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Zhu Jie., Composer and conductress of Guangdong Song and Dance Theater, Member of
International Alliance for Women in Music (IAWM), Council Member of Chinese Woman Composers’

Association. Studied in composing and conducting faculty of Shanghai Conservatory in China, Attended

the Vienna masters course and conducting course in 1998, and was awarded the official diploma.

Acted as composer for many grand ceremonies in Guangdong as well as was awarded for many
times. Acted as conductress, etc. for many grand ceremonies, many of her works were awarded in the
international contests and were performed by Sino-foreign orchestras. 1995, “Zhu Jie’s Composition
Concert”, jointly sponsored by Guangdong Musicians Association, Music Channel of Radio
Guangdong, Guangdong Song and Dance Theater, was well received.1995, Guangdong TV Station
televised Ms Zhu Jie’s personal collection on the channel “Ether of arts”.

Received award from section of Guangdong Provincial Department of Culture, got the awards of
“Guangdong Excellent Musician” for six consecutive years. Ten of Zhu Jie’s works were collected in
Zhu Jie's Vocal and Symphonic Album—Series of the Top Best Works of Guangdong Musicians and
published by China Musician Audio-Visual Publishing House in 2005.




PREFACE

Suppose to say, hoping to search listenable musical compositions through the words of others, I rather
believe the music lovers and not the professional critics. Because the former rely on only the direct feeling
for percepting beauty; and the latter rely, mostly on technical analysis.

The former stress on the feeling and atmosphere, and the latter stress on methods and creativity. But, feeling
of beauty is not the the result of analysis, and new methods is not necessarily can create attractive sound
and atmosphere. For music lovers, attractive musical atmosphere, this direct intuitive manner, is the eternal
measuring stick in their mind. As far as bulilding the musicl atmosphere and its technique regardless new and
old, it is not their concern. Because they never look at a composer as an inventor. Indeed, they also long
for innovative music, but this type of novelty, I mean different from any other music, although , it has to go
through applied technical methods, but the origin still comes from the heart.

As far as art is concern, so called technique, that come from the heart and then applied the technique.
For the technical side, the direction still comes from the heart. Whether it is new or old, seems to be no
obstruction to it's purpose. If one look at technique as the number one measuring stick for beauty, that is
looking at @ composer as an inventor and not an artist.

About a month ago, a friend visited my home. he saw a music score was open, perhaps because of his
professional nature, he just asked,"Has the composition got some new ideas?." I said, " Which point do you
mean?" He answered, "Of course the technical method." It seems he is turning the pages very carefully, I
think, he must be browsing over the texture, rhythm,harmony and instrumentation. I said, " Why not have a
listen." He accepted with pleasure. Then, I put on the soprano Er Wu and orchestra ( Zi SHU WOMAN). After
a period of silence, he said to me, "I did not think this could be so attractive". I said," If you enjoy a cup of
good tea, do you ever analyse the chemical formular structure of the tea? If you like the pleasant sight of the
scenery, you do not analyse the putting together of various elements and its proportion." For arts, I believe
direct intuition. A peice of composition is attractive or not, listening is the most reliable. It does not matter
the technic is old and new. Exactly, this meeting provoked my thoughts I just wrote.

Zhu Jie is my friend regardless our big difference in age. For 20 years I always heard that she has new
compositions. Many of her works and special album are being performed and published outside and inside of
the country. In recent years, whenever she has a new composition, he would send me the score. If possible,
she also attach some audible recordings.

For her compositions, I never ever try to understand her work from the technical new or old side, even
though she is in earnest quest, and also I do some reading and analysis of the score, such as Zi Shu Woman,
those clusters of notes: non inverted 3rd harmonies, she used the pentatonic scale that contains laced
tones structured strange tones and polytonal combination, and also in The Spring of Guangdong, she used
polyphonic combination bests, colorful modulation, and other works she used partial non tonal methods and
so forth. But I stress more on her independent heartfelt experience, and from there it transforms into musical
sound and that beautiful and also pure and simple features. Her music is not written for scholars or critics,
unlike todays many art people eager to get rewards from the society, or hoping to rely on media to market
herself. Therefore she seldom appears in the media to find any exaggerated reports. She does not write
because she has to write as a job, and there is no need for her to get a bigger name through the media, and
all these she has already in procession. Creativity is her second nature, a way of live. Therefore, she does
not go with that todays' popularity ask for, and just because of this, she is able to stand firm on her idealistic
beauty and from this she transforms into purity.

Mr. Xin Feng Nian has said, there are two kind of composers, one kind is called " old composers", another
kind called "old hand composers". The former has written compositions, but now no longer; the latter
keep on composing, and has never stopped. In my mind, Zhu Jie belongs to the latter because she looks at
composition with a spiritual zeal.

Gladly to hear Ms. Zhu's new composition scores will be published, and I was requested to write a preface,
that makes me a kind of nervous. As her late comer and student, though I like her music, to write some
of my feelings about it, is my duty, and dare not to say, write a preface. Here I like to express my respect
for her pure attitude in handling all matters, as well as in recent years in her incessantly writting music and
getting accomplishments, so that I can express my happiness for her.

Deng Xi Lu
at Jian Shan Lou
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“Zishu women”are referred to those women who lived in the area of Shunde Guangdong in
early twentieth century and remained unmarried all their life. They called each other sister and
elder sisters and led an independent life by hard work with highly sense of self-discipline, self-
confidence and self—respect.

This typical social phenomenon attracts many to explore.

The composer tries to depict a humanistic concern by combining western composition technique

and expressive skill of national music.
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