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gl & |Preface

Known as China’s Four Great Classic
Novels, Romance of the Three Kingdoms,
Water Margin, Journey to the West, and
Dream of the Red Mansion, were written in
the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911).
Withstanding the test of time, these four
masterpieces are considered
to be the best classic works
of literature ever written in
China. The literary and social
significance are showed in these
works, which have a profound
influence on ideology and
value orientation of the Chinese
people. This book applies
vivid narration and direct and
exquisite pictures in order to
give the audience a general
introduction on Chinese mural
painting’s origin, development,
artistic style, theme and well-
known masterpieces. Hope it
can make them gain a further

understanding on this ancient art
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and learn to appreciate their charm.

This book begins with the brief
introduction of the authors, the main idea
and the background of the stories. It focuses
on main characters and writing styles of four
masterpieces. Reading this book, readers can
appreciate the artistic charm of four classical

Chinese novels.
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Romance of the Three Kingdoms

(ZEEX) 2REE —BKBEELKR/NE, EEELITHRANEM
EARPMAANEEN, RMAFEXELE I —REENERME, THE
STMEICREENEREX, EEVFZEE - E5FHNAER
Zo EPRELT ZENH (220—280) HBUAESRMN S, BE TH
MERBLXEASTFENSESHENL, B THANS 5RE, AR
MEESHE, HFME 7T X —HRNHEMES, B85 7 —HikirEX
THEE A
As a milestone in the history of Chinese literature, Romance of
the Three Kingdoms is the first Chinese novel with each chapter
headed by a couplet giving the gist of its content. It is a historical
novel set amidst the turbulent a hundred years starting from Yellow
Turban Rebellion at the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty and ending
with the reunification of the Three Kingdoms in the early Western
Jin Dynasty reflecting the political and military struggles as well as
the penetration and transformation of various social contradictions
during the Three Kingdoms era (220-280) of Chinese history.

Dealing with people’s hardships and hopes in a period of chaos and

disorder, the book portrays a group of heroes in this historic change.
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> Synopsis of Romance of
the Three Kingdoms

Romance of the Three Kingdoms was
traditionally attributed to Luo Guanzhong,
who lived sometime the (late Yuan and
the early Ming period). Myths from the
Three Kingdoms era existed as relevant
historical data and folklore before written
compilations. The other two masterpieces,

Water Margin and Journey to the West,
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Portrait of Luo Guanzhong

Luo Guanzhong (approx.1330-approx.1400)
is extolled as a well-known Chinese novelist,
dramatist and the founder of chapter novel, that
is, traditional Chinese novel with each chapter
headed by a couplet giving the gist of its content
He was proficient in military, psychology. strategy.
public relations and science of personnel. As one
of the few great writers of the 14th century, he

advocated national unity and traditional virtues and
hated treacherousness
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Photography of Records of the Three
Kingdoms
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were also compiled through eras.

Records of the Three Kingdoms
complied by Chen Shou of the Western
Jin Dynasty (265-317) was prior to the
advent of Luo Guanzhong's Romance of
the Three Kingdoms. The major events
in Romance of the Three Kingdoms were
taken from this historical book, which was
lied much in the vivid characters sketched
in the novel. By the Southern Dynasty
(420-589) Pei Songzhi opened the way for
spreading the stories widely because he
added lots of anecdotes and notes on The
Records of the Three Kingdoms. These
stories were often told by storytellers
during the Song and Yuan dynasties (960-
1368), which contributed to spreading.
Since then, more stories related to the
history of the Three Kingdoms appeared
continually. Based on previous literary
creations, Luo Guanzhong compiled
Romance of the Three Kingdoms, the first
Chinese chapter novel.

As the first chapter novel in the
history of Chinese literature, one of the
greatest achievements of Romance of
the Three Kingdoms is among the most
beloved works of literature exerting an
ever expanding influence. The story
happened in the final years of the Eastern

Han Dynasty. The deterioration of the
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The Style of Chapter Novel

As one of the main forms of the ancient Chinese novel, the chapter novel has thousands
or even millions of words. Authors tend to divide plots with similar length into different
parts to be numbered and titled for the convenience of reading. Each chapter is titled by a
couplet containing the people, events, locations and relevant contents. Taking Romance
of the Three Kingdoms as an example, the title of Chapter One is “Three Heroes Swear
Brotherhood in the Peach Garden; One Victory Shatters the Rebels in Battlegrounds”.

An lllustration of Romance of the Three Kingdoms
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New Year Picture Zhang Fei Fighting with Ma Chao

When Ma Chao was ordered to attack the camp of Liu Bei, Zhang Fei went out to fight. Both of them
were valiant generals. Neither of them won the battle after more than a hundred rounds of engagement
Apprehensive for Zhang Fei's safety, Liu Bei ordered him to return the camp. Having had a break, he returned
to the battlefield again and fought with Ma Chao under the illumination of torches. This painting portrayed the
fierce fighting between Zhang Fei and Ma Chao. The right one on a black horse was Zhang Fei and the left
one on a white horse was Ma Chao. Two soldiers were carrying a lantern on each side of them

P A B LS EN T, 45k empire led to continual rebellions in every
&3 B = ki —— (= corner of the nation. The three power
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Shu and Wu led respectively by Cao Cao
in northern area, Liu Bei in northwest and
Sun Quan in southern area. The history
of the rise and fall of the three kingdoms
iz — . HEBNERE: KUK is depicted in narrative style. In addition
L, BE R, SRR CANE . to battle scenes, a great number of heroic
b4k 5 B9 . v db i ) & F g 7 characters are portrayed in this novel.
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Beijing Bristle Figures The Three
Brothers Fighting Against Lu Bu

The Three Brothers Fight against Lu Bu
tells a story in Romance of the Three
Kingdoms. Liu Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang
Fei were valorous enough to fight against
courageous Lu Bu after several major
generals were killed, which intimidated
marquises. The reputation of the three
brothers was greatly boosted after they
defeated LU Bu in this bloody battle

The literary value of Romance of
the Three Kingdoms lies much in the
vivid characters sketched in the novel
and the intricate plot written in simple
but fascinating language; therefore, its
influence has been profound and lasting
in the history of Chinese literature. The
earliest version we can get was compiled
during the reign of Emperor Jiajing of the
Ming Dynasty (1522-1566), which was
initially published in 24 volumes and 240
chapters. Mao Zonggang and his father
of the Qing Dynasty edited the text fitting
it into 120 chapters, which has been the

most common version so far.
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Bristle Figures

The bristle figure is a unique handicraft of Beijing dating back more than 100 years of history.
The figure is generally more than 10 centimeters tall, whose framework is made of broomcorn
straws covered with colored paper (or silk) as its clothing. Its head and the holder are made
of clay. Facial makeup and costumes are painted based on different characters in a story.
Bristles in 2 or 3 centimeters long are pasted on the rim of the holder, hence its name. A few
bristle figures can form a group. Taking advantage of the elastic property of bristles, a group
of dramatic characters will dance if the edge of the copper holder is tapped. Accompanied on
voices in Peking Opera, they can act as vivid as real persons’ performance on the stage.

Beijing Bristle Figures
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Portrait of Liu Bei

> Vying for the Throne

Such figures with different characteristics
as Liu Bei, Zhuge Liang, Guan Yu,
Zhang Fei, Zhao Yun, Cao Cao, Lii Bu,
Huang Zhong, Pang Tong, Sun Quan
and Si Mayi in Romance of the Three
Kingdoms are portrayed so vividly that a
panorama of the history from the Period
of the three Kingdoms to the Eastern
and Western Jin dynasties is unfolded
colorfully. The writer reveals the conflict
between Liu Bei and Cao Cao, being
in favor of Liu Bei’s action, focusing
on his bloc and eulogizing its main
characters, while making supreme effort
to reprimand Cao Cao.

Liu Bei (161-223) was the emperor
who established the Shu regime during
the Three Kingdoms Period in Chinese
history. As depicted in the novel, born
of extraordinary parents, he was a

descendant of Han royalty. His father
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passed away in his early youth. He
was poor as a boy and lived on selling
shoes and straw mats. After Yellow
Turban Rebellion broke out, Liu Bei
was appointed as the county magistrate
because of his exploit in suppressing the
army of Yellow Turbans, but resigned
shortly. During the time of independent
feudal regimes, Liu Bei's force was
weak and he had to depend on others
for living. He once sought refuge with
others without obtaining his own territory
after twists and turns. In despair, he
sought assistance from Zhuge Liang

(an outstanding statesman and strategist
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Liu Bei's Horse
This kind of horse has slots below eyes.
There are white spots on its forehead
As the legend goes, it brought about
disaster to his master as its former
master was dead on the horseback. But
when Liu Bei riding this horse tried to
escape from killers' chasing, it jumped
over the bottomless cliff Tanxi so that
Liu Bei survived finally.
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A Club-shaped Vase with Design of Liu
Bei Heading for Wu for Marriage (Qing
Dynasty)

Liu Bei borrowed Jingzhou from Wu as his
foothold in early time. Later when he gained
ground, he was asked to return Jingzhou several
times but Wu failed to get it back. Finally, Wu
decided to trap Liu Bei into coming to Wu so
that he was detained in exchange for Jingzhou
When Liu Bei attended the banquet in honor
of him, out of Sun Quan's (the founder of Wu)
expectation, his mother took a fancy to Liu Bei
and announced Liu Bei and her daughter's
betrothal. In the end, Liu Bei not only remained
safe and sound but also got a beauty.
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_in the Period of the Three Kingdoms).

Under his assistance, Liu Bei was
officially proclaimed emperor in 221 A.D.
Continual wars for his great cause of
unification broke out. His troops suffered
heavy losses in a battle with Wu. Shortly
after that, he died of disease.

Liu Bei is portrayed as a benevolent
emperor in Romance of the Three

Kingdom. He was humble, courteous,



