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ARBACES AND THE LION

Edward Bulwer Lytton

The following selection is taken from “The Last Days of Pompeii”, a
famous novel written by Edward Bulwer Lytton, the author of a large
number of works of fiction.

Arbaces, an Egyptian, murdered Apaecides, a priest, and accused
Glaucus, a young Greek, of having committed the crime. Calenus wit-
nessed the deed, and Arbaces, after promising him a large sum for his
silence, imprisoned him in a dungeon, leaving him there to die.

Glaucus was condemned, and, according to the ancient custom,
was to be devoured by the lions; but Calenus escaped and accused Ar-
baces of the crime.

The terrible eruption of Mt. Vesuvius burst forth just as the crowd
rushed upon Arbaces, and the city of Pompeii was buried beneath its
fury. Glaucus and some of his friends escaped, but Arbaces perished.
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