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Abstract

Rules for Government Services in Hunan , the first in the nation of documents of this
kind, was effective as of October, 1, 2011. The document provides a great boost to
Hunan’s campaign to lead the nation in building a government based on the rule of
law. The document not only offers a clearer understanding of the meaning,
operational methods, mechanism and monitoring system relating to government
services than was previously available, but also defines binding rules governing how
government services are delivered. In 2012, the Hunan provincial government
quickened its pace in moving toward the goal of building a government based on the
rule of law. Administrative procedures and government services delivery are the two
areas that have received special attention in applying the rule of law. Outlines of A Plan
for Establishing the Rule of Law in Hunan has been diligently complied with, and the
main requirements contained therein regarding the management of a legally sound
administrative system have been met. Government departments at the provincial level
and below are committed to following the law in discharging their administrative
responsibilities. A new and improved system of legal institutions, and mechanism for
improving the economic environment, ensuring social stability and harmony, and
governance by rule of law will soon be in place in Hunan.

This volume contains lessons Hunan has learned about building a government
based on the rule of law. The keynote reports provides a chronology of Hunan’s
experience in this effort, and presents and defines Hunan’s strategic commitment to
becoming the first in the nation to achieve goverance by the rule of law and to
mitigating social conflicts thereby. The general report gives an overview of what
Hunan achieved and the difficulties it faced in 2012, and presents policy
recommendations for improving the legislative process, legally sound administration,
judicial justice, innovations in social management, and for speeding up the drafting
and passage of petitioning laws. The departmental reports examine Hunan’s strategic

goal of establishing the rule of law from the perspectives of legislation at the local
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Abstract

level, judicial administration, intellectual property rights, grass roots democracy,
labor law enforcement, and safety monitoring and regulation. In addition to capturing
the condition, characteristics and key achievements in the development of the rule of
law in Hunan, these reports also offer multi-dimensional analysis of its causal factors
and its prospects in 2013. The specific reports discuss and offer policy
recommendations about some of the issues with significant implications for Hunan’s
progress toward the rule of law, including the codification of rules governing social
organizations, the credibility of judicial trials, government procurement relief system,
administrative expropriation, the growing influence of culture on courts, legal
theories, and so forth. Together, these reports provide valuable resources and
reference for those in different levels of government who are working toward

establishing the system of rule of law in Hunan.
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