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PREFACE

All other ccuntries in the world have their myths, so does China. Myth is an
ancient seed, which has produced gorgeous flowers of literature, art, philosophy,
religion, law and ethics from different ethnic cultures.

As early as in the Pre—Qin period, more than two thousand years ago, China
had accounts of recorded and annotated myths. However, scientifical collection and
study of myths started only after the May Fourth Movement at the beginning of this
century. The founding of New China turned this work of collecting and sorting out
the myths into a cause of the people. Especially in the past ten years and more after
implementing the policy of reformation and opening to the outside world, under
the leadership of the Party and government, the entire nation has launched a vigorous
movement to compile three folk literature collections: folk tales, ballads and proverbs,
which is virtually in unprecedented scale another general survey and check-up of our
huge spiritual and cultural treasure, thus bringing forth on the whole a
comprehensive and accurate clear picture of the present appearance of Chinese myth
and legend.

Such well-known myths as the “Pang Gu Creation Myth”, “Nu Gua Patched Up
Heaven. ., “Archer Yi Shot Down Nine Suns™ and “Jing Wei Tried To Fill Up The
Sea” demonstrate the heroic mettle and creative talent of the Chinese nation at its
early days. The three similar myths regarded as major epics: “The Life Of King Gezal”
(Tibetan), “Jiangel”(Mongolian) and “Manas”(Kirgizian) manifest the scope and
intelligence of China’s ethnic minority masses in creating and understanding their
own history. "The Life Of King Gezal”, having one and a half million lines, is also a
Guinness-like event for its amazing length and encyclopaedic content. China, with a
very long history, is also a land rich in legends. With “The Cowherd And The
Weaving Girl™ “The Legend Of The White Snake”, “Meng Jiang Nu" and “Liang
Shan Bo And Zhu Ying Tai (The Butterfly Lovers)™ as its four major representative
works, Chinese legend has grown with the development of the history of the
Chinese nation. It preserves the legendary imagination of myth and also possesses a
strong realism quality. It continues to write its sequel to the myths on the basis of
the heritage of deep and profound national folk culture.



We can thus proudly say that Chinese myth(epics) and legend is an Oriental
garden of unique style. It does not have descriptions like that of the hierarchy of
gods on Olympus., nor that of the Egyptian pyramids, and that of the Indian
Buddhist—originating delicate incense smoke. It was locally born and bred on the
banks of the Yangtse River and the Yellow River, collectively created by our national
community, especially the broad masses of the people. It has been transmitted by
word of mouth, enjoyed by generations to generations and has developed a popular
form. It is a common “ancestral legacy”™ and “family property” possessed by all the
descendants of the Yellow Emperor.

Following its publication of "The World's Famous Fairy Tales Series™. the Xin
Lei(Fresh Buds) Publishing House once again has invested considerable manpower
and material resources in the compilation of a large-sized serial pictorial of Chinese
myth and legend, based on utilizing the achievement of the general survey of our
national folk literature. Obviously, their intention is to present to the stage of world
literature this treasured legacy of our country, so that the Orient link up with the
Occident, and China be understood by the world. With a strong feeling of national
pride and a strong sense of social responsibility of a publisher, they conscientiously
undertake this significant task of promoting and developing the excellent traditional
culture of our country, sowing with zeal these golden seeds among the readers at
home and abroad. An old man doing research for several decades in the field of folk
literature and folklore, I, with all my heart, bless them for their important task and
acclaim their feat!

Compared with those of other countries in the world, Chinese myth and legend,
more or less, acquires the following distinctive features.

It is a seed of life "Not one and the same custom could be found in a thousand
li, nor the same convention in a hundred Ii ".Besides, on the earth we inhabit, exist
variegated cultures of social customs as numerous as the sands of the Ganges.
Ancient Chinese myth and legend and the national culture of social customs have
developed together and are complementary to each other. This pattern of existence
has brought forth vitality for it in national aesthetic tradition, citizens’ self-education,
and research in history and science. The cradle of the national principal culture has
caused it to rematn constantly fresh.



It is a seed full of vigor. China is a big family where the multinationalities live in
harmony. Chinese myth and legend is the embodiment of the historical quintessence
handed down orally by the people of the multinationalities of this country, and
therefore displays its exceptional richness and abundance. It is in this long-term
exchange and interpermeation that China's multinational folk culture has developed
its own unique style and features.

It is a seed of enormous size. China is also famous for its vast territory. The
development of myth and legend in different regions is unbalanced. As is known to
all, among the world’'s four ancient civilizations, myths of three civilizations have
long declined and bbecome a thing of the remote past, whereas the result of China’s
about half-year general survey has shown that part of China's ancient myth is still
alive in the Central Plain area, and some fragmentary and dying myths of Han
nationality turn out to survive among the people of the ethnic minorities. It is indeed
a miracle! ‘

In the compilation of this pictorial, the Xin Lei Publishing House has given due
attention to the expression of these unique style and features of Chinese myth and
legend. Therefore, their task target is traditional, whereas their popularizing angle is
novel and original.

As a unique reflection of ideology passed in the course of ethnic history, the
folkloric structure(mode of thinking and convention of narrating) of myth and legend
is not confined to a particular language. When translated into another national
language, the linguistic structure of Chinese myth and legend usually has to undergo
some modifications, but its folkloric structure can remain unchanged. Notwithsta-
nding this, readers all over the world, whether from Chinese-speaking area or
non-Chinese-speaking area, can still appreciate the folkloric content of Chinese myth
and legend and our friends speaking different languages and with different colors of
skin may still savor the aroma of the flowers blooming from its seed in their hearts!
Little Red Mansion,

Beijing Normal University ZJW

August 20, 1991 At the age of 88
Translated by Lin Yongfu






SR

BZRia/K
E R
SAIEH
ESW/ANEEJIT

— BB LI

EE 2K BH

CONTENTS

Flood Myths: Kun And Yu Fought The Flood
Ju Ling Tore Open The Mountain

Kua Fu Chased The Sun

Yu Gong Removed The Mountain

Er Lang Chased The

Sun, Carrying The

Mountains In His Shoulder Pole



B2 BB ia7K

Yt S/ T IGETF
Z 1 g S
PEIR /AR AR

Flood Myths: Kun And Yu Fought The Flood
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1.1t is said that during the reign of the sage ruler Yao, Man offended the
Heavenly Emperor Tien Di by their vices. The Emperor started a flood as a
warning to Man. Soon Earth was turned into a vast expanse of water. People
suffered torments from hunger and soaking in the muddy water. They had to
protect themselves from venomous snakes and beasts of prey. Some hid
themselves in caves. Some built nest-like shacks on trees for shelter.
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2.The many deities in Heaven were afraid that Man would become extinct if
the situation should continue for long. They implored the Emperor of Heaven
for-mercy. /. /Among them was one named Kun,who deeply sympathized with
Man in their sufferings. He took the initiative in asking to be sent to bring

back to Heaven this huge body of water. And the Emperor of Heaven gave
his consent.
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3.Kun stole from Heaven the “xi rang (hsi jang)"——the “swelling mold”, a
magic kind of soil which had the property of ever swelling in size on its own.
A handful of it, when cast on the ground, would instantly turn into.a high
mountain. With this, Kun tried to hold back the waters, but, on the
contrary, the water rose higher and higher. Kun failed and was executed at
Yu Shan(Feather Mountain) at the order of Emperor Yao.
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4 Failing in the efforts did not in the least make Kun resign himself to this
tragic end. Instead, having a great and firm heart of universal love, his body
remairmed for three years without decomposing, but conceiving a son Yu.

After three years’ growth, Yu possessed various kinds of magic force,
surpassing even his father.
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5.When Tien Di (Emperor of Heaven) learned of this unusual outcome, he
sent a deity to cut open Kun’s belly. Lo and behold, Yu jumped out of it,
and Kun instantly became transformed into a yellow bear and plunged into
Yu Yuan(Feather Gulf) with no trace left.
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6.Yu rose to the sky and was granted an audience with Emperor Shun in
Heaven Court. He pledged to continue his father’s work, and conquer the
flood. Emperor Shun was moved. He not only awarded Yu the xi-rang (the
“swelling mold”™), but also sent Ying Long (the Winged Dragon) to help him
accomplish his mission.



