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The International Workshop - A Laboratory to Cultivate Creativity and Foresightedness
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The creativity of an architect is the life of architecture, which
needs to be cultivated, investigated. The international
workshops organized by academic institutions and universities
is such a kind of studio and laboratory for cultivating the
creativity and foresightedness, fostering the communications
of thinking, training the team work, investigating the avant-
gardism and architectural experiment. This open laboratory
has established an opportunity for the students to investigate
the real problems under an idealistic situation, to stimulate
their imagine, to study the situation with a vast vision, to search
the design idea, to find another reality in order to transcend
the constraint of occasionality. The international workshop is
becoming an important studio and laboratory for the domain of
architectural design and theory, especially for the architecture
school, it is an open studio and architecture education practice.
Sometimes, the workshop is combined with seminar, forum and
conference together, it will have higher academic level.

Usually, the investigation of international workshop is of
the multi-cultural and trans-disciplinary character, with an
extensive participation. In September 2000, during the 7th
Biennale of Venice, there was a Forum & Workshop Venice
2000 co-organized by Berlage Institute, Fundacié Mies van der
Rohe ETSAB, La Biennale di Venezia and others, the theme was
‘New Working and Living Conditions in Cities, which lasted for
one week, with the theme of the Biennale, * Less Aesthetics,
More Ethics , government officials, urban planners, architects,
teachers, student and citizens from Holland, Italy, France
and Spain gathered together in the workshop, to draw the
future blueprint, to investigate the new urban typology and
structure, to find the role of architects in the course of urban
development.

Under the condition of clear program and good preparation,
the international workshop can achieve a more profound and
idealistic result. In July 2003, for the strategic development of
the trans-Elbe and the preparation of International Garden Show
2006 and the International Building Exhibition 2013, to meet
the regeneration of post-industrialization and the sustainable
development of the city, Hamburg City has invited government
officials, urban planners, architects, landscape architects,
student and citizens from Germany, Holland, Spain, France,
Italy, UK. and China for the program of ‘ Leap Across the Elbe
altogether more than 140 people has taken part in the event.
They have been divided into mixed teams for five areas project,
every area had two or more teams working on the master plan.

The workshop has been held in the warehouses area of the Elbe
Port and sustained for a whole week with lectures, seminars and
discussion.

In the workshop, the draft sketches and the mid-term jury,
the final jury and analysis is the key issues for the studio,
which is helpful to promote the students’ ability for analysis
and thinking argumentation, design skill and judgement.
During the jury, students can learn from each other, and self-
critique. The professors’ and tutors’ comments and evaluations
will be of important instruction for the students. Sometimes,
the workshop will select the outstanding designs and grant
prizes to the students’ projects, which will greatly promote the
creativity and encourage the desire to meet challenges.

The international workshops of the College of Architecture
and Urban Planning (CAUP) has a quite long history since early
1990s, the field has covered architecture, urban planning, urban
design and landscape architecture etc. The future city, the urban
traffic, the regeneration of historical areas, new city planning,
the preservation of historical architecture, the ecological design,
urban landscaping and others have been investigated in the
workshops. The universities and architecture schools from
Australia, Austria, Canada, Germany, France, Holland, Greece,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Kuwait, Norway, Poland, Spain, Tunisia,
Switzerland, UAE, U.K., USA and others with Chinese universities
together for the investigation of mutual real problems. The
workshop are held in Shanghai or abroad and become an open
campus.

In October 2000, an international workshop for EXPO 2010
Shanghai was co-organized by European University, the Urban
Planning and Administration Bureau of Shanghai, Tongji
University, which achievement has promoted the selection of
EXPO site on the waterfront of the Huangpu River, an industrial
area for transformation from an original planned green area,
it means an important sustainable urban development,
to transform the polluted land full of factories, docklands,

warehouses into public open space.

This atlas has shown some of the projects of the international
workshops in recent years, which are the achievements of the
workshops, and also the collection of design thinking, it is a
trace of the history, but also the footprints for the investigation
of architecture thinking.
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This joint venture in international design education was
conceived by academic leaders of Tongji University and
the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1987. The
first UIUC/Tongji University Summer Program in China in
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning was
designed and directed by Professor of Architecture, James P.
Warfield and Professor of Landscape Architecture, Jonathan
Hammond of the University of lllinois, and by Professor Zheng
Shiling, the former Dean of the College of Architecture and
Urban Planning (CAUP) at Tongji University in Shanghai.
Featuring components of travel in China and formal study at
Tongji University, the program stressed cross-cultural studies
in the built environment with an emphasis upon international
design issues. Since that first program in 1988, the project
has continued under the coordination of Professor Warfield,
involving over a dozen faculty from the University of lllinois
and nearly 40 from Tongji University. It has fostered strong
professional and personal relationships between Chinese and
American faculty and students and has weathered international
storms including the SARS outbreak in 2003. Conducted

approximately every other year (1988, 1991, 1993, 1997, 2000,
2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 and 2010) with student groups from
the University of Illinois varying from 10 to 15 and an array of
visiting faculty and administrators, the program has developed
and flourished. This summer, Professor Warfield will conduct
the 2012 program as a celebration of 25 years of cooperation
between the University of lllinois and Tongji University.

In the course of its 25 year history, the China Program can
list among its alumni a number of former students who are
now making major contributions in the design profession in
firms such as SOM, Norman Foster, Wiss-Janney-Elstner and
HOK. The program'’s teaching membership has also excelled.
Zheng Shiling became the Vice President of Tongji University
and an outstanding contributor as leader of the architects
and urban planners who have brought the city of Shanghai
into the 21st century. He designed the first bridge across the
Huangpu River opening Pudong and allowing a renaissance
of modern architecture in that new financial center of China.

He redesigned, Nanjing Road, the busiest shopping center in




the world and has most recently been selected as the primary
architect in charge of themes for Expo 2010. Wu Jiang, Professor
Warfield’s teaching assistant in 1988, became Deputy Director
of Shanghai Urban Planning Administrative Bureau and has
playing a leading a leading role in architectural preservation,
and is now the Vice President of Tongji University. Wu Zhigiang,
the former Dean of CAUP and host of our program, and is now
the Vice President of Tongji University, led the international
design team which won the competition for the master plan of
Expo 2010.

Since the beginning of the China program, Professor Warfield
has conducted field research in vernacular architecture in
a variety of rural communities throughout China, traveling
after students return home and employing Tongji faculty
and students as translators and travel guides. That research
work was presented to the Chinese public in 2003 in the form
of a major exhibit entitled “Inalterable Dreams: People and

Architecture of China’s Folk Environments” at the Deke Erh

Art Center in Shanghai. The exhibit received national press

throughout China, and was later shown at | space in Chicago.
Most recently, Professor Warfield has written Roads Less Traveled
summarizing his research in worldwide vernacular architecture.
It was published in China in English and Chinese by UN +
Architecture and was released for international distribution in
early 2008 at an opening of his exhibition at Kengo Kuma'’s Z58
in Shanghai.

For 25 years, the UIUC/Tongji University Summer Program
in China in Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urban
Planning has remained a small, but significant international
program. Over the years, the University of lllinois has hosted a
number of Tongji faculty members in Champaign Urbana. This
year, we welcome two visiting scholars and a first Ph.D. student
from Tongji University to study in the School of Architecture.
Conceived as a joint venture between two mighty nations and
between two major universities, the program has succeeded
most in its ability to remain small and personal affecting the
lives of students and faculty alike.

1‘(»244-\, — Zasf
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5 - EHRETIASE 2004: HMEHEX ZSHHEHIET
Tongji - Princeton University 2004: Urban Design for the No.2 City

Block of Old Town Suzhou

i&1t# / Designer:

EF K% / Tongji University: BB, I, 2050, R, XE, XERE, BKIE, &5, #%, BKE £L8L, #
®X, BRE, 5%, AAER, BXR, &, 8Fz, B, SHES, %BER, MK, B£, BRI/ Chen Chao,Tang L,
Guo Zhiming, Li Qiuyun, Liu Min, Liu Zujian, Nie Zhaozheng, Zhao Wei, Hu Tao, Chen Feng, Shi Chenming, Huang Jinyu, Yin Yong,
Fang Fang, Sun Hongliang, Hui Wuyang, Sun Jing, Hu Yuzhi, Ruan Ping, Hu Guojian, Chai Xuyuan, Bu Yu, Wan Quan, Lei Gang
LMRETIH K Z /Princeton University: Adekunle Adeyemi, John Bassett, Christopher Leong, Brian Tabolt, Meredith Miller, Alysa

Nahmias, Theresa Stehel, Els K Verbakel

£S5 EIF / Instructor:

[&]57% K% / Tongji University: £, #AAH / Zhuang Yu, Dai Songzhuo
LTI AZ / Princeton University: Mario Gandelsonas, Els K Verbakel

A 1EBE#: / Collaboration College:
FREFI A / Princeton University

EFRFER ST ML ZER / CAUP, Tongji University

st AtiE / Completion time:

2004 £ 9 H - 2004 £ 12 H / September of 2004 - December of 2004

AN EEX —SHBMUFREEILA, LRFETS XESHE,
SEERREARRE, AERENF, BERRIESXE, SHBER
69.29 R — S RBAMR, thEAIERIRK. AHIVKORS,
BAEEENE. BRAZ. AESFHERT, hAEHENKANE
GRE, FEETEFREENTERMSE, HREILRH S
AL, cHEFEMAL, BEEBEHFENREHNRE. HHOE
ARBEEAMNLRAEME. FREBASRM. REAREBEIH
TR FREEBEBAMREN “RER" KRS, BIFNETRE
BMEGE, AREABERN, REINGE, XERE, FKiPHA
FIRsCY, BHEHEXMAFHBETRRZH.

The No.2 City Block of Old Town Suzhou locates at the northwest
inside the city river. It is a mega-block which is totally about
69.29 hectare, surrounded by Renmin Road to the east, Tao-Hua-
Wu river to the south, the city river to its north and Tao-Hua
Bridge Lane to its west. The site is also quite mixed. It includes
the old house and memorial temple for Tang Yin - a famous
Ming dynasty calligrapher and painter, Pu-Yuan garden, several
old houses for some other famous historical figures, clusters of
some traditional local style residential courtyards/ houses and
Suzhou Silk Museum as well. The site is also consist of several
factories/ warehouses at its northwest side. The altitude of the
terrain slightly varies and is considerable low in topography
compared with the other part of the old town.

In this studio, how to activate the mega-block with certain
kinds of transparency should be taken into account. And
how to dissolve segregated historical areas isolation within
this city block and instead to integrate these attractions with
overlapping a new 3-dimensional network of urban links is
encouraged.
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