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Prospectus

To many Chinese intellectuals, the arrival of Western studies to China contains
both blessing and danger. The dilemma they confront is how to embrace the good and to
reject that which threatens the cultural values and intellectual traditions of China. The
conflictual relationship between the East and the West remains the central problema-
tique for many Chinese scholars today. The series editors believe that the philosophy,
morality: and religious practice of both the East and the West have their own etiologies
worthy of respect and understanding. East and West have given rise to civilizations,
world views, and cultural excellence that owe their origin to foundational texts or Scrip-
tures. These classical texts are deemed sacred; they contain the wisdom of prophets and
sages. have stood the test of time, and continue to shape contemporary global societies.
When these texts are read intertextually. respectfully and appreciatively, they will ben-
efit the peoples in the East and the West, the South and the North.

One of the central texts and cornerstones of Western civilization is the Holy Bible,. Now
it is a prized possession of the world, and not the monopoly of Europe or the West alone.
Students of world scriptures today have the opportunity to read such texts historically and to
develop fresh new hermeneutical insights for entering into dialogue with them. The Biblical
Library. takes into consideration sacred Scriptures of the Judeo-Christian tradition on the one
hand and the hearts and minds of its universal readers on the other. The biblical text contends
that all scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching. for reproof. for correction. and
for training in righteousness. (2 Timothy 3:16)

The Biblical Library. seeks to promote the wholistic approach to Scripture through
methodological and exegetical studies. historical research and reflection, and finally
through philosophical and conceptual inquiry. Being grounded on the Chinese horizon
but committed to benefit global biblical interpretations. the objective of the Series is
consistent with classical Confucianist. Daoist. rabbinic. and Greco-Roman studies.
Thus, the Series aims to publish biblical introductions. commentaries. translations. and
hermeneutical studies of the Bible. Building on this foundation. the Series encourages
the intertextual and cross-cultural reading of the Bible with the varied cultures of China.
The Series hopes to benefit Chinese readers as well as to enhance the scholarship of
Western readers. We value indigenous theologies in the context of global biblical inter-
pretation. The diversity of the Academic Advisory Board. as well as writers. editors,

and translators. will illustrate our commitment to cross-cultural collaboration.
2009. 9. 9
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