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Abstract

This book centers round the Chinese language and its culture. Chapter
1 introduces the origin and formation of the Chinese language. Chapter 2 il-
lustrates the evolution of the Chinese language, with an emphasis on its di-
versity and division. Chapter 3 focuses on the common language of Han,
which is later developed into Mandarin Chinese. Chapter 4 explores the
symbols and symbolic meanings of the Chinese language. Chapter 5 em-
braces borrowing words, prefixes and suffixes, morphemes and letters used
in the Chinese language. Chapter 6 demonstrates the formation and devel-
opment of Chinese characters, going through the stages of knots, inscrip-
tions, myths, pictures and characters. Chapter 7 describes the features of
Chinese characters in detail, including square, flat and parallel components
of Chinese characters. Chapter 8 discusses the structures of Chinese char-
acters, with self-explanatory characters, pictographic characters, en-
grossed characters, and phonograms. Chapter 9 examines the written form
of Chinese characters such as oracles and Jin inscriptions, coupled with the
characters on ancient bronze objects and soft silk. Aside from the above,
different ways of Chinese character writing such as running hand calligra-
phy, cursive script and standard script are displayed and explained. Chap-
ter 10 summarizes the historical spread of the Chinese characters in Viet-
nam, Korea and Japan.

The Chinese language itself is a cultural phenomenon, containing
abundant cultural information, indication and implication. These ten chap-
ters are systematically compiled as a book for those who are interested in

the Chinese language and culture. As the book probes the relationship be-
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tween Chinese language and its culture from the perspective of evolution in
a broad social context, the symbolic meanings, the combination of sounds
and meanings, the evolution and development of Chinese characters are the
highlights of the book, which will lead readers to in-depth exploration.
Viewed thus, the oriental charm reflected in the book will arouse great cu-
riosity and interest among readers, who are bound to benefit greatly from

the profound knowledge embedded in the book.
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