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Foreword

To help promote Chinese culture and stimulate international exchange of calligraphic
art, Mr. Qiu Boyuan, a calligrapher, was specially invited to write a collection of
calligraphic pieces in the hope of making friends through it and providing a sample for
connoisseurs to judge.

Mr. Qiu Boyuan, originally named Qiu Pansong, also known as Plain Stone and
Humble Hermit, was bron in Puning, Guangdong Proving in 1959. Transferred from
Anhui to Guangdong in 1993, Mr. Qiu now works at the Cultural Bureau in Jieyang
City.

Mr. Qiu showed a strong interest in literature and calligraphy at an early age. Talented
and hard working, he took calligraphy courses on TV before getting himself enrolled at
Wuxi Calligraphy and Art School in Jiangsu Province. In 1990, he entered the graduate
program at the same school, studying calligraphic art and calligraphic theories. Guided
and instructed by many well-known master calligraphers and artists, Mr. Qiu was able to
get the best from them. For more than 20 years in the vast realm of calligraphy, Mr. Qiu
has remained modest, kept practicing calligraphy and doing research work until he has
got the essence of it. His regular, writing, running, and seal styles are all " extremely
beautiful and powerful," and "as elegant as pine trees." In the past few years, Mr. Qiu
has won many first, second and/or third prizes in various national and provincial
calligraphy contests and over twenty awards for excellence in calligraphy, such as the
first prize for calligraphy at the first art festival sponsored by Anhui Association of
Writers and Artists in 1991, and the special prize for regular calligraphic style at the '95
China International Calligraphic Art Exposition sponsored by the Chinese National
Association of Writers and Artists and the International Public Relation Society. Mr.
Qiu is currently a council member of the National Society of Chinese Paintings,
Calligraphy and Television Art, member of Chinese Calligraphers Society (Anhui Branch).
His calligraphic pieces, both elegant and classic, are appreciated by all and widely
collected by both governments and people in China, Japan, United States, Germany,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore.

Special thanks go to Messrs. Shi Yao and Luo Tairan from Shantou City, Guangdong
Province, People's Republic of China whose strong support makes the publication of
this collection possible.

Editor
Oct. 1,1997
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Preface

Mr. Qiu Boyuan, originally named Qiu Pansong, is one of the outstanding middle-
aged calligraphers. Mr. Qiu had a strong interest in literature and calligraphy when he
was very young, and by copying the regular calligraphic style of such great masters as
Liu Gongquan{778-865), Yan Zhenqing (709-785), Ouyang Xun (557-641), Zhu Suiliang
(596-658) and other sage calligraphers in the Wei and Jin period,he laid a solid foundation
in calligraphy. By the time he was a teenager, he studied Li style of the Han Dynasty,
small seal style established by Li Si (?-208 BC), large seal style in the early Qin Dynasty,
Huaisu's (725-785) Autobiographical Account and the writing and running styles in the
Song, Ming and Qing dynasties. By drawing on the experience of contemporary master
calligraphers and by making constant investigation and innovation, he finally formed
his own unique style. His calligraphy combines many styles, and his regular style is
exceptional. His regular style calligraphy in this collection is smooth, beautiful and
powerful, with a fair dose of Li influence. Well-knit, balanced, and done at a stretch, his
character structures are consistent, three-dimensional and reflect a strong sense of mobility.
The charm of his characters is irresistible. His Li style calligraphy is flexible, natural,
elegant, and memorable, manifesting some influence of the seal style. The origin of his
writing and running styles can be traced to two Wangs, namely Wang Xizhi(321-379)
and Wang Xianzhi(334-386), norms to Li Beihai, and romance to Mi Fu(1050-1107).
His use of ink follows the classic Ming and Qing patterns. His calligraphic pieces, enjoyed
by all, have won many awards in both national and provincial level calligraphy contests.

What deserves special mention is that Mr. Qiu is a man of integrity. He does not
chase vogue and remains modest despite his considerable achievements. He has never
stopped practicing. In attaining perfection in calligraphy, he has absorbed the pith of the
masters and created his own style that reflects the best calligraphic properties from the
masters. Where there is a will, there is a way. I firmly believe that Mr. Qiu, guided by

other master calligraphers and predecessors, will attain a new artistic height.

Lai Shaoqi
Sept. 21,1997
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