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o A Passage 1\

©v={
: ) Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus

* Christ on the twenty-fifth of December.

Christmas Day starts in the year which Jesus was born. The letters A.

1 Christmas Day

D. with a year mean “Anno Domini” or “in the year of our Lord. ”

Christmas Day is a very happy day for many boys and girls. Before
thie tenthientds in shme schools , the children act a “birth” play, showing
how Jesus was born in a stable.

Many of the celebrations at Christmas are old customs. Some fa-
thers dress up in a red coat and put on a long white beard. They pre-
tend to be the Father Christmas,or Santa Claus and put presents by the
beds of their children.

To most Christmas in Europe and America, Christmas Day finishes
the year,although there are still a few days left after it. Shop windows
are decorated with Christmas trees some months before December, and
notices are put up saying “68
shopping days to Christmas” or
“21 shopping days to Christmas” .
Cotton wool is stuck on to the shop
windows to look like snow.

Parents buy presents for their

children. Then they have to hide

them in the house to stop the chil-
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dren from finding out what “Father Christmas” is going to bring them.

On the twenty-fourth of December, all children are very excited.
Usually they are sent to bed early so that their parents can get the
presents ready. The younger children think that Father Christmas will
come down the chimney or fire-place, so they hang up a sock for him to
put presents in. The greedy ones even hang up a big bag to try to get
more presents. Later that night, Father or Mother will put some presents
in the sock and leave others at the side of the bed.

On Christmas morning, the children wake up very early. Some e-
ven turn on the light at two o’clock ,and most of them are awake by six
o’clock although it is not light in England for another hour or two at
this time of the year.

Children look for their presents,and the younger ones play while
the dinner is prepared. At about one o'clock in the aftemogn, the
Christmas dinner is brought in. The turkey or chicken is quickly eaten.
Children search in their Christmas pudding for new coins, which are
hidden in it. The rest of the day is full of games and eating until the
happiest of all Christian holidays comes to an end.

Words
lord [lowd] n. EF; b
stable [ 'steibl] n. L&, G
celebration [ ;seli'breifn] n. P#i
decorate [ 'dekareit | ». %Eifi
pudding [ 'pudip] n. AT
Notes
Jesus Christ HR#RILAE
Anno Domini /AJC
Santa Claus ZE#E# A
stop+--from---  BH 1k
hang up HiE2
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6. Christmas pudding &#Ef T
7. Christian holidays RV H

~ Reading Gomg
1. Christmas is .
A. the birth of Jesus B. on 25th,Dec.
C. a happy day D. all the above
2. Who is the real person to give children gifts on 24th Dec. ? -
A. Father Christmas. B. Santa Cluse.
C. Their parents. D. Their friends. s

3. Which one is not true through the passage?
A. Christmas is a traditional festival in western countries.
B. Shops can sale a lot of things during it.
C. Jesus was born on 25th,Dec.
D. Father Christmas will come down from chimney.
4. On Christmas Day,
A. children get up early

% P 5

B. people will have dinner at home
C. they will eat turkey

D. all the above
5. Which one is not the western festival?
A. Thanksgiving Day. B. Valentines’ Day. Q
C. Spring Festival. D. Easter. ‘
[

A Passage2 \

Education in the United States

Most Americans start to school at the age of five when they enter
kindergarten. Children do not really study at this time. They only attend
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for half the day and learn what school 1s like.

Children attend elementary
school for the next six years.
They learn to read and write
and work with numbers. They
also study the world and its

people.

After they leave elementary school, children go to junior high
school for three years and senior high school for another three years.
This is called secondary education. In some places the children go to
elementary school for eight years and high school for four. At any rate,
elementary and secondary education together takes twelve years to
complete , excluding kindergarten.

In their secondary education children get more advanced knowl-
edge and begin to concentrate on their special interests. They usually
study further in history, geography, government and English lar;guage
and literature. They may choose to study foreign languages, advanced
mathematics or science, such as physics or chemistry. Students who
plan to go on to college or professional training must take some of these
courses in order to enter college. Other students who do not intend to
go on with school may take classes in computing or typing or other sub-
jects that will help them in the business world. Some senior high
schools are vocational. Boys may learn to operate machines or do other
work. Girls may learn cooking,sewing or office work.

Public schools are free to all boys and girls, but some parents pre-
fer to send their children to private schools. Some private schools are
connected with churches, and children receive religious instruction as
well as their regular studies. Other private schools are not religious , but
have small classes and very good teachers so that parents think their
children will get a better education there than in the larger classes of
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the public schools. These private schools do not receive any tax mon-
ey ,so most of them must charge the students several hundred dollars a
year to pay for the cost of the school. Boys and girls attend the public
schools together,but many private schools are for girls only or for boys
only.

Higher education is given in colleges and universities. The

average course is four years. Students choose a “major” subject and
 take many courses in this subject. After four years, they get a
bachelor’s degree. Then the students may go on to graduate school and
with a year of two of further study get a master’s degree. After another
year or two of study and research,they may get a still higher degree as
doctor of philosophy. Higher education trains people to become teach-
ers, nurses , engineers, dentists or do other professional work. Lawyers
and doctors must go to school longer than four years.

Most states have universities that do not charge much money to
residents of that state because public taxes help pay the cost of the uni-
versily.

Words

1. elementary [ eli'mentori] a. EAM ;¥4
. concentrate [ 'konsentrit | ». ;B4

2
3. literatue [ 'litaritfa] n. 302
4. professional [ pra'fefonal] a. i ; B Y
5. vocational [ vou'keifnl] a. % &9; 4 BT A BERIH AR
e ]
6. religious [ ri'lidzas] a. SEEAY; WA ; 4001
7. philosophy [ fi'losofi]| n. #2
8. resident [ 'rezidont ] n. JE{EH;ER
Notes

1. secondary education HEHF
2. advanced mathematics %%
3. private school A AL
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bachelor’s degree 2421
master’s degnee ﬁ:t;fz
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Secondary and elementmy education takes to com-

plete, excluding kindergarten.

A. six years B. eight years

C. a decade D. a dozen years

At the secondary school American children get more advanced

knowledge and begin to concentrate on

A. their advanced mathematics or foreign languages

B. their cooking,sewing or office work

C. their typing,or operating machines

D. their individual special interest

Some parents prefer to send their children to private schools

because

A. these schools execute only religious teaching programs

B. these schools have small classes and outstanding teachers
so that their children could get a better education than in
public schools

C. these schools do not receive any tax money

D. these schools are constituted for girls only or for boys only

Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the

passage?

A. Higher education is given at colleges or universities.

B. Lawyers and doctors must go to school longer than four
years.

C. The students go on to graduate school and with a year or
two of further study get a doctor’s degree.

D. Students choose a “major” subject and take many courese
in this subject.



