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Overview

Growing up is full of discoveries, not just about the world around us, but also
about ourselves, about our hidden strengths and weaknesses. We see this in
the opening story of this unit, where we find a student faced with what at Ffirst
sight seems a dull, routine piece of coursework. However, much to his surprise
it leads him to discover a hidden talent and what he wants to become in life.
The second text continues our theme, once again within a school setting. It tells
the story of a young girl discovering, not without some tears along the way, the
importance of strength of character, of standing up for what is right.




Part | Listening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Listen to a song called Beautiful Boy. It is a lullaby (45 1. #) the famous British pop singer, John Lennon, sings for his
baby son. Enjoy yourself.

The following words in the recording may be new to you:

monster n. &4 prayer n. W%

Aifer Lisfenin skl

Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. In Lennon’s view, growing up means having “ ”; life is not always

what one has planned, but can be quite an adventure, full of

2. “A hard row to hoe” is used in the song to describe growing up as a process.
3. Sadly John Lennon to see his son grow up; Lennon was killed
by when his son was still only
-

Unit 1 GrowingUp . 3.



Part Ii

Text A

Reading Task

When we are writing we are often told to keep our readers in mind, to shape what we say to fit

their tastes and interests. But there is one reader in particular who should not be forgotten. Can

you guess who? Russell Baker surprised himself and everyone else when he discovered the answer.

Wew Words and Expressions

(BRESRT “—MEBR"(TH) B
WL BEEEMARR “BREE
KRR BIRIC: BIEKENAR
T “ERER” Midil; BRMEART
BiEIC)

off and on from time to time; some-
times BiBiikikib; ARt

take hold become established A 4%,
) 3

« associate /2'soufiert/ vt. join or con-

nect together; bring in the mind 1%
BRAAK; 1RBR

assignment /2'sainmont/ n. (58
#) TH, 5, L

turn out produce % 5; #i&

paragraph / 'peragra:f/ n. &%

agony /'&gon1/ n. very great pain or
suffering of mind or body (&
49) I E

assign /a'samn/ vt. give as a share or
duty &Ft, 4k

anticipate /en'tisipert/ vt. expect
i, 2

cheerless I'tfolis/ a. TAAREY; JTIN4Y

tedious / 'ti:djos/ a. boring and lasting
for a long time ZvktY; TKE

reputation /repju'teifon/ n. % 7 ;
2R

inability /ina'bilitt/ n. Xfk, KA

inspire /m'sparo(r)/ vt. fill (sb.) with
confidence, eagerness, etc. #,
#®HE

formal /'fo:ml/ a. 2484y, #iE
8, EX4), EME

rigid /'rid31d/ a. (often disapproving)
fixed in behavior, views or methods;
strict —AR AL G; FHdy

out of date old-fashioned L& #9

excessively [ik'sestvll/ ad. L 53
excessive /1k'ses1v/ a. greater than
what is normal or necessary; ex-
treme

prim [prim/ a. ARG, kG 4
MG, HFY

primly ad.

.4. Unit1 Growing Up

Writing for Myself
Russell Baker
1 The idea of becoming a writer had come to me off and

on since my childhood in Belleville, but it wasn’t until my
third year in high school that the possibility took hold. Until
then I'd been bored by everything associated with English
courses. I found English grammar dull and difficult. I hated
the assignments to turn out long, lifeless paragraphs that were
agony for teachers to read and for me to write.

2 When our class was assigned to Mr. Fleagle for third-
year English I anticipated another cheerless year in that most
tedious of subjects. Mr. Fleagle had a reputation among stu-
dents for dullness and inability to inspire. He was said to be
very formal, rigid and hopelessly out of date. To me he looked
to be sixty or seventy and excessively prim. He wore primly
severe eyeglasses, his wavy hair was primly cut and primly
combed. He wore prim suits with neckties set primly against
the collar buttons of his white shirts. He had a primly pointed
jaw, a primly straight nose, and a prim manner of speaking that

was so correct, so gentlemanly, that he seemed a comic antique?®.



Part Il Reading Task

& I prepared for an unfruitful year with Mr. Fleagle and
for a long time was not disappointed®. Late in the year we
tackled the informal essay. Mr. Fleagle distributed a home-
work sheet offering us a choice of topics. None was quite so
simple-minded as “What I Did on My Summer Vacation,”
but most seemed to be almost as dull. I took the list home
and did nothing until the night before the essay was due. Ly-
ing on the sofa, I finally faced up to the unwelcome task, took
the list out of my notebook, and scanned it. The topic on
which my eye stopped was “The Art of Eating Spaghetti.”

El This title produced an extraordinary sequence of men-
tal images. Vivid memories came flooding back of a night in
Belleville when all of us were seated around the supper table
— Uncle Allen, my mother, Uncle Charlie, Doris, Uncle Hal
— and Aunt Pat served spaghetti for supper®. Spaghetti was
still a little known foreign dish in those days. Neither Doris
nor I had ever eaten spaghetti, and none of the adults had
enough experience to be good at it. All the good humor of
Uncle Allen’s house reawoke in my mind as I recalled the
laughing arguments we had that night about the socially re-
spectable method for moving spaghetti from plate to mouth.
3 Suddenly I wanted to write about that, about the warmth
and good feeling of it, but I wanted to put it down simply for
my own joy, not for Mr. Fleagle. It was a moment I wanted
to recapture and hold for myself. I wanted to relive the plea-
sure of that evening. To write it as [ wanted, however, would
violate all the rules of formal composition I'd learned in
school, and Mr. Fleagle would surely give it a failing grade.
Never mind. I would write something else for Mr. Fleagle

after I had written this thing for myself.

severe /s1'via(r)/ a. completely plain;
causing very great pain, difficulty,
worry, ete. AhE 895 B Ey, A
Ay

wavy /'wervl/ a. JKIKE; IR

necktie /'nektai/ n. tie AR

pointed /'pontid/ a. K #; K

jaw /dzoi/ n. 4R, 3R

comic /'komik/ a. A 4y; ERIHY

n. EIXZ.3 (H)

antique /&n'tik/ n. ¥4, FI

tackle /'teekl/ vt. try to deal with 4t
2, FAT

informal /m'fo:mal/ a. (of speech,
writing) conversational in style; not
formal (#8#&. XF) TiEik
#; FFEXA

essay /'eser/ n. ¥, IdeX; #
# L

distribute /dr'stribjut/ vt. divide and
give out among people, places, etc.
2R, A8, H

finally /'famnali/ ad. at last 4%,
ol

face up to be brave enough to ac-

cept or deal with % #3tds % S5t
H

scan /skan/ v. look through quickly
W, AL A

spaghetti * /spa'gett/ n. & X #)| X 48
& %

title /'tartl/ n. a name given to a book,
film, etc. 4741, A H
vt. give a name to %---AuAnAl,
Ao B F

extraordinary /ik'stro:donart/ a. very
unusual or strange TREFF #9;
EE

sequence / 'sitkwons/ n. —if #48%
HEY; RAE, AR

image /'tmid3/ n. a picture formed in
the mind # %; fP&; (B) 1%

vivid /'vivid/ a. producing strong,
clear images in the mind 4 )49,
B A4y

adult /o'dAlt/ n. a fully grown person
or animal RFA; ARFFHH

recall /ri’ko:l/ ve. bring back to the
mind; remember A&, ELAL

socially /'saufali/ ad.
social /'soufal/ a. #£44; X
5 RAEE

respectable * /ri'spektobl/ a. (of
behavior, appearance, etc.) socially
acceptable T#k#49; 4kdmag; X
EiA)

put down write down B F

recapture [rirkeeptfa(r)/ vt. (lit) bring
back into the mind; experience again
BI; BRER

relive /irii'lwv/ vt FAkle, EIR

violate / 'vawleit/ vt. act against if

#, &R

Unit1 GrowingUp . 9.



