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: | ‘ ' | (423 AJD.)
’>bu assumi g oi'fice, :
Nothing frarel th.y so much gs'fallihg bahind thé t imq
.  ﬁear inf;:ar out at their duties away they grcund,
’L2 _  Anxioué * o 41 1rove their service, .
To the dnte'# notice came their unflaggiﬁg zeal

And they. inis his good graces,

At his side, on the gilded coéch'they roce’,
Aocesa they hwd to his inmost rocms,

His graue hecded their every remonstrance,

All -their cb}hﬁBiav embraced.
“\

¥ i H" .:,‘

When he shﬁuiﬂ paaeq§way one day,

N....,\-’ N

Into his tﬁnv fhgygqould foltow-
‘ UnforgettaGie “were his fayvours,
"His orders, inviolable.

Without a wince before the vault they stood,

Intent on-honouring their pledgez).

~

A gravemound looms up, overgrown with briexr,
#< 3 finch rolls out a dirgeg). |
~ Peyond recall are the Noblé Three,
v_;ﬂylrobe is stained with iearé of g;iﬁf.
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 of his ‘jJoys in this worid as w=ll as his szoriows

_overly bothered by such authorial liberties,)
2)

3)

. by which they committed themsslves to paf“ak 18

At the death of Duke ﬁu'sf_the Qin st te

(reigned 659~620 B.C.), the “hres 2iju brothcrs
'were>amohg'the hundred-seven ;y-seven to be ]
buried alive with their decescd rﬁler. “he
'thrge were Delieved t°© have'iived up to a
previcus pledge, taken at ‘the dike's reQr-st

in the next, This act of inhumen cruelty on

the part of'the duke was bitterly resented b
the people of the Qin state, Popular outragce
found expression in the immortal poem, The PpPinch, o
which was later incorporated in the Book of £ongs, ol

(It was a practice among Chinese poets'of

the past .to seize upon a historical event either
to extol the virtues o} a contemporary who cculd

not be safely referred to by name, or to lash
out at inequities current in their own times--

a circumstance which accounts for serious
inaccuracies and distortions of historical facts,
as is the case in this poem, where the sinister
sacrifice of human lives is represented as .

a voluntary expression of loyalty on the part

of the innocent victims. With their historical

knowledge firmly grounded in authoritive works, v

the readers in the past do not seem to have been i

See note 1, : ' "‘4é?“

Referring to the elegiac poem, The Finch,uhieh 7’

mourns the death of the three Ziju brothers-,‘ i
(see note 1,) :
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. To the Memory of Jingkc1)
| (423 A.D.)
Priﬁce Dan was good ot winning thc hearts of kis men,

/ 2)

‘,Bent on avéngdng himself on thi pecrerful Ydn™7,

L4

Tﬁose fa;lied,éround him were .f ﬁociety-the cream,
By the‘yaar‘s encd Jingke joine; élair ranks,
As it befits a aes $o ale for o fyiend3),
My Wit out from the Yen cépital smsf& in hand,
. White steeds neighed, thundering c¢own the highway
With horssmen Tushing fo sae him~o?fh).
Tall caps lifted vmder bristling hoir,
Mahly vigour sent the tassels Tlyins.

5)

By the Yi River was hald the farowell ceremony,

An occasion graced by the fiower of the nation.

« 53 & -
: : O3

Whimpering notes streamed forth from Jianlits 7 luts,

Song YiT) broke: out into a sonoirous tenor,

The wind rose to a moanirg wail, ‘

; : BN } s FeBY
Lashing the 1limpid river dinto chilly »ipples ™/,

Doleful times drew tears from the dauntless warriors

High~keved strains braced up their darksome spirits.

i

o

vell he knew it:das a one way trip,» ;
well he knew to posterity will go down.his name,
uis chariot he mounted without looking bﬁck,

As swift as vih& he reached the Qin court,

-
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Boldiy'he‘advanced teﬁ thousand‘lig),
Spinning.his way‘tﬂrouph a thousand citié;wrr
The momant came whin the map rolled out
Stunned was the ty;ant,‘ then panicked.‘lﬁ i’Qf*x

“Alas, the swordamai's art was flawed,

In

-Dead he‘is, but o -

Cherished will e Iiis iremory.

1)

10)

failure ende.i h;s heroic attempt,
: \

(see Nino Poams in the 01d Style, mo, @,
note 2.)

The memdry «f his intrepid valour and loyalty
2o Lis fpiend and benefactor is to this day

enchrined in tha hearts cof many a Chinesz, All

the prince's followers, whom he lcdged and

.‘2)

3)°

o

boarGed, were mea Far-Lfamed for their bravery,
dewvotion, ard professi
The name of the line of Qin kings, with
spacific refsrence to. Sin Zweng, who became the
firsc emperor ¢f China 4n 221 B.C., affer
ove*runlnw the rest of the warring stutes.
From the anoient saying:

A man of’ honour lays down his life for a

friend;

A woman makes up for him who 10ve§ her.

‘The prince and those who came to see him
off, along with their horses, were all in white~n
colour of mou*ning. ;

4

A river 1n the state of Yan with 1ts source

in today's Yi‘County, ‘Hebedi Province,
164, ' ;
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6} Master musician and devoted nricvd te Jirgke.
f : After the Qin king prcclaimed hizseli empcror of:

| : the Qin Dynasty, Jianli was blinced ind forced to
~entertain the emperor with his consv nmat. piaying,
an opportunity he was quick to ©.izc in order to
i avenge his unfortunate friend. ‘e nade o i
PR .desperate attempt to dash his 1¢zd-f.lled instrument
él' (a zheng-like instrument with t1 .rtcin stis ~ings)

o ~ at the emperor. .Missxng his tai,et, he was put

to death, '

fw ) A house~guest of the Prince, an:¢ an accomplishad

vocalist, renowned for his high} prciecting voice.
82y These two lines remotely echo J:ivgke's famous
song at parting:
“The wind wails, chilly is th: river Yi,
Here goes the dauntiess warrior; ﬁo return
there's for him. :

9} The plural form of "1iv, which is a measure
of distance of half a kilometre.
10) Jingke was dispatched to the Qirn court with

the head of the Qin king's runaway general and
a map defining the territory the state of Yan
offered to cede to the Qin king. Rolled up

in the map lay hidden the poisoned blade with
which Jingke was to deal the lethal blow,
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Awren . cs

(426 A.D.)

U&ed»up is the old crop, <ire ﬁew has lamentably
failed, Cld farmer tha. I zm, 7've falien upon
evil‘days; Many ar: th: month: ahsasad; nb end of 
pri#ations I antici ate. With the new crop :
v‘ﬁlighted, so.far Ji.2 b rely managed to make.ends
meef, For the last ten dayn; I've begun to feel the
sting of hunge» and a g owing weakness in my iimba.
AS .the year wears off, strong feelings well up
in my heart, If I shou'd fail to give‘them
utterance, how could my shildren and theirs ever

know of my plight!

X g'réw up in want;s

Now that I'm old, hunger has become a constant curssu'?i
A diet of crude cereals more than mests my need,

Heaven forbid that I should covet dainty food.

FFew are my meals and far between, ‘

The summeérs T pass in winter clothes,

Now that my strength is ebbing away,
qpst'my‘distress grow? .

Well I think of the alms-giver

But frown upon the poor starvelingz).

166, 5 3 L
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_h-\ re ent crudely ndministcrad charity?

N~ point I see in makinp ligitt c” 1ife3)
-@nd ygt I am not without.scraplos,'

ALl my 1life T've che¥ishqd lionest poverty,
Never mind the hunger, . .

Before me are the shining e.nmplss of past sagesh).

-

3y when the governor of Jiérwzhou, Tan Daoji,
came tO”seé the poet witlh a gasnerous gift of
safoury_meats and victuels, e found the emaciated.
poet in bed, sick and starving, Contéemptuous
of the Song officialdom, the poet declined the
1ife-saving present and waved the caller away.
This inc:dent, ocecuring a ycar before his death
in 427 A.D., must have increased his awareness
of the threat hunger posed to his integrity.

2 According to the Book' of Rites, "Qhen‘a severe
famine had broken out in the state of Qi, Qian
Ao provided relief by giving out fced at the
road~side. A starveling came trudging aloné and
halted with his face concealed behind his sleeve.
with solid food in the left hand and porridge
in his right, Qian Ao called out: "You'thére,
alms!" At which the atarveling revealed his

- face and stafed the alms-giver squarely in the
eve., "Know that it was my refusal to take
¥*You there!' alme that has reduced mé to my
.miserable state,” whereupon he turned awvay with
dignity and was atarved to death,
Up to the present day, men of dignity will

reject demeaning charity or favours by remarking
167,



b rord

‘e“I'fékn no 'You thera!'! alms."
3)  These fou- liies reveal the poet's’
- conflicting motions. :

T First anc foremost, that of the proud

{ e egging
(426 A.D.)

Hunger drove me . ut of home,

. |
I knew nat wierc to go,

AHalting at longti. belore a village house,
\ »

I kn%cked, than faltered out some lame excuse,
My host percéivcﬁ the motive of my 0;11:

Cat :
And made my visii worth the while.
Likg-minded, intc the night weitalkedi

No sooner were tlie cups refilled than drained.

Delighted at the budding friendship,

 Verses we intoned, poems we improvised.

Heartful thanks' for your féir'kindness'),
Wwhich, to my shame, I cannot requite,

To pa& the fu;l debt of my gratitude,

. Wadt T must till the afterlife, P
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1) : His host's tenderness of recart is he.-8 compa a6

to that of a washerwoman's, wizreas his .wn inabili

(ih the next line) to return the kindnes. i: set

against the gift of a thousand gold pisc 5 I 'n Xi.
(king of Chu of the Western Han Dynasty' mac to

a wﬁaherwoman in reward for hor gocdnes . in -hariag
her meal with him when she saw him (a p: per

starving under the city walls nmany years bac ..

The washerwoman's compassionate hea:'% ar i

Han Xin's noble gratitude have since be. me

proverbial,

All that
An sarly
Like you

Today on

" Three Dirges1)
(427 A.T))
R
lives must die,
death need nét be a prematurs demise.
alive last night, £

the death »oll I app2ared.,

My soul has-drifted I know not where,

To the coffin is entrusted my withered frame,.

The children,cry for their father,

Friends weep over my body.

Dead to loss énd gain,

No longer can I distinguish wrong from right.

Now that

I've ceased to live,

-Shame'and'glory have lost their meaning,
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My scle regret is tha . whil: alave

~X didn't have ay £ .1 of wins,

3 composed t'.-ee month: be ore the‘pbet's
actual death a the age o7 ;ixty-threc.

My cup, forever dr -,

"New brims with spa-kling vine,

The spring~biew foams and bubb! s,

If only I could take a ﬁouthfﬁl;

Food offerings are richly displ-yed in front of me,
By my side, friends and kincmer weep,
Voiceless is my mouth, though achinrg to speak,
Dimmed are my‘efes,_though bﬁrning'to see,

The hall has 55 far proqided ca’m rapose,

In the wilds I shall have to pass this night,
Once turned from home, V |

To return will take an eternity for me,

“3e
Away_folls the prairie; \
Through the p-opiars soug'hs the wind,
Over heavy late—autgmn frost

To the wilds is borne my body.
170,
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Not a wmortal lives around,

Gravemounds loom large above me.

Looking up, my horse raisos a distressing neircii;

The wind wails forth a dirge-

7 '

Once t e vault of gloom is sealed,

‘fd Day will cease to dawh.

-Da& wili'ceas;-to dawh,

. Nor sage nor pundit could help himself,
ihose whq had come to see me go

Must have returned by now,

My nearesi might(still be mourning,

* A1l others will bave regained their cheer,
What else can be said of death?

To the Hills the body is consigned.

A Poem of Jeint Authorship1)

(Tao) Yuanming:

Wild gesse sail by with the wind,
Where could they be destined?

To the frustrated scholar my thoughts are turned,

Could I help sighing over his hapless fate?
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Tinzil:

Lille them I'd fain

But how, without

If Prince QiaoB) we -z to come to my aid.

Into the deep blue

" runzi:

‘Tenderly mindful cof

Towards the skyline

Tﬁrough the chilly,

zale the ethereal heights,

a strong whirlwindz)?

might yet soar,

their beloved ones,

ir pairs they file,

B

vaporous air,

weary bult keeping close to each other.,

(Tao) Yuanming:

The tall, dew—washed branchps far away

Blend in with the sky, [

*twere better I reined in my thoughts and stopped

gazing,

Lest my mind be further confused to no avail,

1)

Verse~matching, which used to Ee a préactice

popular with the Chinese literati, . Any ogccagion,

from the chance meeting of congenial friends

to an excursion to places of scenic beauty, could

give rise to such extemporisations, aimed to mark
; [
a memorable event and crystalize the mood of the

moment,

IR




.2)

3)

In this particular instance, tic initial

 four lines of verse, with which Tao Yyonmiz

starts off the poem, arc meant to fTurnrish ihe
theme and set the general tone of the poem,
as well as its tonal pattern and : 'ymc ‘
scheme. They are then passed on ‘o tlo next
person,. who gives a new dimension Lo tl.e ;
poetic idea, étrictly acdhering to the -ot

tonal pattern, The third person ien takes
up the thread and contributes his shar: to

the common effort, When this has Deer
accomplished, the first poet steps in :nd
éompletes the circle, Such poems rérf in
length and especially in artistic valv:,
In the first stanza, the freé.fiigbt of

-wild geese inte the boundless blue brtrgs o

the poetfs?mjndfhis cwn frusirated hopss and
ambitions, Phe second poet sces his citance of
joining the wild geese by achieving Tacis't
immortality. The third focuses oﬁ the

"moral" qualities pecu11ar to the wild zéesen
viz. courage, enduragce and tender affection
for their life companioﬁs. The first poet
then returns and rounds off the poem as‘well

as his own poetic flight'on a note of serene

-

‘resignation.

An allusion to zhuang Zi's fable of the
giant roc that wheeled up into the air on a
whirlwind, covering ninety thousand 1li in
each of its flights, i : ,

~ Thgrlegendary Crown Prince of the Wes tern
Zhou' Dynasty, alsb'known as Prince Jin, who

“renounced his right to succession and aought
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the tranqﬁility of the mow tainz to pracficaf
ascetism, with a view .o achiieving longevity,
Some thirty years later, he was said to havE
waved farewell to t“e 1 orld and soared to
‘heaven, (See The . tor: of Wine, note 12.)

. In all the bett: .~ kiown =ditions of Tao
Yuanming poems, thcse »ixtesn lines of joiqt
‘authorship, besaring no date, éfe'appended to

_the four - and fiva-c .uracter-~line verses
which form the first p,g% of his Qorkp. This
is due to the poem's :icertain authbréhip.

 commeutatcrs have sc_far been umnable to
establish ths identity of the two co-authors
who are here referred 1o me:ely by their given
names, As to wheithar ¢ not the opening aﬁd‘
concluding lines by Tac's péh are genuine
is still an open questisn, Om the chance that

= the poem'svauthenticity might vet be éstablished"

beyond a doubt one day, seditors have been
cautious not to. delete it from their collec-

-

. tions of Tao Yuanming poems,

17k,




Part qu
Prose Poems
and
Miscellineous Writiﬁgs in Prose
A Bi)ginphical Sketch of‘fhé Five-Willow Gentleman
(392 A.D.)
.Unknowﬁ weréjhis origins, his name and the way
he stylcd lLiimself, The¥y called him the Five-Willow
Gentlemin aftqr the five willows gracing the‘frinée
of his cotiange. ) ¢
Quiet and sparing of words, he was coneerned
with neithe: fame nor gain, 'Withouf being pedantic,.
' he.had a.passion,for learning. thenever a hidden
meaning &awned'upon him, he would forget his meals
4n an';cstasy of delight. -

A weakness he had for the brimming cup, and
_would have indulged more freely in the tipple, ha@
he been less impoverished. Enowing it, kith and
kin would ask ﬁim over for a drink. Once there, he
would drain off whatever‘amount was to ﬁe had,
bent on getting himself drunk, As soon as justice .
fadt been dons to the wine, he would take his leave.
fhelwalls of his bare rooms had céased to

shélter him from wind and sun. His clothes of coarse
175-



tcldtg would have ceasss o provide his bocy wi*h
 n cpvef, had he not ti=d together in knots eacn of
tiie many gaping h%les. His bamboo vessels anc
gourd ladleé were invariably hollow. Yet he was
‘ ét peace with himself and cohténted.\
 He took pleasufevin writing, His wo.xs {ive
a fair account of his interésts and purpobe in life,
Thus he lived to the end of his days, .
To conclﬁde, 2
’Qian Lou's1) wife had this to say of her husb: .d;
"Unperturbed (he was ) by‘pov§rty; 1ﬁdifferénf to
wealth and rank," Would this not serve for‘ér
accurate appraisal of the Five-willow Gentlemnra?
With the rim of his wine cup between hié
lips, poefizing for the:sheerijéy of it, he appears
'fo be a misplaced ancient of the times of Wu Huai ’
or Ge Tianz); i ’ /

1) " A recluse of the state of Qi, in the Vwerring
States Period. Although of a needy family, he
rejected the idea of pursuing an official career
and repeatedly refused to accept ministerial
posts offered to him by the sovereigns:of thg
states of Qi and Lu, At his death, the only
bedquilt he had was too short to cover his dead
body. He became the 1magé_of.tﬁe lofty, poor

' scholar. (See Seven Poems on Destitute
176. ,




