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The Count of Monte Cristo
SRS

By Alexandre Dumas
Angel ¥
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Chapter 117 (Excerpt)

“Count,” said Morrel, in a firm and at the same time soft voice, “listen
to me, as to a man whose thoughts are raised to heaven, though he remains
on earth; I come to die in the arms of a friend.”

“My friend,” said the count, “I have still one doubt—are you weak
enough to pride yourself upon your sufferings?”

“No, indeed,—I am calm,” said Morrel, giving his hand to the count;
“my pulse does not beat slower or faster than usual. No, I feel that I have
reached the goal, and I will go no farther. You told me to wait and hope; do
you know what you did, unfortunate adviser? I waited a month, or rather
I suffered for a month! My friend,” continued Morrel, “you named the
fifth of October as the end of the period of waiting,—today is the fifth of
October,” he took out his watch, “it is now nine o’clock,—I have yet three

hours to live.”
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“Be it so,” said the count, “come.”

Morrel "mechanically followed the count, and they had entered the
Ygrotto before he “perceived it. He felt a carpet under his feet, a door
opened, perfumes surrounded him, and a brilliant light “dazzled his eyes.
Morrel hesitated to advance; he “dreaded the “enervating effect of all that
he saw. Monte Cristo drew him in gently. “Why should we not spend the
last three hours remaining to us of life, like those ancient Romans, who
when ”condemned by Nero, their emperor, sat down at a table covered with
flowers, and gently “glided into death, ”amid the perfume of '“heliotropes
and roses?” Morrel smiled. “As you please,” he said; “death is always
death—that is forgetfulness, '"repose, exclusion from life, and therefore
from grief.” He sat down, and Monte Cristo placed himself opposite to
him. They were in the marvelous dining room before described, where the
statues had baskets on their heads always filled with fruits and flowers.

“Count,” said Morrel, “you are the Vepitome of all human knowledge,
and you seem like a being descended from a wiser and more advanced
world than ours.”

“There is something true in what you say,” said the count, with that
smile which made him so handsome; “I have descended from a planet
called grief.”

“I believe all that you tell me without questioning its meaning; for
instance, you told me to live, and I did live; you told me to hope, and
I almost did so. I am almost '“inclined to ask you, as though you had
experienced death, ‘is it painful to die?’”

Monte Cristo looked upon Morrel with indescribable '“tenderness.
“Yes,” he said, “Yes, doubtless it is painful, if you violently break the outer
covering which '“obstinately begs for life. If you ”plunge a dagger into
your flesh, if you '"insinuate a bullet into your brain, which the least shock
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disorders,—then certainly, you will suffer pain, and you will “’repent

quitting a life for a repose you have bought at so dear a price.”
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“Yes,” said Morrel, “I know that there is a secret of *”luxury and pain
in death, as well as in life; the only thing is to understand it.”

“You have spoken truly; according to the care we *’bestow upon it,
death is either a friend who rocks us gently as a nurse, or an enemy who
violently drags the soul from the body. Some day, when the world is much
older, and when mankind will be masters of all the destructive powers
in nature, to serve the general good of humanity; when mankind, as you
were just saying, have discovered the secrets of death, then that death
will become as sweet and “?voluptuous as a ’slumber in the arms of your
beloved.”

“And if you wished to die, you would choose this death, count?”

“Yes.”

“RE, 7 EERY, “REIE, AR, BHEREHIIRRHRE, R
I E Mt LW, 7

“ORUTRRRT . JE, HKIMBAVEBERITTERGIR, TR — R, B
TR IATARE, AT DR — AN, R B R R B R . Kok
AR, BARPLEMAZ, =5 ANFKREBIEHIKR BRI B ) ) Bk AR
AR, BARRIA BTt fAEE: GARCRIFET MR, FErmL RIEEE
DR BN B R TR 7

CORARARSER AR, fRESIEFIXPEILE L, BRAR, I

“ TEEFKJO ”

EEH CRAEIEE SRR 2006429 H &5

——
Salieenge o




[PUN G % i ]

1) mechanically [mi'kzenikalr] adv. LA

2) grotto ['grotau] n. 7T, AT

3) perceive [pa'siiv] v. 5, Al

4) dazzle ['deezl] v. (GRYGAE) BRTE

5) dread [dred] v. 1818, #H.L»

6) enervate ['ena:vert] v. Bl §5, {EZ5

7) condemn [kan'dem] v. 7 (JEHRZEHRD

8) glide [glard] v. 384T, fHIHHhE

9) amid [8'mid] prep. 7E------F[A], #------FLE

10) heliotrope [‘hiliatraup] n. [fE]£ % E; KIFEBHEY
11) repose [ri'pouz] n. /K&, HEHR

12) statue ['steetju:] n. Bfif%

13) epitome [1'prtemi] n. 1E, H#AY

14) inclined [1n'klaind] adj. fii[AF, FEMRE GE&EHt0)
15) tenderness ['tendanis] n. 3547, A

16) obstinately ['obstinrtir] adv. {55, 77 & Hs
17) plunge [pland3] v. A, ffdHA

18) insinuate [1n'sinjuert] v. {fiE [F] i A (BRHFN)
19) repent [r1'pent] v. J5 1§

20) luxury [Iak[ arr] n. (B4 %% 77 T ) & &

21) bestow [br'stou] v. 44F, BT

22) voluptuous [va'laptfues] adj. EEL ik KK

23) slumber ['slamba] n. BEHR, FTHl
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If you plunge a dagger into your flesh, if you insinuate a bullet into your brain,

which the least shock disorders,—then certainly, you will suffer pain, and you
will repent quitting a life for a repose you have bought at so dear a price.
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I know that there is a secret of luxury and pain in death, as well as in life; the
only thing is to understand it.
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According to the care we bestow upon it, death is either a friend who rocks us
gently as a nurse, or an enemy who violently drags the soul from the body.
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Who Moved My Cheese?
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By Spencer Johnson
-

An Amazing Way 1o Deal with Change
In Your Work and In Your Life

Spencer Johnson, M.D.
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Hem argued. “But what if there is no cheese out there? Or even if
there is what if you don’t find it?”

“T don’t know,” Haw said. He had asked himself those same questions
too many times and felt the fears again that kept him where he was. He
asked himself, “Where am I more likely to find cheese, here or in the
“maze?”

He painted a picture in his mind. He saw himself “venturing out into
the maze with a smile on his face. While this picture surprised him, it made
him feel good. He saw himself getting lost now and then in the maze but
felt confident that he would find new cheese out there and all the good
things that came with it.

He gathered his courage. Then he used his imagination to paint the
most believable picture he could with the most realistic details of him
finding and enjoying the taste of new cheese. He saw himself eating Swiss
cheese with holes in it, bright orange ’cheddar and American cheeses,
Italian “mozzarella and wonderfully soft French *Camembert cheese.

And then he heard Hem say something and realized they were still at
cheese station C. Haw said, “Sometimes, Hem, things change and they’re
never the same again. This looks like one of those times. That’s life. Life
moves on and so should we.” Haw looked at his “emaciated companion
and tried to talk sense to him. But Hem’s fear had turned into anger and
he wouldn’t listen. Haw didn’t mean to be rude to his friend but he had to
laugh at how silly they had both looked.

As Haw prepared to leave he started to feel more alive knowing that
he was finally able to laugh at himself, let’s go and move on. Haw laughed
and announced, “It’s maze time!” Hem didn’t laugh and he didn’t respond.
Haw picked up a small sharp rock and wrote a serious thought on the wall
for Hem to think about. As was his custom Haw even drew a picture of
cheese around it hoping it would help Hem to smile, lighten up and go after

the new cheese.



