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Foreword

China has a large number of trades varying greatly from each other, some trades
have sub-trades, so we give the name Traditional Chinese Trades to the book with the
supplementing word “Illustration”. Thus the whole name for the book is 4n Illustration to
Chinese traditional trades.

The origin of trades can be traced back to pre-history age. Since the beginning of
human beings, man struggled for living through different kinds of means, the initial form of
which is snatching including gathering, hunting, fishing; Later there emerged diversified
professions such as hunter, fisher, farmer, herder and so on. These are the earliest trades.

Entering into the civilized stage and with the rising of handicraft and commerce, new
trades emerged, such as jade grinder, founder, merchant etc. The guild for self-protection
of different trades emerged no later than the Sui and Tang dynasty, which was developed
into “Tuan-Hang” (also a kind of guild) of Song and Yuan dynasty. But the biggest step
taken in the development of trades was in the Ming and Qing dynasty with the beginning
of capitalism. A lot of “Bang” “Hui” “She” “Hui-Guan” “Gong-Suo” (different names for
guild in Chinese) ahd other kinds of guilds were established in various trades and regions,
embodying the activeness of all sorts of trades.

Probably due to my love of the job, I like collecting the picture data on trades left
behind from all ages. The sources includes: First archeological relics, mainly those
trade images on picture stones, picture bricks and murals; Second trades in old pictures
such as illustrations and picture about farming and household work in ancient books,
and trade-related pictures on paintings; Third folklore data, mainly New Year Painting,
Paper Horse, Zhaohuang (a kind of signboard) and other picture data. These data has a
common characteristic: that is they are vivid and conceivable images telling the activities of
traditional Chinese 360 trades.

On the basis of processing the above-mentioned picture data, this book is divided into
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15 chapters according to social functions, which is further divided into several sections.
There is an explanation paragraph in each chapter and section. Then the context of book
is developed according to the arrangement of pictures. Based on this, this book can be
call a pictorializing the Chinese traditional trades combining both characters and pictures.

Each picture is scientifically treated or processed by computer software and will surely
provide a large amount of vivid data for historical and archeological research and all kinds
of explorations in the history of a specific circle.

In the process of compiling, we also realized that the past historical research were
mostly focused on character books, so is true for historical date study. In fact the picture
data is very rich and the pictures emerged earlier than characters. Picture data in the
following ages are also abounding; With the rising of photo and movie and TV industry,
which provides a new data sources for historical research, there appears “picturology (the
study of pictures)’ or ‘photology (the study of photos)” . Pictorializing the Chinese
traditional trades compiled by us is an attempt to the establishment of picturology (the
study of pictures), expecting for better ideas and works. However it is sure that there are

mistakes and omissions in the book, and I am willing to accept corrections from readers.

Li Lulu
August 2005
Beijing
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