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Foreword

Wu Kwang-tyng, Director, Taipei Fine Arts Museum

Post-Impressionism was the core concept of modern art as it evolved
in the early twentieth century, and among the so-called “Post-
Impressionist painters,” the most representative figures were Paul
Gauguin, Vincent Van Gogh and Paul Cezanne. Cezanne pursued
harmony between form and color and a breakthrough in painting
form, while Van Gogh strove to explore the critical tensions of his
inner mind and the material possibilities of his medium. Gauguin's
art, meanwhile, was multifaceted and complex, his personal history
enigmatic, his decisions shocking. For many years his works have
attracted countless followers and a mass of passionate admirers.

Gauguin'’s influence on the ensuing generations has been wide-ranging
and far-reaching. By planning and presenting this exhibition, the

Taipei Fine Arts Museum hopes to fully convey the substantive import
of Gauguin’s artworks throughout his artistic career. This is the first
Gauguin exhibition in Taiwan to be independently curated and in which
the works have been and independently selected. For this exhibition,
we have borrowed 58 paintings, sculptures and prints from both his
early and late periods from over ten art museums, foundations and
private collectors in Europe, the United States and Japan. It is our hope
to present the transformations and innovations in artistic style that
Gauguin achieved throughout his dramatic life. In particular, his works
in printing, bronze sculpture, woodcarving and ceramics are the least
commonly seen. Yet Gauguin dedicated tremendous energy to these
art forms, sparking a vogue for primitive art in the European art world,
and reinvigorating the flagging vitality of Western culture. Moreover,
his vibrant physical action and perseverance in these media freed pure
art in the West from its bonds, opening up a broad boulevard of

new thought.

In addition, in order to highlight the influence that Paul Gauguin

had on his contemporaries at the end of the 19" century, leading
them to free themselves from the constraints of natural realism, this
exhibition also offers for the purpose of comparison 28 works by 16
artists belonging to the Pont-Aven School and the Nabis, all of whom
were inspired by Gauguin. Through the works of these followers, we
hope to afford greater understanding of Gauguin's influence and
contribution to the intellectual trends of 20"century modern art, such
as Fauvism and Expressionism. Through the conceptual arrangement
of this exhibition, we also hope that viewers in Taiwan will more fully
comprehend the evolving thought and corresponding perspectives of
Western art history.
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Since 1990, the Taipei Fine Arts Museum, as an international platform
for exchange in modern and contemporary art, has been collaborating
with private enterprises and major international art museums to

hold large-scale, international special exhibitions of modern art. For
the successful unveiling of this exhibition, we owe our most sincere
gratitude to all the art museums, foundations and private collectors
who have extended their kind assistance and support. | wish to thank
the Taipei City Government and the Taipei City Department of Cultural
Affairs for their assistance, as well as Universal Exhibition Co. Ltd. and
Universal Impression Co. Ltd. for their generous sponsorship and
participation, which has allowed this major exhibition of Gauguin to
take place in Taiwan. | wish to thank the Western art history scholars
in Taiwan, professors Ming-ming Lee, Kuang-yi Chen and Chun-Lan
Liu, for the enlightening papers they have presented as part of this
exhibition. | also extend my sincere gratitude to the international
scholars Andre Cariou, director of Musée des beaux-arts de Quimper
of France; Richard Kelton, president of the Kelton Foundation

of the United States; and Guillermo Solana, artistic director of
Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum of Spain, for their generous scholarly
contributions. By affording the people of Taiwan the opportunity to
appreciate the accomplishments and attributes of 20"-century art,

we hope to stir in the scholarly community rumination that is both
incisive and expansive, and to nourish the art viewers of Taiwan. The
international lending of artworks among museums, the scholarly
sharing of resources, and the sponsorship and support of everyone
involved has made this exhibition a reality, and on behalf of the Taipei
Fine Arts Museum, | offer my heartfelt thanks.
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Foreword

Hsueh-Ying Kuei, Chaieman, Universal Exhibition Co., Ltd.

In recent years, cultural and creative industry has been developing
rapidly in Taiwan, and our people have shown much more interests
and passion towards international art exhibitions. For this reason,
Universal Exhibition Co. Ltd. and Taipei Fine Arts Museum co-organize
the Elsewhere: Paul Gauguin exhibition, providing people a chance to
get to know the Post-impressionist Maestro better.

Gauguin is a figure much discussed and studied in the field of Art
History. Every year, organizers around the world seek after his works to
exhibit. This event marks the first time ever that an exhibition dedicated
to Gauguin is organized in Taiwan. Universal Exhibition has worked
diligently, making arrangements with private collectors and renowned
museums around the world, to borrow the works of Gauguin and bring
them to Taiwan. This is a great opportunity where the people of Taiwan,
no longer needing to go abroad, can appreciate the outstanding works
and feel the unique charm of the Maestro.

Over eighty pieces of artwork by Gauguin will be displayed; this is a
valuable opportunity for art lovers in Taiwan. All people are welcomed
to enjoy the great works of the great artist, and are encouraged to
see, through Cauguin's eyes, the primitive yet stunning Garden of
Eden depicted in his paintings. Gauguin's contribution to art has
made him one of the most significant figures in the history of art;
through this exhibition, people can learn more about the reforms and
breakthroughs that he had brought, and the influences he had left
behind impacting later generations.
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Foreword

Teresa Ying-Tzu Li, President, Universal Impression Co., Ltd.

It was at the National Callery of Scotland, Edinburgh that | had my
first encounter with Gauguin; | saw The Vision after the Sermon for the
first time in my life, and was awed by Gauguin's persistent use of large
color patches. The bold strokes impact the audiences both visually and
mentally, letting out a silent yet powerful cry. Gauguin's overflowing
crealive passion reaches deep down into people’s souls. Even until
today, that feeling still lingers and has never gone away.

anejald

Therefore, it is a great honor that Universal Impression Co. Ltd. can
take part in the organization of Elsewhere: Paul Gauguin, which will be
held in Taipei Fine Arts Museum. This is the first large-scale exhibition
in Taiwan to display the works by Gauguin in a full spectrum. Gauguin's
talents were not just reflected through his paintings, but also through
his sculptures and ceramics; his talents had also influenced the art-
ists of the Pont-Aven School and the Nabis. Through this exhibition,
audiences in Taiwan are able to look back at Gauguin's spontaneous
and romantic creative career; feel his creative impulse that made him
fight through obstacles to return to the roots of the primitive form of
art; understand Gauguin’s longing for primitivism and see the human
dignity deeply rooted in his works.

Needless to say, during the organization stage, the team had to over-
come many challenges. Owing much to the assistance from dozens of
museumns and galleries, and private collectors all around the world, we
would like to express our utmost gratitude to your. Your enthusiasm
and recognition are the warmest support for us. Most importantly, we
would like to thank Mr. Michal Clarke, Director of the National Gallery
of Scotland, Edinburgh UK, for lending out the crown jewel of their
collection Three Tahitians, making this event much more prestigious.
There will be nothing more that we can ask for from our friends in the
world of arts.






