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BB 4% & [ Orison Swett Marden

The greatest thing that can be said of a man, no matter how much he has
achieved, is that he has kept his record clean.

Why is it that, in spite of' the ravages of time, the reputation of Lincoln grows
larger and his character means more to the world every year? It is because he
kept his record clean, and never prostituted® his ability nor gambled with his repu-
tation.

Where, in all history, is there an example of a man who was merely rich, no
matter how great his wealth, who exerted such a power for good, who was such a
living force in civilization, as was this poor backwoods boy? What a powerful illus-
tration of the fact that character is the greatest force in the world

A man assumes importance and becomes a power in the world just as soon
as it is found that he stands for something; that he is not for sale; that he will not
lease his manhood? for salary, for any amount of money or for any influence or po-
sition; that he will not lend his name to anything which he can not indorse.

The trouble with so many men today is that they do not stand for anything
outside their vocation. They may be well educated, well up in their specialties,
may have a lot of expert knowledge, but they can not be depended upon. There
is some flaw in them which takes the edge off their virtue. They may be fairly hon-
est, but you cannot bank on them.

It is not difficult to find a lawyer or a physician who knows a good deal, who
is eminent in his profession; but it is not so easy to find one who is a man before
he is a lawyer or a physician; whose name is a synonym* for all that is clean, reli-
able, solid, substantial. It is not difficult to find a good preacher; but it is not so
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easy to find a real man, sterling manhood, back of the sermon®. It is easy to find
successful merchants, but not so easy to find men who put character above mer-

chandise. What the world wants is men who have principle underlying their ex-
pertness-principle under their law, their medicine, their business; men who stand
for something outside of their offices and stores; who stand for something in their
community; whose very presence carries weight.

Resolve that, whatever your vocation, you are going to stand for something;
that you are not going to be merely a lawyer, a physician, a merchant, a clerk, a
farmer, a congressman®, or a man who carries a big money bag; but that you are
going to be a man first, last, and all the time.
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The Realization of Prosperity

BT %12 / James Allen

It is granted only to the heart that abounds with integrity, trust, generosity and
love to realize true prosperity. The heart that is not possessed of these qualities
cannot know prosperity, for prosperity, like happiness, is not an outward posses-
sion, but an inward realization.

The greedy man may become a millionaire, but he will always be wretched,
and mean, and poor, and will even consider himself outwardly poor so long as
there is a man in the world who is richer than himself, whilst the upright, the open-
handed and loving will realize a full and rich prosperity, even though their outward
possessions may. be small.

He is poor who is dissatisfied; he is rich who is contented with what he has,
and he is richer who is generous with what he has.

When we contemplate the fact that the universe is abounding in all good
things, material as well as spiritual, and compare it with man ’s blind eagerness to
secure a few gold coins, or a few acres of dirt, it is then that we realize how dark
and ignorant selfishness is; it is then that we know that self-seeking is self-destruc-
tion.

Nature gives all, without reservation, and loses nothing; man, grasping all,
loses everything. Do not allow the word “competition” to shake your faith in the
supremacy of righteousness. Be strong in your faith in yourself.

| care not what men may say about the “laws of competition”, for do | not
know the unchangeable Law, which shall one day put them all to rout, and which
puts them to rout even now in the heart and life of the righteous man?

And knowing this Law | can contemplate all dishonesty with undisturbed re-
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pose, for | know where certain destruction awaits it. Under all circumstances do
that which you believe to be right, and trust the Law; trust the Divine Power that is
imminent! in the universe, and it will never desert you, and you will always be pro-
tected.

By such a trust all your losses will be converted into gains, and all curses
which threaten will be transmuted? into blessings. Never let go of integrity, gen-
erosity, and love, for these, coupled with energy, will lift you into the truly prosper-
ous state.

Do not believe the world when it tells you that you must always attend to
“number one” first, and to others afterwards. To do this is not to think of others at
all, but only of one’s own comforts. To those who practice this the day will come
when they will be deserted by all, and when they cry out in their loneliness and
anguish there will be no one to hear and help them.

Let your soul expand, let your heart reach out to others in loving and gener-
ous warmth, and great and lasting will be your joy, and all prosperity will come to
you.

To possess those inward qualities which constitute goodness is to be armored
against all the powers of evil; and to build oneself up in those qualities is to build
up a success which cannot be shaken, and to enter into a prosperity which will

endure? forever.
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