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Lin Shaohong, born in Pinghe, Fujian Province in 1968, graduated successively
from the School of Art, Jimei University, and the School of Art, Fujian Normal University,
majoring in fine-brush flower-and-bird painting in addition to landscape painting, currently
working in a propaganda sector; a member of Fujian Association of Artists, a member
of Fujian Art Education Research Society, the secretary-general of Fujian Zhou Bichu

Painting & Calligraphy Academy, and the tutor in Fujian Hongxiang Art Studio.

His works won the second prize in “"Welcoming Hong Kong's Return to Motherland”
National Calligraphy & Painting Exhibition, and the Excellence Award in the | Exhibition
of Fine Works of Calligraphies and Paintings Across the Straits; his works took part in
the Open Collection Exhibition of the 3™ Sino-Japan Calligraphies & Paintings, the 1
Chinese Employees' Art Festival & National Exhibition of Employees’ Calligraphies and
Paintings, the 5" Fujian Contemporary Fine-Brush Paintings Exhibition, the 1ot Fujian
Exhibition of New Works by New Painters. Sixteen pieces of works have been selected
by the Government as the gifts to political figures and merchants from the countries
and regions such as Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Works and
related special introductions published in a number of magazines and newspapers

specializing in art.
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Bitter cold adds keen fragrance
to plum blossom

Preface to the Selection of Fine-brush Paintings by Lin Shaohong
By Li Fushen

Lin Shaohong is my student who | once taught in Jimei University. During his study there, |
was deeply impressed by his diligence. He had his personal exhibition of fine-brush paintings before
his graduation, which was indeed a rare event for a student at the time.

After that, he taught for a period of time and later worked in a propaganda sector. No matter
what position he held, he never slackens his pursuit in painting or slows down his steps for
advancement. Quite often, he would come to visit me with a roll of his new works and every time
| can notice the deep and sound footprints he laid on the road of his pursuit. | was surprised as
well as rejoiced at his enthusiasm in art exploration, especially when he had a busy work in the
government organization. To cite his own words: "l spent the time in painting that others may spend
on chat and tea. In fact, | do work hard on it, and sometimes | feel a bit tired, but much more from
it | get a special pleasure and a sense of fulfillment." What he said must be true for one would
harvest what he sowed.

The fine-brush flower-and-bird paintings by Shaohong are originated from both tradition
and life. He once committed himself to the copy and study of the traditional masterpieces, especially
those works of Five Dynasties and the dynasties of Song and Yuan. His sound grounding in traditional
skills can be demonstrated with the Imitating a Sketch by a Song Painter in the Selection. Also, his
works abounds with a strong breath of life and scholarly features as they have been nourished by
both the tradition and the life. He was born in a literary family in the countryside, and he often
plunges into the thick of life and sticks to sketch practice so that he is able to gain the kernel of
the painting. His works, generally featuring garden scenery which he is most familiar with, and the
commonest flowers, birds, fishes and insects, presents a vivid depiction of the nature. Take his work
Deep Courtyard for instance. Spectators are able to sense a fragrance unique to that of a countryside
garden.

The images and artistic conception in paintings are, in fact, a special mode of demonstrating
a painters principal spirit. A piece of works mirrors his mind status, from which the individuality
and mind of the creator can be examined. So do the fine-brush works of flowers and birds by
Shaohong, Through a detailed portrayal of the molding, structure and characteristics of the material
images including flowers and birds, he manifests a spirit by means of these material forms and
succeeds in creating an artistic realm by pouring his passions into it, which not only presents the
beauty of natural substances but also reveals the intrinsic connection between human beings and
nature, expressing his own innermost emotions. While viewing the paintings, spectators can develop
an insight of what the painter is. In all, his works always gives off an aura of being fresh, tranquil
and elegant; one may become intoxicated at the poetic charm immersed in his works.

The road of art is never an easy and smooth one. It is not difficult to learn to paint, but it is
much more difficult to paint an admiring work. Just as what Pan Tianshou said, "A fine brushwork,
if not depicting a good idea, can never be called a successful work." Chinese paintings of flowers
and birds pay particular attention to implication, sentiment and artistic style, which are, of course,
the heights that an artistic life should try to attain. This Selection is a phase summary of his art
exploration. After this step, he needs to further his exploration, including in theme, language, spiritual
depth and quality refinement. Knowledge has no limits and Heaven rewards the diligent. | am

convinced that Shaohong will have a boundless stream of good works to come out.
(The author of this essay is a member of Art Education Committee under the Ministry of Education, a professor from the School
of Art, Jimei University, a consultant of American Association of Oriental Artists Association, a member of Chinese Artists Association,

and a well-known painter of fine-brush.)
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Deep Courtyard
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Letsure Fowl in the Wild
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Fun in a Garden
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How much of Spring Lingers (in Collaboration with My wife Lin Lixia)
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Springs & Autumns Again (for Sanfiar)
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Spring & Summer
S 07
Autumn & Winter
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Imitating a Sketch by a Song Painter
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Imitating the Painting of Orioles and Pomegranates
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Imitating the Painting of Ripe Fruits & Fowls by a Song Painter
RAFEE I
Imitating the Painting of Bamboos & Peacocks by a Song Painter
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Spring in Full Bloom
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Alba (in Collaboration with My wife Lin Lixia)
BRMTHNEXR 14
Another World in the Lake?
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Crispy Day (in Coflaboration with My wife Lin Lixia)
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Lying to Listen to Bamboo Rustling Outside the Window
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Clear-up After an Autumn Rain
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Spring is here
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A Song
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Clear-up After A Misty Rain
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East Wind of Last Night
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‘Where Spring Stays
HBBEHEHER
Spring Messages

5 TR 5 ek ek

Local Accents in a Dream
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Leaf & Twig in Sentiments
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Afterglow among Flowers
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Petals in the Wind
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Following Me Afar
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When Will Spring Return?
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Clear Ring in aValley
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Braving Cold Wind
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Fragrance Somewhere
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Will Petals Carpet the Path?
—BRBEK
Wash Autumn Clear
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Persimmons are Ripe
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Water
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A Leaf-Autumn's Messenger
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Spring Again
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Tranquil Lotus Pool
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Spring Traces
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After Rain
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