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Chengde has long been known in China for its rich endowment
of cultural relics and its unusual beauty. It was one of the first 24
cities designated by the Chinese government as cities of great
cultural and historical importance, and it ranks among the top ten of
the 44 major scenic attractions in China. In 1994, UNESCO
proclaimed the Mountain Resort in Chengde and its outlying temples
as part of the cultural heritages of mankind.

Chengde is like a bright pearl set in the Yanshan Mountains in
northeastern Hebei Province. It boasts a large number of exquisite
palaces and magnificent temples, which blend well with the luxuriant
forests, vast stretches of grassland, and spectacular peaks and rocks
in the surrounding area.

The Mountain Resort was the summer residence of the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1911) imperial family. Extending over 5.64 million
square meters in the urban area of Chengde, it is the largest imperial
park existing in China. Construction began during the reign of
Emperor Kangxi (1662-1722) and was completed 90 years later
during the reign of Emperor Qianlong (1736-1795). Scattered across
the Mountain Resort are some 130 groups of structures built in
different styles and totaling about 100,000 square meters in floor
space. Each of the two emperors, Kangxi and Qianlong, chose 36
scenic spots in the Mountain Resort and wrote inscriptions for each.
Kangxi's inscriptions have four characters; and Qianlong’s have
three.

The palaces possess characteristics of both north and south
China. Yanyulou (Tower of Mist and Rain), Jinshan (Golden Hill),
and Canglangyu (Isle of Bluish Waves) are exquisitely built to reflect
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the charm and elegance of the garden architecture of the south.
Zhenggong (Main Palace), Donggong (East Palace), and
Songhezhai (Pine and Crane Study) reflect the magnificence and
simplicity of the garden architecture of the north. The northern wall
of the Mountain Resort rises and falls with the mountain ridges like
a miniature Great Wall and the verdant Garden of Ten Thousand
Trees looks like a vast stretch of grassland.

Located northeast of the Mountain Resort are 12 temples built
in the styles of different ethnic groups of China. The temples are
magnificent and spectacular, and they set off the Mountain Resort
as stars set off the moon. They were witnesses to a number of
historical events, and symbols of the national unity and China’s efforts
to resist foreign aggression and to safeguard its sovereignty and
unity during the Qing Dynasty.

The outskirts of Chengde are dotted with many spectacular
rock formations including the towering Qingchuifeng (Club Peak);
Tiangiaoshan (Heavenly Bridge Mountain), which resembles a
rainbow across the sky when seen from afar; and Shuangtashan
(Double-Pagoda Mountain), which looks like two colossal columns
rising abruptly from the ground and towering into the sky. The unusual
natural beauty and the magnificent Mountain Resort and temples
have given Chengde a reputation as the Pearl North of the Great
Wall.

The scenery of Chengde varies with the season. The photos
in this album record the city and its attractions from different angles
and in different seasons of the year. We hope our readers will like
them.
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on the World Heritage List

Inscription on this List confirms the exceptional
and universal value of a cultural or
natural site which requires protection for the benefit
of all humanity
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A painting of the imperial residence in
Rehe  Construction of the Mountain Resort
started in 1703 during the reign of Emperor
Kangxi. This painting of 36 beautiful sites in
the Mountain Resort was done by court artist
Leng Mei in 1711 when it began to take shape.
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Danpojingchengdian (Hall of Simplicity and Sincerity)  This is the main hall of the palace in the Mountain Resort. It was built in 1710 and
rebuilt with an aromatic hardwood called nanmu in 1754. During the Qing Dynasty, it was the site of grand celebrations and also a place where
Qing emperors received foreign envoys, princes, dukes, and ministers
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Sizhishuwu (Study of Four Understandings)  The study served as a resting place for the emperor before and after grand ceremonies. It was
also where the emperor called in his ministers to discuss state affairs.
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Yanbozhishuang (Hall of Refreshing Mists and Waves) The hall was the living quarters of the emperor in the Mountain Resort. It is quiet
and cool and was the first of the 36 scenic spots delineated by Emperor Kangxi. In the center of the photograph is the throne where the emperor
sat when receiving respects from his empress and concubines.
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A board inscribed with the words
“Guard against impetuosity and
exercise patience” in the handwriting
of Emperor Xianfeng

Originally, these words were
used by Emperor Kangxi to warn his
son, Emperor Yongzheng, against
impetuosity. China was beset with
increased domestic troubles and
foreign aggression under the rule of
Emperor Xianfeng (1851-1861), so
the emperor wrote this phrase for
himself as a rule of conduct. The
board hangs in the eastern room of
the Hall of Yanbozhishuang.
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The imperial bed in Xinuange (West Warm Chamber) ~ On the wall of the chamber hangs a board inscribed with the characters “yi zhai"
(Studio of Restraint) in the handwriting of Emperor Qianlong. Both Emperor Jiaging (reigned 1796-1820) and Emperor Xianfeng died in the bed
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Qiwanglou (Tower with an Enchanting View) Qiwanglou, actually a group of palace buildings, is on a mountain slope southeast of the
Lizheng Gate and stands close to the wall that encircles the Mountain Resort. It is the sixth of the 36 scenic spots chosen by Emperor Qianlong.
The area is beautiful, featuring rolling mountains with thick forests.
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Although the Qing Dynasty summer resort in Chengde is called the Mountain Resort,

An aerial view of the lake area in the Mountain Resort
it owes much of its charm to its beautiful lakes. There are eight lakes of different shapes and sizes, divided by islets and sandbars and artistically

linked by causeways and bridges.
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Shuixinxie (Mid-Lake Pavilions) The pavilions stand on a flat stone bridge spanning the picturesque Silver and Lower Lakes with their vast
expanse of blue water always wrapped in mist.



