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PREFACE #I=

In this book, there is a compilation of 25 examples of Community Centre,
in which a wide range of architectural typologies is included, through which
we can see the different ways to resolve the functional programmes that
the buildings destined to the Community service require. The Community
Centres are spaces of coexistence, knowledge, leisure, culture and
education. Therefore, they are dynamic and living spaces that are designed
from the perspective of a combined and non-discriminatory participation.
The space favours the social bond that is established amongst the
members of a community and, in many cases, improves social and cultural
relations which hadn't existed before the construction of these centres.
The elimination of the architectural barriers boosts the accessibility of all
the people, independently of their physical capacities, what turns these
community centres into integration centres which allow full participation
of all people and facilitates the interaction and the diversity.

The projects collected in this book deal with sportive uses, swimming
pools, auditoriums, children schools, meeting rooms, etc., that is to say,
all the spaces that are required to be turned into meeting and activity
points of the citizens. The characteristics of the physical surroundings and
the demand of the community are the features that in occasions define
the basic premises of the uses intended for the centre. The programmed
uses in each population generate and stimulate activities that improve
the quality of life of its members. Some of these uses take a specific
importance contributing the main feature of the building around which
other complementary uses are arranged.

All the buildings express, by means of their architectural style, their will
to turn into referential iconic elements in their urban environment. The
image and arranging of their external volumes that invite to organise the
life of the neighbours around the spaces created both in their interior
and in their outside: in their courtyards, squares and gardens. These
centres, therefore, benefit the appearance of the urban surroundings
where they are located when proposing spaces designed for a pleasant
use that propose diverse architectural and constructive solutions,
adapting to the programme of needs and to the physical space. Some of
the shown projects expand and recover some existing buildings. These
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interventions provide new uses and renew their image in accordance with
the new formal tendencies of architecture. This involves an achievement
in updating some installations, by incorporating new technologies and
new materials that offer improvements in the technical and structural
quality, in the energetic efficiency or in the removal of architectural
barriers. It promotes, in addition to an urban renovation, the possibility of
transforming older buildings with a new own entity, by redesigning their
previous architecture with contemporary elements.

In all these centres there is a special concern about the sustainability
and the energetic efficiency. The buildings are meant to obtain the
maximum use of the natural energies, such as, sun exposure conditions,
ventilation or insulation... at the same time as they respect the nature
consolidated in their surroundings. In some of them, some existing big
trees are incorporated to the architecture, sometimes turning into
natural protagonists of the building. This investment responds to the
necessary tendency of the architecture to the natural resources in a
rational way and minimise the impact in the environmental surroundings.
These projects take into account the energetic systems that boost the
saving, the materials of construction, the physical and natural surroundings
where they are located, the recycling... In short, they contribute to the
improvement of the quality of life of the members of a community.

The built surface, and therefore the scale in each one of them, is very
variable, depending on the functional program that is resolved and of
the population to which they give service, covering from small buildings
for a neighbourhood to big complexes formed by several buildings like
community centres of the city. In any case, independently of the scale, all
these community centres put their architecture to the service of a common
aim:the creation and design of spaces for meeting and coexistence where an
important part of the social relations is developed. It is a design that meets
diverse factors, but that transforms physically and socially its surroundings.

Santiago Gonzdlez Garcfa
Architect Director of NAOS ARCHITECTURE
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