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Preface i

Hi Everybody,

I'd like to say a few words about this book before you begin. First of all, |
came to the realization that many of the English conversation books on the
Chinese market today don't really cater enough to secondary school students.
By that | mean that many of these books don't really succeed in getting students
to “open their mouths”. After many conversations with friends and students, |
decided to publish my own material, which | have already successfully used in
the classroom.

This book is only intended for spoken English. If you do use it for written
purposes, it's advisable to have an English teacher or a native speaker guide
you.

As you probably know by now, spoken and written English can differ quite a
lot. I have tried to make the following conversations as true to natural English
conversations as possible. To reinforce the phrases used in the dialogues, |

have also included many practical examples. My aim here is to make educated

.




conversational English as accessible to non-native speakers as possible. | hope
you find this book entertaining and useful for everyday conversations.

Enjoy!

Best regards.

David O’Mahony
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“**’*[[STUDENT EXCHANGE J} o

A:  Wow! Daily life is a real grind'! We have to follow so many rules in school.
B: Come on’! 1t’s not that bad’. Don’t your parents have rules at home?

A:  No, not this many. I have more freedom at home.

B: So tell me about your daily life at home.

A:  First of all', I get up late in the mornings. I have a quick bite to eat, do my

homework, and if I have time, play computer games.
B:  You do have a nice life.
A:  What about you?

B: Well, Saturdays I get up very early in the morning, and have my first tutorial
around 8 a.m. Then I go to my next one and the one after that and so on. I don’t

finish my lessons until around 8 p.m. On Sundays I take a break’.

A:  Wow! No wonder you’re number one!




{EXAMPLE SENTENCES UsinGg DIALOGUE ?mu\szsjj

|| 1.agrind
@ hard work E£%

Ar E, (BF) £EFARMHEE

B BNAEFRBZEFTHRALE |
e | a. Inever knew that math could be such a grind!

M. AR ST LA!
1 l b. This work is becoming a real grind.
B BIXA, HTRMAME % | ETEEBERERTT.
REREMEEENED? | | 2. Come on!
|

@expressed when trying to persuade someone to change his/her !
thinking/behavior XkMIB! FEXH®K (FEHERAMNTH) !

A RR, EOREBAED. & _
| a. Come on! It's a holiday. Can we have a day off?
XEEAHA—R. & R (FEXHW) , DERBY, RINEHKE—XG?

!
| b. Come on! *Knock it off!
|

B: MEFBRPEREMEFZE. | | EF! AFT!
! * Stop doing that! 3157

A: BE, BEXRANNE, LR " 3. not that bad

l i SRFRL
BARK, BBGLRE, R || Iﬁnota;sbada;ltc::‘:d:: SR LS .
— stae-— | | a It’sreally not that . it yourself!
Bl MRERERET || rermom sowee
B " b. Trust me. It’s really not that bad. Just look at how everyone else is

enjoying it.

N NN HBERE, RETHRLE, REEHEAZER.
B {REVASEHE DA,
4. first of all

A {RIRY | priority is &%

a. First of all, we need your parents’ consent.
%, BNREARRESNEE.

B: B, AXARELRESRE. T | ) )
. i b. First of all, there are no such things as ghosts.
ESREALEE-THSIR, | | Bk, tERERER.

ZEH#E—T Tt HEF
i 5. take a break
8 AR AERAKE. | @Brelax the—T

a. Take a break for a while. You look exhausted.
HRE—SILE, RERERREE.

b. Take a break at around 5 p.m., have a bite to eat and then carry on
at around 6 p.m..
ETF 5 REGKE, BEZAKRA, REHE6 REAHSE.




How do you like your daily life in school?

Well, to tell you the truth', it’s a little boring.

Really? I’'m having a lot of fun. I play sport every day, have fun classes during the
day, and always find something to do in the evenings.

Lucky you!’
It would be nice to *break the routine once in a while.
What do you mean?

I mean, it would be nice if our teachers took us on*outings somewhere. Anywhere!
We could also use’ a library. I also wouldn’t mind' a chess club or karate club in

school.

You have some great ideas. Why not tell your teachers?
Do you think they’ll listen to me?

Sure. Giveitatry’.

I will. The next chance I get".

»
»
*break the routine... —o~ © HER

* outings...




WEiE, BRI,

ARG RERERAL. 8

RRBUED. ARNERE

B, BEELEHAEEM.

fREZEEH!

A, BRITE—TERBE
#HY.

Bawt?

BHBEERR, BEREZWMHHR
MBEVHZZFW. T4t
TET BE, BRAIES
BT . RANREERS
MR S FEREKE-

ROBERE. AT ER
TREYE B Ye?

REBMNSIERAG?

LR .

T—RABNSHIE BRI,

)

([EXAMPLE SENTENCES USING DIALOGUE PHRASES
R

. to tell you the truth

@ to be honest with you ZX &R, KiEEIFIRIE

. To tell you the truth, I'm terrified.

WEIE HEM.

. To tell you the truth, I’ve never done this before.

EREFR, BAFTMARBIDX R,

. Lucky youl!

You are a lucky person. R R ¥iz!

. Lucky you! You’re taller than the rest of us.

REFEZW, ERMNEAMBARS.

. Lucky you! You don’t have to go.

HREBE, KEZH!

. We could also use...

It would be welcome/nice/helpful... B2-#FT

. We could also use *another hand over here.

BERXILE—NEFHRITFT .

. We could also use better books than these ones.

ERBRMALXLEEFNRRT T
*extra help/an extra helper £ —M%F

. | wouldn’t mind...

@1 would not say no to.../I would really like... RR#RE

. I wouldn’t mind trying that out for myself.

FROREACHR.

. I wouldn’t mind taking a break from studying for a while.

BENREBLHEIER—L, KE—=)L

. Give it a try!

Tryit! #—T!

. Give it a try. *Nothing ventured, nothing gained!

iAW, TARR, BRRT!

. Give it a try. *What'’s the harm?

IR, RTARLH.

* If you don’t try something, you can’t succeed. FARR, FR/RE

F!
*What damage can trying do? &+ ARaLH.

. The next chance | get.

The next opportunity I gethave. FRBEHNLMIE

. The next chance I get, I’ll tell him.

TRBNEHE, RE&FMEN.

. The next chance I get won’t be *for some time.

RAE, BASERMIWE.

*for a long time fR4< & 8 aslo:It will be a long time before I get

another chance.

i
i
|



S u{@uvem EXCHANGE j}

A:

Ld

When someone uses the phrase “daily life” | immediately think of routines and

chores; things | do without thinking.

You mean’ getting up very early, taking a shower, getting dressed, having
N AR SHERS
breakfast, going to classes, doing homework and so on*?

Yes. These things are second nature to me now". Dalily life can be hard, but it can
MR awE-xny
also be fun and enjoyable.

So why do we always complain about daily life?
s e Bl
There are many reasons. First of all', going to school is hard work. No one

ever said it was going to be easy. Secondly, the regulations we have to follow
ir. . B-A K

every day can wear us down’. Finally, we don't have enough time to do our

favorite things. .. w; e 2.

I see’. We have to put our hobbies aside’ and focus on school.
M &ReT. eanNkEess—it. 4

But let's not forget the good times we have during the day: Joking with our

friends, the friendships we have with our classmates, even® our favorite classes.
o5
s

OK. So, you're saying, let’s not dwell on’ the things we don't like. Let's count

S zag. gw
our lucky stars for what we do have.

Exactly. You said it °%s_ . ..



EX

BYAARE “BEAR" XME4A
B, RUMKLBERE TIEMRSB
¥, BERZBRMIVMUMOE.
RRIERELK. KB FR. ZFRR.
HiR. WELESF?

=2, NEXLEELERNE X
T, BEEFETURREN, Bd
TURABIMRE .

At AR BRIVGEFEEER?
ERERERE: BE LFRHEFEF.
MRBAREZZHELOER. H
R, BANEGRLIEFHRNUEEA
BENE. RE BIRBEBHNN
B BN RERNES.

BBEAT. BNLTEBRMNOEFR
£, REBAEFEI L.
BRESREHENE-—RPEIHET
A —HBENFANRR, S5EF
ZENEE, EEXFRNRERY
R,

20, URRBERMNAEREER
EXME, ULRNMEEFRE.
wE, RENT .

[ EXAMPLE SENTENCES UsiNg DIALOGUE anaﬂ

. You mean

What you are trying to say is... (REIEER
A: It looks like you got 76 out of 100 on your English
exam.
FRGEIEEXMAR 76 47, 100 5.
B: You mean I passed? That’s fantastic.
REOBERRBIT? KFT!

. A: What’s the capital of France?

AEENEEREBE?
B: You mean to tell me you don’t know that?
RRIBEIREX N EBRHIE?

.and so on

etcetera etcetera/and so on and so forth... &%, &Lk

I have so much to do today. I have to sweep the floor,

vacuum the rugs, do the laundry and so on.
SEXBARSEFBEMG HEh. BRE. BRBRFE.

. I told him all about my family—my grandparents, uncles,

aunts, cousins and so on.
REFMOAXBRENFEE: ROEE. SN G, E7F%.

. second nature to me

it’s natural to me RAIE X

Handling this machine is second nature to me now.
BEXENBAEN B KIRRE KM,

. Playing tennis is second nature to me.

FIMRBHAE =R,

. First of all... Secondly... Finally...

B HoRewo BE-

First of all, my name is Mike, not Dennis. Secondly, I
wasn’t born in 1997. And finally, I’ve never attended
Greenwich High School.
%, BMER, TREARE: HX, BFR1997 £d4%; &BE B
MFRE LEEMEAS .

. A: Why should I visit China?

BATAREPE?

B: First of all, China has a 5000 year-old history, not
to mention some amazing inventions *to its credit.
Secondly it has a rich culture, particularly when it
comes to food and tea. Finally, the people are some of
the nicest you’ll ever meet.

Bk, FEF 5000 FHHERSE, EFRARB-LEGRENS
REBT; HR, PEFFEOXMNL, LHEREIUMIL,;
BE, PEARRBEMRFHIA.

*to its credit: rightfully claim/can be proud of ER#H%HI, &
BEEN




. wear...down

tire/exhaust/wear sb. out... - ¥§K 158

You’re wearing me down with your stubborn
behavior. Why can’t you be more flexible?
RERETAHLBEENE, A ARRTRERE L)
You’re going to wear him down with all of your

complaints.
REVIBBELL AR J138 8.

. I see

I understand. ## A
A: Ican’t allow you to pass through this barrier.
BT RBIEXIEERS.
B: I see. Is there any other route I can take?
BB, EHBERTEEG?

A: I'd like to apologize for my mistake. I was out
of line.
BABMERRTRER. RYURALALT.

B: 1see. Well showing remorse is a good start.
BHEA, SFFthRARNITERRFNF K.

. put aside

@ setaside... & BE—E, FM
You have to put aside your games for now. Your

exams are more important.
R ROZIBHRBE—L, RHNEREEE.

I put aside my anger and decided to make peace
with them.

BMARS, RESMNFFHL,

. even

used as an intensive with comparative adjectives
and adverbs: to a degree that extends; to a greater
degree or extent BI £

The math problem was so simple to figure out. Even
my cousin, who never finished 6th Grade, was able
to work it out.

REHFARGET. MERBRERBLEAFRNET, B
BETHE E K.

He was so popular. Even the police officers wanted

their photos taken with him.
et W, AERERLBMMLER.

. dwell on

preoccupy oneself with/spend a lot of time thinking
about sth. 248%, B0)

a. Let’s not dwell on the past. Let bygones be

bygones.
URINTEREV/ELEINES, FENHILEIEEL.

b. Don’t dwell on your mistakes. Focus on how to
correct them.
HERMSERNER, BIBNBESLAREEMNL.
10. You said it!
You spoke the truth. R34 T
a. A: Watching Usain Bolt run his best time yet was
sensational !
BYAER - ARFBLUORFNARNHER, REX
BT
B: You said it!
PRItz T
b. A: Suing that collection agency for fraud is just

*the tip of the iceberg!
RIFTRASERIABKL—A.

B: You said it! What about the others?
REXT! AEHMAE LN

* the beginning (of something dramatic) Xi—#




