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Rare”  the species imonly recorded Tron 1-2 sites:
“Uncommen - the speeies is recorded from 3-10 sites:
“Common = the speetes is recorded from 11-100 sites:
“Widespread the species is recorded trom over 100 sites,

PS: The standard of rare” s follosing Mr. Wilson s standard,
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Until 'relatively recent times, dragonflies

were studied by only a few entomologists, but
in this new century they are receiving ever
increasing attention from nature lovers all over
the world. Many now derive great pleasure
from the hobby of observing and photographing
dragonflies, in the way they have long watched
and photographed birds. Numerous new
books introducing dragonflies, enabling their
identification and reporting their regional or
local diversity are being published in many
countries.

The present book by Wu Hongdao is among
the first of its kind from the mainland of China.
The bilingual text is limited, but the superb
colour photos provide an excellent introduction to
the diverse and colourful world of south Chinese
dragonflies. Although, the area of Huizhou City
covers only 6 % of the land area of Guangdong
province and a tiny 0.11 % of the whole of
China, this area is home to at least 174 species of
dragonflies - about 70 % of species known from
Guangdong and one quarter of the total Chinese
dragonfly fauna. This is mainly because the area
of Huizhou City includes several well preserved

protected areas. The most famous is Nankunshan

provicial reserve, which is especially rich in
dragonfly species and has been particularly well
studied. Within Huizhou City there are also
suitable wetland habitats outside protected areas,
in both lowlands and mountains.

The first book illustrating Chinese
dragonflies was Edward Donovan’ s famous
classic An Epitome of the Natural History of
the Insects of China, published in London in
1798. Two of its 50 fine hand-coloured copper-
engraved plates illustrate six dragonfly species.
All of these, including the beautiful Neurobasis
chinensis, the first dragonfly from China and the
whole of Asia to be scientifically named, are also
to be found in Wu' s book. Since the time of
Donovan the world has changed in many ways.
However, the beauty and diversity of insects
continues to fascinate us, and books showcasing
their splendour are still being published. I
feel privileged to have been invited to write
these few lines introducing this fine book. The
pleasure is especially personal, as, during joint
brief visits in Nankunshan and Luofushan parks,
I have witnessed with my own eyes the author
taking some of the photographs which are here

reproduced so splendidly.
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Situated in the southeast of Guangdong
~115° 28’
east longitude and 22° 24" ~23° 57’

Province, Huizhou (113° 51’
north
latitude) belongs to the southern subtropics
monsoon climate zone, covering an area of
11,370 square kilometers. It" s annual average
temperature is 22°C and the rainfall here averages
1700 ~2300mm a year. With a large area of hills,
mountains and good forest vegetation (forest
coverage rate reaching 59.8% ), Huizhou has
26 nature reserves for forests, wild plants and
animals, which are at the national, provincial,
municipal, district and county levels. It also has
36 forest parks. The reserves and the forest parks
cover a total area of 114,800 hectares or 10.1%
of the total land area of Huizhou, providing very
important breeding sites for wild animals which
include dragonflies.

Including 3 suborders —Zygoptera,

Anisozygoptera and Anisoptera, dragonflies refer

to all the insects of order Odonata which subjects

to Insecta, Arthropoda. So far there are over 5,800
species known all over the world, and a total of
over 600 species have been found in China. There
are a lot of habitats appropriate for dragonflies
to breed in Huizhou, like Mt. Nankunshan,
Daliangcun Village in Ruhu Town, Mt. Luofushan
and Mt. Xiangtoushan. After 12 years of the field
surveys, the author has recorded 174 species
(including subspecies) in 97 genus, 17 families
and 2 suborders in Huizhou, all their beautiful
pictures can be found in this book, including the
world-famous species Chlorogomphus papilio
and Archineura incarnata, as well as many other
little known species. Through this book, we hope
dragonflies lovers, fans as well as experts, can
have a better understanding of dragonflies in
Huizhou. And we also hope that this book can
get more people who are interested in dragonflies

know more about these water sprites.
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The Nankunshan Provincial Nature Reserve
was established in 1984 by the Guangdong
Provincial People’ s Government. The protected
area of 1887 hectares, is a reserve of the ‘forest
ecological system’ type . The reserve is located
in the Longmen County, south central Guangdong
Province.

The percentage of forest cover in
Nankunshan Reserve is over 98.8%, and the
average altitude is over 600 meters. The peak of
the mountain, which called ‘Tiantangding’ |, is
1210 meters in height. The aim of the reserve is
to protect the forest ecosystem of south Asian
tropical evergreen broad-leaf forest as well as
the rare animals, plants and specialized habitats
found within the forest. With luxuriant vegetation,
murmurous streams and beautiful biological
environment, the reserve provides an ideal habitat
for wild animals and plants, including insects.
There is a record of over 2500 species of higher
plants, 7 of them endemic to China; It is also
known to be home to a total of 269 vertebrates
in 4 classes, 29 orders and 76 families, including
32 species listed in the first and second nationally
protected animal list of China. The reserve is

especially rich in dragonflies. A total of 153

species have been recored which occupies
nearly a quarter of the known species in China.
Therefore the Reserve has become the important
habitat of dragonflies in Guangdong and even
in China. Every year, plenty of domestic and
oversea, experts and lovers of dragonflies come
here to make their observations. The holotype of
the rare Planaeschna nankunshanensis Zhang, Yeh
& Tong, 2010 was also collected in the protected
area.

In the reserve, the environment is
extremely pleasant, the air is very clean and the
climate is very congenial. The average level of
negative air ionization reaches 4134 per cm’ in
the forest, which is among the highest in China.
The bacterial concentration of the air is only
115-178 per cm’, only 0.5% of the 28600 per
cm’ found in the Guangzhou Railway Station.
The freshwater in the streams has reached level
I standard of drinking water. In the hot summer,
the average temperature in the reserve is
usually 5-7 'C lower than in urban Guangzhou,
Dongguan and Huizhou cities. It is therefore
a most delightful and salubrious place to visit

during the hot summer.



Compound eyes of dragonflies
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The compound eyes of dragonflies are glittering and translucent, like
gorgeous jewels. They may be brilliant blue, emerald green, greenish black,
bright red or golden yellow — the colour varies from species to species. The

eyes are perhaps the most attractive feature of dragonflies.
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Dragonflies are hemimetabolous insects and
pass through the three life stages of egg, larva
and adult. The larvae, breeding in freshwater
habitat, leave the water when they become
mature and emerge. This is the process of the
emergence of the magnificent Chlorogomphus

papilio.



