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British Holidaying Habits

In the late 1970s. air travel became affordable / for the average family in the UK,/
and more people started traveling abroad for their summer holidays. / After all, the
British weather wasn’t very good, even in summer, / so a lot of people left the country
for a vacation. / In the 1980s and 1990s, young people in the UK became wealthier on
average. / As a result, they started to go abroad in groups / to places such as Spain and
Greece. / Once they arrived at their destination, / they met with other groups of young
people, and had one long party. / British holidaying habits have begun to change,
however. / Climate change means that the UK now has a hotter climate, / so people do
not need to go overseas to find good weather. / Also, going abroad is more expensive. /

As a result, more British people are choosing to spend their summer holidays in the UK.
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New Year’s Eve

For many people in the west, New Year’s Eve is the biggest party of the year. ..
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L EREE EXRE
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Yet the Internet has the potential for good and bad. One can find well-organized,

information-rich websites. /
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This made doing business much easier, /but people still found coins inconvenient to
carry/ [2004 £ H. 5 ]
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very attractive,/,
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@ TEST 1

Pet

A pet is an animal we keep / for emotional rather than economic reasons. / A pet
animal is kept as a companion, and we all need companions / to keep us feeling happy. /
But pets offer us more than mere companionship. / They invite us to love and be loved.

Many owners feel their pets understand them, / for animals are quick to sense
anger and sorrow. / Often a cat or a dog can comfort us at times / when human words
just do not help. / We feel loved, too, by the way pets depend on us / for a home, for
food and drink. / Dogs especially, look up to their owners, / which makes them feel
important and needed.

A pet can be something different to each member of the family /—another baby to a
mother and father, a sister or brother to an only child, / but for all of us pets provide
pleasure and companionship. / It has even been suggested / that tiny pets should be
sent as companions to astronauts on space ships, / to help reduce the stress and

loneliness of space flights. /



T mEr 2K IhSilgeoe (—)

@ TEST 2

Civilization and Culture

There has been a strong tendency to use civilization and culture interchangeably /
as though they mean the same thing, / but they are not the same. /

The word civilization is based on the Latin civis, inhabitant of a city. / Thus its
most essential meaning is the ability of people / to live together harmoniously in cities,
in social groupings. / From this definition it would seem / that certain insects, such as
ants or bees, are also civilized, / which live and work together in social groups. / But
there is more to civilization, / and that is what culture brings to it. / So, civilization is
inseparable from culture. /

The word culture is derived / from the Latin verb colere, till the soil. / Most of its
definitions suggest a process / of starting and promoting growth and development. / In
its modern use the word culture refers / to all the positive aspect and achievements of
humanity / that make mankind different from the rest of the animal world. / Culture
has grown out of creativity, / a characteristic that seems to be unique to human beings. /
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@ TEST 3

Distance Between Two People When Talking

Unconsciously, we all keep a comfortable distance around us / when we interact
with other people. / This space between us and another person forms invisible walls. /

The amount of space changes / depending on the nature of the relationship. / For
example, we are usually more comfortable / standing closer to family members than to
strangers. / Personality also determines the size of the area / with which we are
comfortable when talking to people. / Introverts often prefer to interact with others /
at a greater distance than extroverts do. / Cultural styles are important too. / A
Japanese employer and employee usually stand farther apart / while talking than their
American counterparts. / Latin Americans and Arabs tend to stand closer than
Americans do when talking. /

For Americans, the usual distance in social conversation ranges from about an
arm’s length to four feet, / and less space may reveal how uncomfortable they are. / In
cultures where close physical contact is acceptable and even desirable. / Americans may

be perceived as cold and distant. /
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@ TEST 4

Creativity

Creativity is not something / one is just born with, / nor is it necessarily a
characteristic of high intelligence. / That a person is highly intelligent does not mean /
he uses it creatively. / Creativity is the matter of using the resources one has to
produce original ideas / that are good for something. /

There are things that parents can do at home / to encourage creativity. / They can
involve children in decision-making / if the problem is appropriate, asking the child for
suggestions. / Parents can help their children / to understand the consequences of
various decisions. / Parents should also encourage their children / to talk out loud about
things they are doing. / Thinking and language skills are closely related. / Talking out
loud improves language skills and thinking skills. / It is important to give children
choices. / As children grow older, / parents should let their children make more serious
decisions, / but not automatically help them too much / if they make the wrong
decision. / This may be confusing for the child, / but that is all right. / This is because /
one of the most important traits of creative people is a very strong motivation / to make
order out of confusion. /

1
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@ TEST 5

Mussels

Mussels are found worldwide. / Some live in the sea. / Others inhabit freshwater
streams and lakes. / When you try to move a mussel from a rock, / you will discover
what an incredibly firm grip it has / —a necessity if the mussel is to resist the sharp
grab of a hungry seabird or the pounding waves of the sea. /

How does it manage to cling so tight? / When it chooses a place to set up home, /
it pokes its tongue-shaped foot out of its shell / and presses it against a solid surface. /
Special glands give off a fluid mixture of proteins / into a channel that runs the length of
the foot. / This liquid quickly hardens into a fine, / elastic thread about an inch long. /
Then a tiny pad-like structure at the end of this thread give off some natural glue-like
substance, / the mussel lifts its foot, and anchor line number one is complete. / These
strategically placed threads form a bundle, / which ties the mussel to its new home in
much the same way / that ropes hold down a tent. / The whole procedure takes only

three or four minutes. /
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