy. There are a few personality clashes that were
invented by the authors in order to introduce some language points, such as
slang and sarcasm.

In English, there is a well-known saying: Give a man a fish and you will
feed him for a day; teach him how to fish and you will feed him for a lifetime.
The mission of this book is to teach the English learners how to “fish”. Our
goal is to produce a textbook that allows English learning to be an enjoyable
experience. We havealso included our email addresses. Therefore, let us know
what you think of this book.
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! 1) Dr. Pan, Yueming ,"/ jimmypan8@]163.com

| 2) Zheng Xiulian show2040@163.com

% 3) Tian Yan tianyan712@yahoo.com.cn

E 4) Hannah Lund lundh01@]luther.edu

} 5) Tanya Hosking tanya.hosking@gmail.com
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Jen and Doug are a couple paying a visit to Dr. Pan with their daughter
Mary on the weekend. Dr. Pan is taking them to Hangzhou Safari World,
because Mary is fond of animals. They will see many animals, such as pandas,

lions, tigers and giraffes over there.

(2) Study Objectives @)

While studying this unit, you will:

1) Learn five new popular phrases.

2 ) Learn more vocabulary about animals.

3 ) Learn how to tell people what kind of animals you like to see.
4 ) Learn how to inquire about something at Safari World.

5) Learn some useful idioms and proverbs closely related to life.

hotror movie §? \}(‘




A. Popular Spoken English




Safari World

¢) How to express your appreciation

' 1.Bingo!
2. That'd be great.

: 3. Fantastic.
4. Good/Great idea.
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Dr. Pan:  Hey, Jen! How’s it going?

Jen: Oh, pretty good.

Dr. Pan:  What’s up, Doug?

Doug: Not too much. You?

Dr. Pan:  Nothing much.

Jen: Dr. Pan, come over here, let me introduce you to our daughter.

Dr. Pan, this is my daughter, Mary. Mary, this is Dr. Pan.
Dr. Pan:  Wow, little Mary, you’re so cute. You can call me Uncle Pan.
Mary: Nice to meet you, Uncle Pan.
Dr. Pan:  Glad to meet you, too.
Mary: Uncle Pan, where do we plan to go today?
Dr. Pan:  I’ve decided to take all of you to Hangzhou Safari World today,
how does that sound?

Jen: Yeah! That’d be great. Mary’s crazy about the animals.
Mary: Bingo! The Safari World is so fascinating. I love animals.

Dr. Pan:  So, Doug, what’s the first thing we get to see?
Doug: Beats me, you’d better ask Mary. She’s the princess today.

Dr. Pan:  Mary, what animals are we supposed to see first today?
Mary: The panda.

Jen: Fantastic. Pandas are so relaxing to look at. They’re so cute.

Dr.Pan:  True! They’re the national treasures of China.

Mary: But I was told that although a panda looks cute, it’d just as soon
kill you as look at you.

Dr.Pan:  That’s not true. Pandas are actually very peaceful vegetarians. If
you’re friendly to them, they’re not aggressive.
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Doug: Now we get to see the lions and tigers.

Mary: Daddy, Mommy, the lions are over there.

Jen: Wow, the big lions—kings of the jungle. Look over there, the tigers
are walking toward us.

Mary: Wow, they’re so big.

Dr. Pan:  It’s lucky for us that Safari Werld has captured all these

animals, so we can look at them in one place.

Doug: But don’t forget the animals get to look at you, too. It’s a win-win
situation.
Jen: ...never thought of it like that before.

Mary: Uncle Pan, look at that lazy lion sleeping over there. When’s the
feeding time?

Dr. Pan: At night. The lions don’t eat in front of people, they’re shy.

Mary: Let’s go and see some giraffes, tropical birds and crocodiles.

Doug: The crocodile is one of the oldest animals on earth.
Jen: They’re so smelly, let’s go see the pretty birds and peacocks.

Dr. Pan:  Okay, let’s hit the road.

A.Comprehension Questions

C)

1) What are the full names of Jen and Doug? Why don’t we call them by their
full name?

2) Why does Uncle Pan take them to the Safari World first?

3) What time would be good to come and see the lions or tigers?

4) Why does Jen like to see the birds or peacocks instead of crocodiles?

B. Points of Interest/

a) Crocodiles and their origin

Do you know that crocodiles and sharks are some of the many animals on
Earth that are still here from the days of the dinosaurs? It’s quite true. Each
of these animals is considered to be a perfect predator in their respective
environments. This is one of the many reasons why they are so successful.



b) National treasures of China

1) Animal: Panda.

2) Wall: The Great Wall, which is about 6,400 km long and is longer than the

distance from London to New York.

3) City: The Forbidden City. Inside the city, there is the Imperial Palace

where Chinese emperors used to live.

4) Forest: Stone Forestwhich is a notable set of limestone formations located in
Shilin Yi Autonomous County, Yunnan Province,approximately 120 km
from the provincial capital Kunming.

5) Pagoda: Flower Pagoda, which are religious buildings that have narrow
towers and many roofs. They were built 900 years ago.

6) Palace: Potala Palace in Tibet.

¢) A win-win situation

When both sides in the given situation get benefit, we can call this “A win-
win situation”. Other kinds of situations are “4 win-lose situation”, which
means only one side benefits, the other fails. When both sides fail, we can call
this situation “A lose-lose situation”.

d) Similar idioms related to animals

1) As busy as a bee fI-fk E 4k 2) Bell the cat (A KFEFE) B
3) Cast sheep’s eyes X Fk I 4) Dark horse S5, i ABRHRMEE
5) Drink like a fish ZEK 6) Give someone the bird M5/

7) Neither fish nor fowl JE53'4EE;  8) Rain cats and dogs {7 AR

9) S;nell arat KBLA]§EZ b 10) Wake a sleeping dog #i# 23E
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