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PREFACE |

Baotou City, known as the Prairie Pearl, the Steel City on Grassland, is located in the western
part of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, and enjoys the rich Hetao Plain, magnificent Yinshan
Mountain and vast Darhan Maomingan Joint League Grassland. The Yellow River, the mother
river of the Chinese nation, flows through Baotou from west to east, providing convenient water
transportation for the city. The unique geographical position and varied natural environment enable
the geopolitical economic model and the colorful cultural characteristics of Baotou.

Since the ancient times, Baotou city has been the front strip of farming and animal husbandry
economy. The civilization of Central Plains, representing by farming economy, and the civilization
of Grassland, by nomadic economy, collided, blended and learned from each other which finally
realized the pluralistic culture feature in this area.

In rude times, a large number of pottery, agricultural tools, fishing and hunting tools and
microlithic tools which were broadly and only used in grassland were unearthed from the Neolithic
sites such as Ashan and Xiyuan. The production and living condition of the primitive pioneers in
Baotou area combines farming elements with nomadic information.

The first period of economic development and cultural boom in Baotou history is from the
Warring States Period to Qin and Han Dynasty. Along with the changes of environments and the
ruling powers, Baotou was controlled by regimes of Central Plains and Grassland alternatively.
A new pattern of farming civilization and grassland civilization influencing each other took shape
in this period. Two different cultures absorb from, take the best of and incorporate each other’s
quality ingredients, and finally form a pluralistic culture with local characteristics. The colorful rock
paintings, elegant cultural relics, stretching miles of the Great Wall of Qin and Han Dynasty, and
simple and unsophisticated tile-end with inscription of Marriage of the King of the Huns (BFFOFE)
reveal without exception the regional characteristic of the synchronous development of agriculture
and animal husbandry economies and the harmonious coexistence of the Central Plains and
Grassland cultures.

The period of Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties is another important age in the history of
economic and cultural development of Baotou area. Located in the north and south of Yinshan
Mountain and the bank of Yellow River, serving as a communication connection of the west and
east, Baotou city enjoys a richly endowed geographical position and favorable natural environment,
which accomplished the economic model of fitting for farming, livestock husbandry and commerce
and laid a foundation for the form and development of the modern Baotou city.

With the further development of farming and livestock husbandry and the rapid increasing of



all kinds of special products, the commercial activities between the central plains and the grassland
conducted in full swing. In the process of trade, cultural exchange and religious spread undertook
subtly, finally leading to the formation of Baotou as a commercial port with the feature of land and
sea terminals.

Cultural relics such as the blue-and-white jar collected from Site of Yanjialiang, Nestorism
Christian tomb stone unearthed from Aolun Sumu City of Yuan Dynasty, stone tablet from Meidai
Monastery and Thangka of Qing Dynasty collected from Baotou City concentrate and witness the
economic development, cultural exchange and religious spread of Baotou in Yuan, Ming and Qing
periods. Different ethic groups coexist harmoniously and develop side by side, creating an open,
inclusive and multicultural Baotou.

Under the efforts of the staff of Baotou Museum, we witness the publishing of the catalogue
named Selection of the Baotou Museum Collection, which is really a fortunate result for those who
paid attention to it. All together 71 cultural relics, 38 Thangkas and 51 rock paintings are included
in this catalogue, most of which are excavated and collected from Baotou. From one side, this
catalogue reflects the history of striving for life of ancient local people, the economic and cultural
development and the communication of different ethnic groups in Baotou City. When we enjoy
these treasures, we can’t resist admiring the delicate, conscientious and keep improving attitude of
the craftsmen, praising their intriguing conceptions and creative capability and comprehending their
calm and unhurried state in increation. The craftsmen created a colorful life and dream home by
their own hands. It is the simple spirit of the craftsmen that enables us to appreciate the splendid
cultural relics and the broad culture of our nation.

On the occasion of publishing, | show my respect to all the members who committed to this
catalogue, and express my sincere thanks to those who paid attention to it and supported the

publication. | really feel comfort to the development of museum career in Baotou City.

%" é ‘/}é Sun Hongmei

Standing Committee and Director of Propaganda Department of
Baotou Municipal Committee of the CPC
September 9, 2012
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