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inancing the publication of “The

Dolans: An Anthropological Image

Recording” is a new attempt for
me. | saw the meaning in the adherence
and persistence of the author’s efforts for
decades.

Those acquainted with Xinjiang
all know that the Dolans is a branch of
the Uyghur living in between the great
desert and the oases, with their distinctive
features of culture and folklore. Now the
semi-isolatedness of the environment at
the brim of the Taklimakan Desert and
Yarkand-Tarim River the Dolans live in is
changing with easier accessibility from
the adjacent cities. So come many outside
influences in their daily life and lifestyles.
Hence the peculiarities of their culture
which are different to the Uyghur in other
areas are under heavy pressure.

The Uyghur in general are farmers
but the Dolans is somewhat different in
this respect as they have been herdsmen
and farmers for centuries in the heart of
the deserts which are difficult to reach.
So their culture and art and costumes
are with peculiar features from the other
groups of Uyghur in general. For example,
the Twelve Mugam is the cultural heritage
of the Uyghur in music and the Dolan
Mugam as one of the twelve is more
unrestrained, sprightlier and more
straightforward. So it is concluded that the
Dolan Mugam is more folkloric.

This is a book with detailed
introduction on the Dolan and their life,
with matching pictures in a panoramic
way. The author with so many years of
experiences in his field trips shot the
photos presenting the details of Dolan

life and culture. He also reconstructs the

N

wuee [ lmplications of Preservation and
Ualue of Displaying

Dolan culture with his photos shot in an
anthropological angle to show the feature
of the Dolan culture: respect of life and
respect of nature. The reading of the book
brings us an extraordinary experience.

We are now in Internet age and
both the material life and spiritual life
bring mega quantities of information to
us in a quick way. But for those cultures
categorized into “Heritage”, the value of
their display depends on the preservation
and protection at its source to guard its
purity.

The diversity of culture dictates one
of our common value and principle that
every culture and local culture, needs
to be protected and preserved with due
respect. This is the right of culture and also
a universal consensus. In fact Dolan is a
living culture while the preservation done,
even if at the individual level, implies
great value.

So | think, each person, in his own
way in joining the cause of cultural
preservation and protection, is earning
the honor, which is composed of small or

big contributions done.

April 17,2012







