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About the Painter

Wang Renfeng, a native of Quanjiao County born in 1918, was an ardent
lover of painting when young. In 1936, he began to learn, under the influence
of the New Wood-carving Movement initiated by Mr. Lu Xun, wood-carving
and sketching by himself. In 1938, he went to Dabie Mountain and engaged
himself in works of the War of Resistance against Japanese Invasion and the
National Salvation Movement. Later on, he went to Chongqing and taught in
the Painting Department of Yu Cai School which was set up by Mr. Tao
Xingzhi. In 1942, he took part in organizing the China Wood-carving

Research Society, and then held “Exhibition of Sketches by Renfeng” (1945).

and “Exhibition of Paintings by Renfeng” (1946) in Chengdu and Chongging
respectively. When negotiations between the Communist Party of China and
Kuomintang were held in Chongqing, he was elected as a represent‘ative of
wood-carvers and took part in negotiations prompting the realization of
democratization. In 1946, he engaged in organizing “China National
Wood-carvers’ Association” in Shanghai, was elected as a member of the
Standing Board of Directors of the Association, and held “Exhibition of
Paintings of Renfeng"” there. During the China’'s War of Liberation, he had
been a special correspondent who went to the southern provinces with the
4th Field Army. In 1952, he was transferred from the Wuhan Military Area to
Beijing Writers' and Artists’ Association, engaging in creations, and was
assigned as a member of the Editorial Board of « Beijing Literature and
Art) . When the Association of Engraving Painters of China was founded
1980 on Huangshan Mountains, he was elected a member of the Standing
Board of Directors, and concurrently Vice Secretary-general. In the same
yvear, he was transferred to Beijing Academy of Painting, engaging in
creations. In 1984, he was appointed a member of the Standing Committee of
CPPCC of Chongwen District, Beijing. He had also been a representative to
the Ist and 4th Congress of the National Writers' Association. In 1987, under
the invitation of Tuebingen University, he went lecturing and holding
exhibition in West Germany, and was highly appraised.

Renfeng is good at wood-carving, traditional Chinese painting, calli-
graphy and epigraphy. When 10 years old, he began learning flower/bird/
landscape painting, calligraphy, composition and poetry from Lu Yunkui, his
maternal grandfather. In the 1940’s, he explored skills of traditional Chinese
painting with Zhao Wangyun, Guan Shanyue, Xu Shiqi and some ther people
in Sichuan. In the 1950’s in behalf of Beijing Municipality, he had been in
charge of the administration of the Research Society of Traditional Chinese
Painting and in close association with the venerated Qi Baishi, thus
enlightened on the skills of creation of traditional Chinese painting under
the instructions of the famous master. From the 1980’s on, he has again
engaged himself chiefly on the creations of calligraphy and traditional
Chinese painting.

His representative works in traditional Chinese painting include:
¢ Double Cranes)», « Silver Chicken), « Eagle Soaring over the
Sky » ,« Wonderful Scene in Huangshan Mountains» , € Twin Bamboo-shoot-
shaped Peaks in Yandang Mountain) , € Hovering Crane) , ¢ Jinding Peak
in Emei Mountain) and others. Remarkable works of engraved plate
paintings include ¢ A Group Meeting», « Woman Political Commissar) ,
« Boat Trackers on the Jialing River) , € For the Rice ) ,{ Missing People ) ,
« Portrait of Gorky», « Lu Xun in Shanghai) and others. Publications
include « Collection of Wood-Carvings by Renfeng) , « Portraits Made in
Southern China» and « People Suffering from Disasters) . There is also a
book of theoretical writings, which is entitled € A Course of Wood-Carving ) .
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