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FOREWORD

The Social Opening and Reforming policy since 1979 has led China into a
new era of social development and modernization. The rapid progress
in the national economy and the overall national strength provides bet-
ter and better environment for the development of our national sports.
China has increasingly become a force to be recognized within the world's
sports arena.

To accelerate the progress of China's sports, the State Physical Culture
and Sports Commission ,based upon the spirit of 'accelerating the social
reform and opening', decided in 1992 to choose football as the break-
through point for further reform in China's physical culture and sports.
This decision eyes not only at improving our country's football standard,
but also at gathering experience for the reforming of the sporting ad-
ministration system as a whole. In such background, China Football
Association held a working conference in 1992, where it was decided to
start the professional football leagues in China. That was a historic de-
cision which marked the start of a new era in China's football.

After almost eight years of practice and improvement, China has now
initially established a professional football league system. The evolu-
tion and development of such a system has enticed great enthusiasm of
all the concerned. With supports from both government and private
sectors, football has been one of the hottest events in China. A new
industry, 'football industry', is also starting to form, which, at the same
time, creates s a better environment for development of football in China.
Some considerable achievement has been made in China's football
reform. However, there is still a long way to go. In the long run, to
develop China's football steadily and consistently, construction of a
healthy system and environment is necessary. That's why there are great
needs, especially in the current 'gold- rush' for football in China, for stra-
tegic studies on China's football development and further research in
China's culture.

China Football Encyclopedia aims at studying, researching and develop-
ing the football culture in China. Modern football was introduced in
the 19th century. During its history of 120 years, the development of
modernfootball in China has experienced many of her ups and downs,
which may not be glittering, but should not be left un-noticed, for peoples
of several generations have dedicated their hearts and souls into this
great career. We treasure the history of China football development,
not only because it is a history of dedication,explration and creation
many generations, but also because it is a history closely knitted with
the evolution of our nation.

Over the years there are numerous documentaries on the history of
China's football, while this book investigates it more systematically. We
believe it will contribute to the future success of China's football career.
The completion of the China Football Encyclopedia proved a difficult
task. Collecting and compiling valuable historical information is undoubt-
edly both time and cost consuming, which took four years and over a
hundred people's hard work. But it is really a timely publication. If we
didn't finish the job now, it must be more difficult for us to do it in
future.

The publishing of the China Football Encyclopedia has given us a basic
framework for the study on the history of China football. Obviously
there will be mistakes on facts or opinions presented in this book and
any feedback or correction from our readers is graetly welcome.

This book contains information up to 2000.

WEIMIN YUAN
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“Kemari”-Japanese ceremonial Foot-ball game derived from ancient Chinese Football.
19th Century watercolour on silk.
“Kemari” — HAEXKBZHKZEFHFEEFHAFE, 19t L LAR EMATE,
58 (FIFA Museum Collection))
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