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Abstract

As the second part of the Annual Report on Development of Central Asia, the
book is edited by the Institute of East European and Central Asian Studies of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. The authors are specialists and scholars of the
major research institutions of Central Asian studies in China with high level of
integrity and reliability, making the report as an important reference for readers or
research situations of international relations in Central Asia.

The report is comprised of five chapters and the major events, including the
general report, focal points, Central Asian countries and the world, Sino-Central
Asian Relations, and the situations of each and every country of the region.
Compared to the report in 2012, the report in 2013 includes the situation of the
three South Caucasian countries, which are Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Quantitative and qualitative methods are utilised in, both macroscopic and
microscopic views, the authors made in-depth analyses on the regional situation, hot
spots, major regional issues and basic conditions of different countries, and forecasted
the political and economic trends of Central Asian countries. Although these are the
authors’ personal views and opinions on the regional situation, they are still quite
representative scholars of Central Asian studies in China.

The changes happened in the international political and economic situation since
2012. Central Asian countries are different in national conditions, development
modes and levels, but they adopt active measures to response the negative influence of
the debt crisis of Europe and the turbulence in the Middle East and North Africa, and
maintained social stability and economic growth. It will still be the primary goal of
Central Asian countries in 2013 to maintain social stability, develop economy,

improve people’s livelihood and construct harmonious society.
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