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free, unclutiered thoughts in a stream of connected ideas. |
would be free 10 go back t school or start the business I'd
been thinking about. | could go shopping by myself. 1 could
roll up the windows in my car, pick a CD and sing at the top
of my lungs.

The truth is, I'd miss having her by my side. 1'd hecome
used 0 having a o

i for the past five years.

stant compar

“Don’t worry. Mom, we'll sull have our afternoons together.”
she had reassured me at the breakfast table that moming.

With that thought in mind. I collected my thmgs off
the beach and headed for my car. [t was time to go pick
up my baby—from her first day of school. Oh. my angel. 1

was looking forward to spending the wonderful afternoon
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I am dancing with my father at my parents’S0th-
wedding~ celebration. The band is playing an old-
fashioned waltz as we move i across the floor. His
hand on my waist is as guiding as it always was, and he hurs
the tune to himself in a steady, youthful way. Around and
around we go, laughing and nodding o the other dancers.

We are the best dancers on the floor, they tell us, My
father « my hand and smiles st me. All the years that
I refused o dance with him melt away now. And those early
times come back.

1 remember when | was almost three and my father
cuame home from work, -

ine into his arms and began

to dance me around the table. My mother laughed at us, wld
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1 I called to my five-year-old_____, who had been frolicking in the Pacific Ocean
for the past hout. She was a proficent pool_____. but the deep blue. was a
different matter

2. 1 smacked her on the bottom hard. it stunned her enough
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Ao UL LR T I 1 L R Tl Wy |- TS— her freeze and stop her hysterical ravings. She stood there
BB (R A IR U TR [ s completely covered in sand and with her mouth wide________, unable to
mEt take a breath.
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Those Childhood Days

When you came into the world, she held you in her arms.

You thanked her by @iéciéingvyour eyes out.

When you were 1 year old, she fed you and bathed you.
i weep [wi:p] v.

%y, FH, BF You thanked her by crying all night long.

N

When you were 2 years old, she taught you to walk.
You thanked her by running away when she called.

When you were 3 years old, she made all your meals

toss [ta:s] v. wnh love.

W, . '

L

You thanked her by [0\7 sing your plate on the floor.

When you were 4 years old, she gave you some Crayons.)

You thanked her by coloring the dining room table.

crayon ['kreian] n.
HE, AENE




When you were 5 years old, she dressed you for the holidays.

You thanked her by @!(»bbiﬁgwmto the nearest pile of mud. plop [pbop] v.

When you were 6 years old, she walked you to school. EET

You thanked her by screamin 2), “I’'m not going!”

‘When you were 7 years old, she bought you a baseball.

scream [skri:m] v.
You thanked her by throwing it through the next-door- LN MEAR: B

neighbor’s window. 1 TR

‘When you were 8 years old, she handed you an ice cream.

You thanked her by dripping it all over your lap.

When you were 9 years old, she paid for piano lessons.

You thanked her by never even(botheringto practice. ter {.3 Bl
When you were 10 years old, she drove you all day, from Kk, T8 L

soccer to(gymnastics to one birthday party after another.

You thanked her by jumping out of the car and never

gymnastic
looking back. [d3im' naestik] n.
IR

When you were 11 years old, she took you and your _

friends to the movies.
You thanked her by asking to sit in a different row.
When you were 12 years old, she warned you not to
watch certain TV shows.

You thanked her by waiting until she left the house.
Those Teenage Years

When you were 13, she suggutaja haircut that was becoming,

You thanked her by telling her ghe had ho tas£e.

suggest [sa'dzest]
When you were 14, she paid for a month away at vEW, BN BR




summer camp.
You thanked her by forgetting to write a single letter.
When you were 15, she came home from work, looking
for a hug.
You thanked her by having your bedroom door locked.
When you were 16, she taught you how to drive her car.

You thanked her by taking it every chance you could.

When you were 17, she was €xpecting an important call.

expect [iks'pekt] v
HtE, B2, 182, You thanked her by being on the phone all night.
® .
N - When you were 18, she cried at your high school @raduation;

You thanked her by staying out partying until dawn.

graduation
. L.gree dju'eifan] n.
s Growing Old and Gray

o

When you were 19, she paid your college{uition, drove

you to campus and carried your bags.
tuition [tju:'ifen] n
F HF

You thanked her by saying good-bye outside the dorm

so you wouldn’t be embarrassed in front of your friends.
When you were 20, she asked whether you were seeing anyone.
You thanked her by saying, “It’s none of your business.”
When you were 21, she suggested certain careers for
your future.
You thanked her by saying, “I don’t want to be like you.”
When you were 22, she hugged you at your college
graduation.
You thanked her by asking whether she could pay for a

trip to Europe.



