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Unit 1

Textl

Part I. Warm-up (for reference only)

1. Do you have the experience of taking an airplane? Have you dreamed of traveling by
spaceship one day?

Yes. That’s very interesting.

Yes. I did once travel in space in my dream. It was so wonderful. Five, four, three,
two, one — take off! Slowly, and with a great roar, I was lifted off the ground by my
spacecraft. All the people nearby cheered and shouted as they watched the flames and
smoke come out of the bottom of the rocket. Oh, my, I was on my way to the space at last.
But I knew that it was a dangerous journey. I was traveling at 40,000 kilometers an hour
— that is 30 times faster than a jet engine. The force of gravity now pushed me back into
my seat, and it was very difficult for me to move. But I knew this usually happened at
take-off, and I wasn’t so worried. I closed my eyes and waited. Out in space, the heat from
the Sun is very, very great because there is no atmosphere around the spacecraft (like the
Earth’s atmosphere) to protect it from the Sun’s heat. Looking out of the window, I could
see the Earth. It was beautiful! The Earth was shining brightly, and it looked like a huge
ball hanging in space. What a dream! "

It was reported that some wealthy people in the U.S. went to the outer space for a
trip. I believe some day in the near future some people in China will go there too and I'1l
be one of them.

2. How much do you know about Shenzhou VI?

Shenzhou VI was the second human spaceflight of the People’s Republic of China,
launched on 12 October 2005 on a Long March rocket from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center. The Shenzhou VI spacecraft carried a crew of Fei Junlong (3#{2 %) and Nie Haisheng
(ZMg M) for five days in low Earth orbit. The crew were able to change out of their new

lighter space suits, conduct scientific experiments, and enter the orbital module for the first



time, giving them access to toilet facilities. It landed in the Siziwang Banner of Inner

. Mongolia, the same as the previous manned and unmanned Shenzhou flights. Shenzhou VI
was a fundamentally different mission from the early flights of the Russian and American
manned space programs where solo (¥.3fif]) flights were tested for years before multiple
(£~HY) astronauts were blasted into space. The space ship was also different from the
early Russian and American models. Besides having a propulsion module (###) that
was disintegrated ({§143#) in the Earth’s atmosphere after use, an orbital module was de-
signed to stay in space for months after the manned portion of the flight ended.

Part 1. The text
|. Technical terms

1) astronaut (or taikonaut): a person who travels into space, or who makes a career in
doing so. The criteria for the definition of an astronaut (may) vary. In the United
States, people who travel above an altitude (&%) of 50 miles (approximately 80
kilometers) are regarded as astronauts.

2) space suit: A space suit is like a very small spacecraft. It has everything an astronaut
needs to live outside the craft, like a radio, oxygen, something to drink, and special

pockets to put urine in. To some extent, it is the astronaut’s mini-world.

3) Long March: (£1iF ‘X &, Chang Zheng) , an expendable launch system made in China.
Its development and design are sponsored by the China Academy of Launch Vehicle
Technology (H [Hiz . k #iH A#F5TB%) . The rockets are, confusingly, abbreviated
(43%%) both as LM and CZ in English.

2. Structure analysis of the text

Parts Paragraphs Main Ideas

China has achieved a great success in the launch of the second
Part One Paras. 1-2

manned spacecraft.

The success is made up of three stages of China’s manned space
Part Two Paras. 3-4 :

program.

Two big steps forward foretells the brighter future of China’s
Part Three Para. 5

space program.

_ 3, Use of the words and phrases

1) sweep: to move quickly and powerfully



e.g. The new dance craze swept the whole country.

2) domestic: not foreign, native

e.g. This newspaper provides more foreign news than domestic news.

3) carry out: to perform; to conduct

e.g. The experiment will be carried out in space.

4) result from: to happen as an effect or result

e.g. Many illnesses result from lack of exercise.

5) shuttle between: to move by a vehicle used for a regular journey usually over a short
distance
e.g. When she’s at home, she shuttles between the kitchen and the garden.

6) lay foundation: B¢ ZAl
e.g. In these early years Shelley laid the foundation for his future thinking in religion
and science.

. Text explanation

1) Based on all these breakthroughs in technology ... space engineering system.
BB, A XA ER L, PEIGER M RARRELREER
ABUE, HEY MR ETRER,

2) With the completion of the three-stage ... space activities regularly.
B P BN TR =8R8 52 B, b B 00 5L AR 280 AT LUE S PR
KEWEES T .

Part 1ll. Reflection and discussion

|. True or false questions
1) China began its first manned space travel in 1992. (F)
2) China is the third country that has succeeded in manned space flight. (T)

3) As the first manned spacecraft, Shenzhou V spacecraft had improved its equipment

and undergone some further scientific experiments. (F)

4) The experience accumulated (2 %) by Shenzhou VI for multi-day, multi-person orbital
trips will pave the way for more ambitions space programs in the future. (T)

5) China plans to set up a long-lasting space lab and build a new space engineering

system that will help scientists and astronauts do more space experiments. (T)
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