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“Be the change you want to see in this world. ”
— Mahatma Gandhi

It gives me a particularly great deal of pleasure to write the preface to Dr. Guomin
Wang'’s book, Cleft Lip and Palate Surgery and Speech Language Pathology. 1 have had
the opportunity to personally become well-acquainted with Prof. Wang, his work, and,
more importantly, his compassionate care of patients with cleft lip and palate. For 30 years,
he has been in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Shanghai 9th People’s
Hospital, and Shanghai Jiao Tong University, where he has held the rank Professor since
November 1997. His approach to the treatment of cleft lip and palate and speech pathology
has evolved since training at Showa University in Japan under Prof. Michi Kenichi, and later
with Prof. Donald Warren, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Craniofacial Center, in
the United States. He has dedicated his outstanding career to the treatment of cleft lip and
palate, having performed over 20,000 surgical corrections in China of patients with cleft lip
and palate and other facial clefts. We know that his hope is the improvement of cleft care,
the development of training programs, and the delivery of excellence in cleft care in China.

Prof. Wang is a gentle, soft-spoken man who projects kindness that comes from
within. His charity work extends beyond China to other countries, including his efforts on
behalf of the World Craniofacial Foundation, Operation Smile, Smile Train, the
International Cleft Palate Foundation, where he serves on the Board of Trustees, and other
NGOs. He is a very diligent, dedicated surgeon who has compiled a very important book
that brings attention to children in China born with cleft lip and palate and to the need for
the development of multi-disciplinary care. This is an optimal time for improvement in cleft
care in his country.

This book brings together those who have developed cleft treatment in China to the
present time. It covers the multi-disciplinary care of these patients, including primary and
secondary cleft surgery, VCFS and Robineau sequence, velopharyngeal insufficiency,
speech disorders and speech-related problems, bone grafting, secondary jaw deformity and

orthognathic surgery, nursing care, psychological issues, the treatment of rare facial clefts.

*1_
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The 21 chapters, written by various experts and edited by Prof. Wang, are extensive,
comprehensive, and based on their personal experiences in China. It is intended for all
doctors interested in cleft surgery and/or those who participate in cleft team work, as well
as medical graduates, patients and their families, and any professionals interested in taking
care of cleft patients.

Congratulations to all of them for writing this important text on cleft care. Prof. Wang
says as he goes places, he is asked, “How did you get to do so many cases successfully?” “I
have never had a good quick answer,” he comments, “but I tell them, ‘When I write my
book, you'll find out. *” So this is his answer, and I'm pleased to write this Preface for this

dedicated surgeon.

Renth 54», 40

Founder and Chairman
World Craniofacial Foundation

2011. 10
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