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Introduction of the Author

—Wu Xinfeng

He was born in Fenghuang Hunan 1958. As a design major, he graduated
from the Art Institute of Guizhou University.

Wu Xinfeng—Legal representor, general manager, prime planner, designer of
Guizhou Tianhai Planning and Design Co., Ltd.

A professor of Guizhou National University

Vice Director of Professional Committee of Landscape Design of China
Class A Professional Landscape Designer of International ICAD
Executive Member of the Artists Association of Guizhou Province

One of the Expert Group of Tourism Planning of Guizhou Province

Vice Director of Design and Art Committee of Guizhou Province

With massive life experience of working in the countryside as educated
youth, in the mines as miner, in some corporations of Shenzhen, and
running his our plants, he has become stronger in mind and more
promising, and now he is a professor in Architecture Institute of Guizhou
National College, he set up Tianhai Planning and Design Company in 2002,
which is on the basis of his fifty years life experience.

Once he contacted the field of planning and design more than ten years
ago, he was aware that it is the very point of his life expectation. Thus he
registered the foundation of his company with the name of Tianhai (X7)
Planning and Design Company with the hope to achieve his individual value,
contribute to the planning and design profession of Guizhou province and
even China, and bring his students more vivid and competitive concepts.
The Chinese characters 'K /&" mean the universe and oceans. While the
universe keeps rolling on orbit, a superior man makes untiring endeavour
for advancement. In Wu xinfeng's mind, universe is the highest and most
distant landscape, while ocean the broadest and deepest scenery, of the

two which everything is contained.

Tianhal has been developing at the incredible speed since its foundation,
which requires massive learning and accumulation, and of which people

are shocked continually.

A leader, with great guidance, advanced managing method and pioneer
spirit of keeping pace with the times, is needed in an enterprise. Obviously,
he is the very person who endows Tianhai with soul. With his life credo
of bearing hardship, pleasing mind, and extensive tolerance and cautious
behavior, he believe that sincerity is the basic principle of doing everything
and the guarantee of successful enterprise, without sincerity, one may fail
in learning and lose his friends and even himself. It is he, with his rich life
experience, profound life understanding, unique viewpoint and faithful and
stouthearted quality, leads Tianhai going towards brilliance.
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A THOUSAND OF THE SAME CITY
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These three sentences, said by an American expert when he came
over to China and was asked about his impression of Chinese cities,
has been lingering over Wu Xinfeng. As a person in the occupation of
urban design, he may be more suffered.

Wu Xinfeng is one of the professional insiders who is aware of
the seviousness of this problem. | remember many years ago |
interviewed him, he was worried, angry and enterprising when
talking about this issue. Unfortunately, in stead of being effectively
confined, the phenomenon of "singularity of thousands of cities" has
become more and more intense. It is quipped that more than 200
cities of China are twins. The UK Guardian said:"China is a country
contributed with one thousand similar cities". Is it ridicule, or the literal
translation of the "singularity of thousands of cities"? Nobody has no
reason to be pressed and sad living in such cities. "high buildings,

high density, large squares ", "stiffness, no activeness, and the



"The rules hadn't been changed for sixty years , but the cities have transformed completely, which causes badly similarity of Chinese cities"

What time is the end of "singularity of all cities”
An interview with Wu Xinfeng

A THOUSAND OF THE SAME CITY

® The world is shocked by the transformation of China in 30 years, especially the metropolises such as Beijing and Shanghai, of which the

modernization can compete with New York.

® China has publicized and been proud of its five thousand years of historical culture. However, it is hardly to see the brilliance of the five

thousand years of historical culture.

® When | walk through the metropolises of China, | even can't know which country | am in if without Chinese characters and pedestrians.
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matchbox—shape concrete forest"—this is the real image of most
of the present Chinese city. For example, the outer races of county
—evel cities in China are without entrances, in stead, a large round
platform with a stainless steel sculpture, usually in a ball shape which,
revealed by Wu Weishan, director of national urban sculpture art
committee and the president of sculpture institute of China, were no
less than one million in China. Many cities turn down to be without
specialty, culture and history.

In China, the "singularity of all cities" has drawn much attention. "In
recent years, although the cities have developed rapidly in China,
we got irretrievable loss. Singularity of thousands of cities' causes
the loss of culture and the unique cultural soul, and the damage of
cultural diversity", an author Feng Jicai said. "It seems to be in one
city, but already run through many cities", displayed by Professor Lin
Shaoxiong of Shanghai University to his doctoral students.
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Lin Shaoxiong said, "A turkey poet said 'In one's life,there are two
things that are unforgettable for ever;one is his mother's face,the
other is his town's image.' However, our cities are in the same image,
almost all the Chinese cities copy each other. Small cities imitate
medium cities, while medium cities imitate big city. The difference is
not essentially, but the different level of constructions and different
number of cars. This is so—called 'homogenization™. Many historical
and human learners also express the same idea. The Youth Daily
even presents comment that cities without thought and uniqueness
are like people without soul. As a country with thousands of years of
urban history, China will be sorrowful of its constructions and cities,
and ravaged of its civilization, if the cities lost their features and were
damaged totally on their historical culture.

Sorrow, badly sorrow!

Mr. Luosu says: "we should recognize that the diversity is the origin of
happiness. " However, millions of Chinese are living in the cities which
are in the same image. No wonder the happiness index by authority
statistics is fair different from the real public experience.

We should know that an individual can not exist without the groups,
so that people choose to live in the cities to enjoy the living quality
of cities. Only this collective living style can provide the superior
conditions with modern civilization and advanced technology.
Nevertheless, if a city were constructed by erasing the historical
inheritance, destroying the cultural heritage and deleting the valuable
traditional resources, it will become a city without root, and which
is the cause of shallow relationships and moral bankruptcy. In
all, "singularity of thousands of cities" is not only an issue of the
developing method of a city, but also a severe realistic social problem.
Why "singularity of thousands of cities" has become more and more
intense since the query is not from today? Why such a hot spot hasn't
been solved, but turned off to be conversation resources?

At the end of 2010, "Xinhua Net" issued a report named "Reject
'Singularity of Thousands of Cities": The West of China Put Ethnic
Costume on the Cities" which introduced a fresh idea to figure out the
problems of urban homogenization. The paper presented positive
comments on the urban transformation using local ethnic elements of
the ethnic regions. Kaili City was especially mentioned in the paper as
a city with prominent features and will leave people deep impression
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as its bus stations were designed adopting pitched roof and gourd
and the gymnasium was designed absorbing the features of the
Diaojiao pavilion of Miao and the Drum pavilion of Dong and some
ethnic elements of the costumes of Miao and Dong.
It is Wu Xinfeng who designed Kaili City.
Wu Xinfeng has devoted himself to the exploration of tackling
"singularity of thousands of cities" and organized Tianhai Planning
and Design to make practices for nine years. Tianhai has been
focusing on the new concept of urban design "Modernization of
Nationality, Nationalization of Modernity" and "sustainability" of city
development and digging the "core value" of cities, so as to create
special cities.
At present, Tianhai Planning and Design has concluded a certain
method and mode of planning and design after nine years of
exploration: In addition to meeting the needs of functions, the projects
are stressed more on excavating the core value and highlighting
the nationalities, culture and localities of the planning land, so as
to express them in the design; The involved professions such as
scheming, planning, architecture, design, 3D display and animation
display are integrated with each other to complete a project from
the resources assessment and background analysis to strategic
orientation, planning layout, architectural design and image display,
so as to avoid the processes apart.
During these years, Tianhai Planning and Design has undertaken
and completed more than 60 large and medium projects with its
unique planning and design ideas, subversive operation mode and
innovative creation. The works, such as the project in Qiubei City of
Yunnan, Kaili City, Tongren City, and Sandu City of Guizhou, and the
Golden Theme Park of Shandong, the design of Sino Tibetan World
of Qingzhen, the creative design of Guizhou Museum, planning and
design of Xiangzhigou Resort of Guiyang, are the valuable practice
that Wu Xinfeng engaged in to change the the current situation of
"singularity of thousands of cities".
In August 2008, Wu Xinfeng completed his four monographs named
“City Changing—Urban Design” , “Spirit Shaping—OQOriginal
Architecture” , “Dreamlike Traveling—Tourism Planning” ,
“Landscape Building—CQriginal Landscape” which are issued by
China Architecture and Industry Press, and conclude Wu Xinfeng's
experience and unique ideas after eight years working on this
profession.

A sunny morning in May, 2011, we visited Tianhai Planning in the 16th floor of Huakun Building and had a dialogue with Wu Xinfeng in his office

People always expect that planning can make the public space beautiful, comfortable and agreeable. However, the
reality is so ridiculous that most of the so called "planning" is turning out to be ruin. "Planning is becoming the assassin

of urban charm"
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Newtarget : In China, the phenomenon of "singularity of thousands of
cities” has existed for a long time, and there are different versions of
the cause of this phenomenon. As an expert working on planning and
design and making contributions to this field, what do you think about
this problem ?

WU : There are three causes of "singularity of thousands of cities"
in China. First of all, the operation mode and occupation rn.ﬂg“‘s never
changes for sixty years. But the cities has experienced earth-shaking
changes during the sixty years, so how can the old urban design
concept adapt to the changing cities? Secondly, it is a systematic
issue, the administration confines the academy. Some of the
governors treat urban construction as his merit for his promotion, but
ignore the specialty of this occupation and the experts' suggestions,
so that the planning is generally not according to scientific and cultural
conclusion, but the personal judgement and favor. Thirdly, it is the
management.

These three points are exactly the cause of "singularity of thousands
of cities", and the core and essential reason is the unchanged
operational mode and rules for sixty years.,

Newtarget : Then, do you have any methods to figure out these
problems effectively ?

WU : There are six or seven different objects and specialties
involved when carry out a project of planning and design of a city,
unfortunately, the involved departments don't cooperate with each
other or even discriminate against each other due to the present
system. Under this circumstance, how to make a good urban design.
The key to change the reality of "singularity of thousands of cities” is
to discover the cultural context which permeates through the city. If
a kind of resource is one of the specialties of a city, it will be known
and displayed by certain methods to brand the city deeply, and
it, therefore, will contribute to the core value of this city. Thus, the
process of urban design is, firstly, assessing resources and making
orientation, then working out the functional layout according to the
core values and orientation to create convenient and comfortable new
life, and lastly, transforming the urban architectures and landscape
to be real constructions by art methods, so that the public can enjoy
them.

Planning should be prior to design. Urban planners can't be a
workman of planning and design, but should be of humanistic quality
and urban strategy. The Chinese architectural master Liang Sicheng,
the first son of Liang Qichao, accumulated wide Chinese ancient
civilization as he had study "Historical Records" and "Zuo Zhuan"
since his childhood, served as the art editor of the school journal due
to his favor of art and music when he was in the school, and learned
by himself the ancient Chinese history during his study in University
of Pennsylvania. All the experiences endowed him with foresight, so
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it he presented many valuable suggestions to urban construction
of Beijing City. However, his suggestions were not adopted until
1993 when the proposal of Beijing urban design came back to Liang
Sicheng's ideas.

Newtarget : Is Tianhai making effort on this aspect ?

WU : Yes, we believe that the creative urban design should be
thematic, original and shocked. The proposal should be of the core
and theme of describing urban orientation, and innovation and
unigueness of urban architectures and landscape with creative
elements from cultural background and considering public visual and
auditory sense.

At the same time, the integration of fashion and ethnicity should be
focused on while make the design. Ethnicity is neither contradictory
against fashion, nor the symbol of backwardness. Ethnicity can
be absolutely transformed into fashionable mainstay if developed
reasonably to lead people to experience the integration of fashion and
ethnicity through time and space.

Tianhai unites the specialties of scheming, planning, architecture,
design, 3D display and animation to complete a project entirely
from the resources assessment, background analysis to strategic
orientation, layout, architecture and animation display, with the hope
to avoid the disadvantages of present profession with a brand—-new
operation concept and mode.

Newtarget : What is a nice city like in your mind ?

WU : "Martin Robain said:"We talked more about economic increase,
industry development, but seldom gave comment from the views
of human when it comes to cites hundred of years ago. Now we
recognize that cities are constructed for human who is the most
important elements of the cities. A city is charming or not mainly
depending on if local people feel agreeable and comfortable "

Vienna and music, Rotterdam and voyage, Copenhagen and fairy
tales, and Venice and water—a successful city should be of its
character and charm, and the union on the basis of its own cultural
tradition, social custom and folk styles. It is said that the sculptures of
French Parliament building carry a lot of dust and bird droppingshas
as they have not been cleaned for one or two hundred years, which |
learned when | traveled in France. It is a kind of respect and pride of
their own culture, and worth the planners learning.

A nice city should not be of rapid GDP increase only, but of striking
characters, accumulated culture, clear historical tradition, convenient
and comfortable environment, and sustainable development. |t
is absolutely not a nice city which is filled of confusion, damage,
disappointment and desperation even with dense tall buildings.

The "China Newsweek" and Sina net have ever made a investigation named "Your ldeals of the City" on internet, among 16 877 informants,
29.46% of them hope their cities with "beautiful looks and art sense", and 38.38% of the informants hope that the cities they lived are with more
than 200 years history when they are asked "how old do you hope your city is". Most of them said except the economic factor, what they can't
stand is "life is lack of alternation" once they leave the cities. 69% netizen are no more than 35 years old according to the statistics issued by the
Fifteenth China Internet Report, thus, the urban "charm" of diversity, historical connotation and aesthetic taste has become the modern youth's
preference of value. We are eager for rich and beautiful life, but what we aspire more is substantial and dignity. We have the right to expect a
better urban civilization, so that we are looking forward to Wu Xinfeng's practices.
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"China's urbanization and America's development of high—tech will
be the two great themes to impact profoundly human development in
21st century".
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By 21st century, with the rapid and continual development of
economy in China, urbanization has speeded up and become the
theme throughout this century. Under this circumstance, the core
of sustainable development of cities has depended on how to make
sure the right direction of strategic development of cities, accomplish
sustainable development and form urban core competitions as strong
as possible. And this is the responsibility that the planning and design
profession should take. Thus, we dare say that this is the era of
planning and design field and the best opportunity for the planning
and design unities to express themselves with responsibility and
stress.

The way stretches endless ahead, | shall search. What a long journey
ahead!

Although urban planning in our country has made great progress
during the thirty years since reform and opening up, it has been put
in an awkward situation of "one thousand cities, one appearance".
As the main components of human civilization, cities have developed
along with the human civilization and progress. With the development
of industry and business, cities have become the places spreading
local civilization, too. Nevertheless, the current cities, with deficient
culture and connotation, unobvious characteristics, and weak
coordination abilities, are not successful to disseminate local
civilization effectively. Chinese cities are in sick! This is the inevitable
period for cities under the current social formation in China just like
every people should go through lots of pain in their growth. Releasing
sickness and enhancing immunity are the responsibilities of the
planners and the planning and design profession.

As there is no absolute criticism, there is no absolute blame. Just as
a planning person, I've made reassessment of the current status of
the planning and design of our country.

First, system of planning and design

Planning and design is the governmental work during the planned
economy that the field of planning and design is controlled by the
governmental departments and the tasks of planning and design are
arranged by the state, which caused little competition and press in
this field. This phenomenon has been lasted after entering market
economy, as well as the planning mode which has not changed for
many decades and has been lack of innovative ideas. Thus, the
planning works are regular and common, without characteristics and
soul.

Second, mode of planning and design

Completing a project needs the cooperation of several separate
specialties which, however, are leaded by different departments, and
it's hard for them to reach a consensus on the project, as a result, the
processes of scheme, planning and design are divorced seriously
from each other and the initial image is different a lot from real effect,
also working efficiency is not in control.
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Third, education of planning and design

Urban planners, who are requested to be of large accumulation
of knowledge in economics, sociology, and history and so on,
take the responsibilities of working out the developing proposal of
urban regions macroscopically, determining basic tone of cities and
reasonably arranging urban functional districts. Only the ones who
are competence enough can design the future development of the
cities on a correct strategic view. Under the current educational
system, many urban planners only know some about urban functional
layout and distribution, various planning norms and setting of
pipes and roads, but they are badly lack of macroscopic innovative
consciousness. Besides, artistic and innovative thought are needed to
be demonstrated in the planning and design works. But the education
of aesthetic and art etc. are lost in the existing "orthodox" planning
and design profession. It's hard to image how can a planner without
overall sense and macro view help cities escape from the awkward
situation of "one thousand cities, one appearance".

Eight years ago, | found Tianhai Planning and Design Company with
rethinking about this sector and my strong conviction. We have totally
discarded traditional operation mode, which was regarded "fighting a
rearguard action against the mass of public opinion” at that time.

In the aspect of planning idea, besides meeting the needs of functions,
our projects are stressed on excavating deeply the core value and
highlighting the nationalities, culture and localities of the planned place
s0 as to show them in the project eventually.

In the aspect of planning mode, the closely relative professions
of scheme, planning, architecture, creativity, effect display, and
animation etc. have been integrated in a unity, so that the planning
and design work can be accomplished smoothly and completely from
assessing resources and background analysis to strategic orientation,
planning and layout, architectural innovation and displaying effects, so
as to avoid maximally the disconnection of each step in the traditional
planning and design mode.

More than 60 successful items within 8 years has won accept of
many investors and relevant governments and proved that our
reformation and innovation are significant. Now, we divide our
works based on reform and innovation into four parts: urban design,
architectural design, landscape design and tourism planning and
named respectively "City Changing", "Spirit Shaping", "Dreamlike
Traveling" and "Landscape Building". We hope to communicate with
you sincerely and passionately and also make great efforts and
contribution along with the people in the same field to the reformation
and development of the planning and design field in our country.
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