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Abstract

Industrialization and urbanization, as an inflection point inlaid in
human social history, is the core topic of modern economic growth.
The change of labor structure, then the evolution of economic structure
is a formulating characteristic of industrialization. This kind of
formulation is displayed as that the labor force keeps continuously
flowing from agricultural sector to non-agricultural sectors. This
dissertation dates back nearly 200 years to trace and review the
mechanism , impetus, common features and solutions to the obstacles
related in the industrialization and urbanization of the main European
countries. Focusing on five main core issues affiliated to the
industrialization, urbanization and their migrant workers, the
dissertation aims to acquire the original understandings and
experiences , and constructive references for China’s industrialization ,
urbanization and the migrant labor issues.

(1) What is the mechanism of the rural labor migration in
European industrialization? In view of the comment on economic
structural transition models by W. Arthur Lewis, Harris, J. , Todaro,
John C. H. Fei and Gustav Ranis, the author adds the technical and
educational factors to expand the Lewis-Fei-Ranis model. This
dissertation puts stress on the function of technology and professional
education in the economic structural transition. It illustrates that
technical fault zone is a vital challenge for the majority of migrant

workers , consequently, the professional education is the key factor to
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break down this barrier.

(2) What're the key impetus to rural migration? On the basis of
the investigation of main European industrialized countries, the
dissertation puts forward six key impetus including technological
innovation and expansion, development of non-agricultural sectors,
land system reform, improvement of public services and governance
reform. Beyond all doubts, the leading motive varies in different
countries and changes according to different stages even in the same
country.

(3) Are there any regularities and common trends in the process
of industrialization and wurbanization? The author argues that the
migration is notably correlated with industrialization. The speed and
scale depend on the variable process of industrialization. The direction
of labor-flow is based on the trend of industrial development and
dances to the tune of the industrial expansion. The labor transformation
from agricultural sector to non-agricultural sector depends on the
development of Secondary Industry and Tertiary Industry. Based on the
distance between the wave crest and the trough of the labor-flowing
index curve, the author proves that the “ two-way flow” 1is a
remarkable characteristic in industrialization of different countries other
than the former conclusion which was described as “ one-way
migration” .

(4 ) How could the social imbalances that grew during
industrialization and wurbanization be alleviated? The dissertation
discusses unemployment, poverty and housing problems in the process
of labor migration. It demonstrates that the unemployment in the job-
transition is due to their quantitative, technical and informational non-
symmetric features between agricultural and non-agricultural sectors.
Focusing on the industrial benefit distribution, the author analyses the
disparity between the capitalists and the labor workers, the divergence
among different groups. Therefore, the dissertation claims that

industrialization as well as urbanization is a process of solving a series
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of problems it produced and polishing different kinds of imbalances
occurred correspondently.

(5) Is the European experience applicable to China? Based on
the survey of industrialization in main European countries, the
dissertation argues that the “ in  situ urbanization 7  plus
“decentralization” in rural China is an optimize choice to settle the
related problems. It is critically important to create industries and move
the labor-intensive industries from developed areas to undeveloped
areas , instead of the moving of migrant workers. Meanwhile , additional
stress should be put on the decentralization, which helps to make
scientific allocation of resources possible and to meet the target of equal
access to the public goods and services. This also prescribes the right
medicine for China’s Migrant issues.

In conclusion, this dissertation traces out the main logical

I3

principles  of problems-solutions 7 mechanism of European
industrialization pioneers. The construction of welfare state and the
improvement of labor quality are proved as effective approaches. The
effective and opportune governance which based on the negotiation and
co-operation among government, enterprises, organizations and
individuals is a fundamental key to all the solutions as well as public
services supply, industrial strategy choice-making and response to any
tricky issues. The logic principles of European industrialization such as

in situ urbanization, decentralization and welfare state, could be

conductive to the building of China harmonious society.

Key Words: FEuropean Industrialization; Decentralization; In

Situ Urbanization ; Migrant Workers; Social Imbalance
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