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Preface
B 5

The elements in European style design have an eternal appeal over time,

constantly attracting designers to explore the essence of beauty and its expressive
forms.

Narrowly speaking, European style refers to a visual art effect, with classical
characteristics, and presented by using the techniques of the ancient Greek
and Roman architecture and the Italian Renaissance architectural style and
the classical order. This style of architecture was more often than not applied
in palaces, memorial architectures, and public buildings, whose purpose is to
strictly abide by the explicit rules and norms, and to believe that beauty results
from appropriate measure and proportion.

This book selects 30 typical cases of hotels representing European style, and truly
represents the demonstrative forms of European style, reflecting how the classical
order provides all the other elements with measurement in particular. This is so
constructive in understanding and designing the interiors for hotels at present.
In addition, a lot of details with classical style and furniture and furnishings
are also truly represented in this book, which is of great reference value for the
application of symbols in design.
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otel Imperial

ExBEE

Austria
B ith F

Built: 1863 Opening date: 28 April, 1873 Remodelled: 2000 Rooms: 103 Suites: 35 Storeys: 5 Spa Sevices:
Fitness and Health Studio on the roof
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Hotel Imperial was built in 1863 for Royalty. It was the Vienna residence of the Prince of Wiirttemberg until 1873. That
vear, the stately palace on the magnificent historic Ring Boulevard was transformed into Hotel Imperial for the World's Fair.

The march of history has left little impression on this place, as everything remains in meticulously preserved 19"-century
style. Truly the palace of a prince, the grand facade is Italian Neo Renaissance with emblematic details. The two-storey
wood-panelled lobby presided over by a green and cream marble balcony, is lit by magnificent giant chandeliers shining
from high stucco ceilings radiating aristocratic air. A grand marble royal staircase leads up to the first-floor breathtaking
Royal Suites, connected to an adjoining rooms for bodyguards and assorted entourage. The greatest suites are Prince of
Wiirttemberg (Royal Suite), Imperial Suite, Maisonette Suite and Elisabeth Suite, each one with its own distinctive character
reflecting in a very special way the palace's historic ambiance. Exquisite crystal chandeliers glitter from seven-metre-
high stucco-decorated ceilings spreading the rooms in sparkling upper-class elegance, star-patterned parquet in the salon,
and opulent crystal chandeliers over the bed. Each of the suites is imbued with imperial style and each is unique. Private
balconies offer splendid views of the roofs and spires of old Vienna. It's no surprise that the guestbook reads like a who's who
of the musical arts, from Wagner in 1875 to,'more recently, the likes of the Three Tenors and even the occasional pop star.

The interior furnishings of Hotel Imperial artfully showcase the 19"-century romance of Vienna with pristine marble and
hand-carved statues. The imperial ambiance is spiced with the sweetness of Viennese charm and aristocratic savoir faire.
The rococo theme extends to the elegant wood-panelled Restaurant Imperial and the hotel's secluded Bar Maria Theresia.
Restaurant Imperial is quite formal, serving a blend of traditional Viennese cuisine and more exotic international fare,
all with an eve towards the finest local ingredients. The time-honoured Imperial Restaurant and Café Imperial have



accommodated many famous authors and composers who penned their masterpieces while sipping coffee in the noble ambiance. The Imperial Torte is
served here, one of the most famous desserts in a city that specialises in sweets. The legend says that a kitchen apprentice created it in honour of Emperor
Franz Joseph I on the occasion of the IHotel Imperial's opening.
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