ElliZz9 5B &d 20120 H) - A~ X5 1R N 5855 I v i kB

| OOKING BACK AT CHENGDU

Through Lens of an American Photographer In the Early 20th Century




B ). AR ESDEE AREER ORZUH

S /P %

g & LB (TR Bk B R&E B B Ok
FER & K EEN WL

SRR AR R REAS

BB, B9 - RZEME (%0E) Luther knight(U.S.A)

B B, SkZ9% John E. Knight T Ef wyl910@sina.com

Yok, 7 - fERIJE Jo Pickering %y John E. Knight

UM bt EER

WOUEE. Mo ERME 4 4 ARG BIDA Wk

YRR WaEE ERIA

dsckoR: B BURE

FoATgmA. FERE K W

Sepiiseit. ZERfd HOKE

BEHERBE (CIP) BiE

EIFEE o 201208 EE B P REES S
() IpZfaps. — 26K, —dbst o rPERIEH AL,
2013.3

ISBN 978-7-5032—4688—3

1. Ol 0. O M. OEFE#E—EE LR
V. ©J431

o [ B A P 5 1 CTP A% 7°(2013) 55041940 5

[ B& [ 5 ——20tH 42— £ E A §53L FH R BLAD
MM R A T v Dt R e

Ho hle dbsCECE TR RS ILS

B Ec 4t : 100005

AR ALl g R SOk A R ]
BN R Ab st Rz G B A PR 2 =]

hiz W 201343 A 520

Efl U 201343 A4S LR EN I

A, 889x1194=tk  1/16 Esk: 7.5
Efl . 11500/

I SB N 978-7-5032-46883

#  fir: 88.00C

(FEBLFRE BIENALR)

(All right reserved. Reproduction is prohibited without written
permission from copyright holder.)

] . o (L)



LOOKINE BACK AT CHENGDU
( 3 BN AN erit

Uiy

B, B’E - MWERE
Photographer: Luther Knight

L ORI X

China Travel & Tourism Press






SEZEWI ELBRALI oo eeeeeeeeeenenneeeseenesissnnnns ()
o = N 1877 s T TR T TP |
FREIE GAFRIAR -evvvereereeeeeeesnemmnennennnnnians 3()
EASHIHE SERCIH oevereeeeeeeereeseeremmmmninnine 56
I [HRIEL ceeereeereeroeressesnetanenesinces 64
HAE=0E P TE oooveeverorerronsserasssresansonssns 8
LR KT BUIAERIR -oovervororereorssorsssessssssonsase §)
FEAE « BB T o vesovnss snvassives ssn susuunansons  [02
I B AL —— TR B i eee evooosesnnssnnssnnnenes 104
AR BB J e -eeerevsesensososnsssesssssessonnsssse 108

CONTENTS

BOEWOI <« .- s sensosmmsnsinsnsmnss saminmss sasssssum s mmsaiansoss 4
Celebrations Inside and Outside the Royal City.......... 10
Qingyang Temple BAzZAAr........c.comsmmmsasinsssssriesassans 20
Agriculture in Sichuan .........ccccccocioiiiniiiniiiiiiiee 30
CUStOMArY SIUCIULES u.. ssusseemnsmmenrsscssomsssmnmsnnroreseassenisoss 40
Sichuan Institute of Higher Education........................ 56
The Tea Road in the Kangding Area of Sichuan............. 64
Going North t0 Aba.......ooooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeees 72
Walking 0 GALZE .......reovanceseresessssasnsessnsnsansassssnsssssass 78
The Yangtze River's Three Gorges.........ccccvvveeeeeereennns 82
The Photographer - Luther Knight...........c....ccooooee. 92
Chronolopy of Knightl ... cusassmessssssassossnesssnavsiss 102
Luther Knight - My Uncle ........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiee 105

LISt Of PROOS ...ccoonennvemnnesvmanonsssossssssvassannsossnesnsnssasassns 108



]

b Ak 55— KT KA b0 1 P 1 SR O b PR T e
] 5 e b X TR B O . ST R E A, RHIRER, KOS AR
45004E (9 3T F12300 L 4E etk b, XA “RAFZIET KEHM
K2 & T RN % SCALFE B A A

2042, EAE R EE RS A BRI, — AR - D
FEMEEA, ALy B, RBIHES, EBT WA PY I 5 o
(APUNIFRT ) o BBz ix, oA BHS i R i X
v B AR LTS ic o NS 23 B 2R IRUE . ASCRALRIRE &
ARGLAIRESR B T . X SE IF e 2 DB B T LU TR .y ik 4
M. HESESCH T, A, i RIRARE AR IRTT AR
M2 EEH . Hetbi R i . BRI AT . S8 o I 3
. BOR NEMES S IRERIS A PRI R S il . (0GR

=== Foreword

Located in the hinterland of the West Sichuan Plain in the up-
per reaches of the Yangtze River, Chengdu is a major central city
in Southwest China. Rivers and canals crisscross in the city that
boasts fertile land and beautiful natural scenery. With a civiliza-
tion of 4,500 years and a history of 2,300 years, Chengdu, known
as the "land of abundance," has nurtured splendid culture and
many outstanding people.

In the early 20th century when China witnessed great social
changes, Mr. Luther Knight, an American, came to Chengdu and
worked as a teacher in the Sichuan Institute of Higher Educa-
tion (today's Sichuan University). In his spare time, Mr. Knight
took pictures in Chengdu city proper and its neighbouring areas.
The pictures, covering a wide range of subjects, depict moun-
tains and rivers, places of historical importance and society in
Chengdu and its neighbouring areas. For example, they depict
the imperial palace of the royal city of the ancient Shu Kingdom;
terraced fields on both sides of the Minjiang River: the ancient
tower in Pengxian: the Anlan Chain Bridge in Dujiangyan: hard-
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working students: flower and temple fairs: the assembly of ex-
cited people in the Railway Protection Movement in 1911 and
majestic-looking officers. They are the oldest pictures about
Chengdu whose number has surpassed 100.

Looking at the pictures taken 90 years ago, contemporary
people can trace the development trends in Chinese society,
know many unique folk customs, many of which are known to
few, and understand the fine cultural heritage of the Chinese na-
tion. The pictures, which are of great help to researchers who
want to know the look of Chengdu from the late Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911) to the early Republic of China (1912-1949), can help
us know and build the city better, boosting its leapfrog develop-
ment.

Mr. John E. Knight an offspring of Mr. Luther Knight, is
friendly to the Chinese people and has donated Mr. Luther
Knight's pictures to Chengdu. Selected by experts, the pictures
are now published in the album.



Paddy Fields Along the River-Banks  Northwestern Guanxian County Spring 1911

T'he extreme northwestern

gion of the Sichuan Basin has many rivers and valleys. Along the

banks of the Minjiang River near the Chengdu Plain. paddy fields lie in rows. After the autumn

harvest. you can see paddy fields full of water on the hills. By storing water in this way, the peas-

ants need not fear for their winter crops: when the spring rains come, it is easy for them to plant rice

for the following year. With the help of such "winter-water fields." peasants are able to plant and

produce rice widely throughout Sichuan's valleys
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2 Qinglongchang Bazaar  Northern Suburb of Chengdu
Winter 1910

On what Sichuan people called "Ganchang" (Going to Mar-
ket) Day, fresh vegetables grown in the winter used to cover the
streets of Qinglongchang in the northern suburbs of Chengdu;
among these, the radi: gathered after the first frosts were
outstanding in terms of both quantity and quality. A child sells
a meter-long rush in the corridor among the s n old Si-
chuan, people used them as lamp-wicks, and also as medicinal
herbs. The spaces in front of houses or under trees in the ba-
zaar are transaction areas for grains and livestock feed, where
many buyers and sellers gather to do business. Behind the
stands, tables and stools are set up. A few snack stands await
the arrival of clients. Someone is having his hair cut under the
eaves of the house in front.

At the end of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), there were
an estimated 400 bazaars in C vdu's suburbs and the nearby

counties, reflecting the vitality of the area's agricultural trade.
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Lens of an American
apher In the Early 20th Century

later Qing Dynasty, the northeast district of Chengdu was a place from where

charitable organizations operated. This photo was probably taken in that area.

4 ITRTESE  BEEAETL
BARRE. WEDE)|LE

Winter 1910
In the late Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) Chengdu had various charitable

3 A Glimpse of Charity

organizations, which opened up homes for unwed mothers, kindergartens, or-
phanages etc. The photo here, taken in winter, is of children at an orphanage.
A middle-aged woman sits at a table and stitches clothing. She is surrounded
by 15 children. some standing, and some sitting. Under a lattice structure by

the wall sits a young girl. Though they were probably abandoned or orphaned

children, all are dressed well and appear healthy. The buildings and walls of

this courtyard exemplify the customary construction of the day. During the

4 Young People's Amusement  Street in Chengdu  Autumn 1912

At the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of
china (1912-1949), a game played with copper cash was popular among
Chengdu's young people. Victory or defeat was determined by calling
"heads or tails," or by getting 'heads' while striking the other person's coin
with a single copper cash. The dress of these four youngsters is tidy and of
good quality; they appear to be from well-off families. The eldest wears no
hat, and has short hair in the new style, while another still has a long braid.
The houses behind them have wooden board fronts, an architectural style

characteristic of ordinary people's houses in old Sichuan.
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=== Celebrations Inside and Outside the
Royal City

At the beginning of the 20th century, protests against the
Qing Dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of china as
a result of the Railway Protection Movement constituted a pro-
found historical transformation of Sichuan's economic structure
and life-style.

At the end of November 1911, the establishment of the Da-
han military government in Sichuan ended the authority of the
Qing Dynasty in the province. The impact of the 1911 Sichuan
Revolution reached its peak as thousands celebrated in Chengdu.
The city's towering buildings and wide yards form a backdrop for
these activities, combining to give a colorful picture of the wider
10
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cultural setting.

The Royal City of Chengdu, founded at the beginning of the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) in the fourteenth century, originally
belonged to Zhu Chun (the 11th son of Zhu Yuanzhang, first Ming
Emperor), Prince of Shu. The Royal City outlasted the Ming and
Qing Dynasties, the Republic of China, and New China, and un-
derwent many vicissitudes before its destruction in the "Cultural
Revolution" (1966-1976), It used to be regarded as the symbol of
Chengdu. It was a key site in Sichuan's history and culture, and
in the memory of her past.
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1 A T 5 Stream Beneath a Flag with the "Han" Character Royal City of Chengdu Nov. 27,

1911
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On Nov. 27, 1911, the people of Chengdu flock to the Royal City. Here they take part in cel-
2P/ 1[5

ebrations marking the establishment of Sichuan's military government, and celebrate the victory
of the Revolution of 1911 in Sichuan. On this day. many people are present, from both inside and
outside the city. Looking outward from the city gate, we can see houses on both sides of the street,
and a stone memorial arch inscribed with the characters "Seeking wise people for the country" out-

side the door of the middle gate. Inside the gate on the left is the Sichuan School of Law and Politi-




cal Science. A white flag with 18 stars and the character for "Han" in black hangs from the school's
wooden fence.

The Royal City of Chengdu, damaged in the wars at the end of the Ming Dynasty but compre-
hensively rebuilt early during the reign of the Qing Dynasty's Kangxi Emperor, was the place where
Sichuan's students took the civil service examinations. Several schools were founded there after
Keju (the system of degrees provided under the traditional examinations) was abolished near the
end of the Qing Dynasty, as part of a movement to promote modern schools. After the overthrow of
imperial rule, the Royal City was successively the residence of the Dahan military government. then

of the Governor of Sichuan
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6 Celebrating the New Policy in the Royal City Nov. 27, 1911

Royal City of Chengdu

The buildings along
the central thoroughfares of
Chengdu, running from south
to north, are: Duanlimen (the
middle door), Longmen, the
Mingyuan Mansion, a stone
memorial archway, Zhigong-
tang, Qingbaitang. and Wen-
changgong: the last one is
Houzimen.

On the day of the founding
of Sichuan's Dahan military
government, people fill every
square and yard between the
major buildings along the
central avenues. The yard in
front of Longmen is particu-
larly crowded. On the left is
the yard of the Sichuan School
of Law and Political Science,
which seems not to be open
to the outside during the cel-
ebrations. Behind Longmen,
many residents also gather in
the square in front of the Min-
gyuan Mansion.

The Mingyuan Mansion
was one of the most important

buildings in the city. Rebuilt

h Len
pher In

Photo, th Century

in 1864, it was a three-storey mansion in the architectural style of the Ming Dynasty. Between
Longmen and the Mingyuan Mansion's middle gate, a bamboo memorial archway has been tempo-

rarily erected, adding to the festive atmosphere.
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7 Heated Gathering Nov. 27, 1911

Royal City of Chengdu

Several hundred people are gathered in the square between the Mingyuan Mansion and the stone

memorial archway, most of them in long gowns and waistcoats. Some still have the then-traditional
queue (not surprisingly, since the later law had not yet been promulgated requiring that these long
braids be cut off). On the north side of the square, where the Qing-Period civil service examinations
were held, is a stone memorial archway, carved with the words, "Seeking Talent from All Walks of

Life." The high building behind the archway is Zhigongtang, only part of whose outline is visible.
Under the eaves of the east and west sides of the building hang several flags carrying the "Han"

character for Sichuan's Dahan military government.










