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INTRODUCTION

Biographical note

Jane Austen was born in 1775 at the parsonage of Steventon, a small
town in Hampshire. Her father was rector there. When he retired the
family moved to Bath, a famous holiday resort on the sea, and after
his death to a town called Chawton. Although her family was upper
class they were not very rich. She was the last of seven children and

Jane Austen’s house at Chawton.



her older sister Cassandra was her lifelong friend and confidante. 1
Jane Austen lived a quiet life, much like that described in her
novels; except for the four years spent in Bath and Southampton and
rare visits to London she lived entirely in the country. She and her
family visited friends, went to parties, danced and loved reading.
Jane began to write to amuse her family.

Pride and Prejudice was based on an early novel called First
Impressions which hadn’t been published. The author rewrote it and
published it anonymously 2 in 1813 under its new title and the
Prince Regent 3 sent her a message expressing his admiration for the
novel. Altogether, four of Jane Austen’s novels were published in
her lifetime: Sense and Sensibility (1811), Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen enjoyed staying in Bath.

1. confidante : %X ° 3. regent : $RBE -
2. anonymously : B H o



(1813), Mansfield Park (1814) and Emma (1816). Two other novels,
Northanger Abbey and Persuasion were published posthumously. 1
She was working on another when she died suddenly at the age of
42. She is buried in Winchester Cathedral.

Chawton House and Church, where Jane Austen’s brother lived.
Oil painting, 1809.

1. posthumously : (Mtib#g) 7EEHERE -
11
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Before you read

n Listen to the first part of Chapter 1 and say:

a. who rented Netherfield Park

Read the text to check your answers.

14



CHAPTER ONE

C% f%{/com er al f%f[e/‘ /ﬂf/

" )
veryone knows that a single man with a fortune
must want a wife. His feelings may be unknown,

but when such a man first enters a neighbourhood, 1

all the families there immediately consider him the
property of one of their daughters.

‘My dear Mr Bennet,’ said his lady one day, ‘have you heard
that Netherfield Park is let 2 at last?”’

Mr Bennet answered that he had not.

‘But it is,” she said. ‘Mrs Long has just been there and she told
me all about it.” Mr Bennet didn’t answer.

‘Do you not want to know who has taken it?’ cried his wife.

1. meighbourhood : (4Bifr) Hi[X -
2. let: FliH -
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‘You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hearing it.’

This was invitation enough.

‘Why, my dear, you must know that Mrs Long says that
Netherfield is taken by a rich young man from the north of
England; that he came down on Monday to see the place, and was
so happy with it he agreed to take it. His servants will be in the
house by the end of next week.’

‘What is his name?’

‘Bingley.’

‘Is he married or single?’

‘Oh! single, my dear! A single man of large fortune. What a
good thing for our girls!’

‘How so?’

‘My dear Mr Bennet,” answered his wife. ‘You must know that
I am thinking of his marrying one of them.’

‘Is that why he is coming here?’

‘Nonsense! But it is very probable that he will fall in love with
one of them so you must visit him as soon as he comes.’

‘Why me? You and the girls can go, or you can send them
alone, which will be even better. You are as handsome as any of
them. Mr Bingley might like you best.’

‘My dear, you flatter 1 me. When a woman has five daughters
she ought to stop thinking of her own beauty. But you must go
and see Mr Bingley when he comes.’

‘I cannot promise that.’

‘But think of your daughters. Think of Jane and Elizabeth.
Think of Mary, Catherine and Lydia. Think what a fortune it
would be for one of them. That is why Sir William and Lady

1. flatter : 7K
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