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85. What is the main idea of the passage?
[ A] Public speaking in international forums.
[ B] Public speaking in daily life context.
[C] The many uses of public speaking.
[ D] The rules of public speaking.

A B YRR, BT LABH B R T B, RS A R A R TR A S R L B
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The art of public speaking began in ancient Greece over 2,000 years ago. Now, twit-

ter, instant messenging, e-mail, blogs and chat forums offer rival approaches to communica-

tion—but none can replace the role of a great speech.

The spoken word can handle various vital functions: persuading or inspiring, infor-

ming, paying tribute, entertaining, or simply introducing someone or something or accepting
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something.
Over the past year, the human voice has helped guide us over the ups and downs of
what was certainly a stormy time.

Persuasion is used in dealing with or reconciling different points of view. When the

leaders met in Copenhagen in December 2009, persuasive words from activists encouraged
them to commit themselves to firmer action.

Inspirational speeches confront the emotions. They focus on topics and matters that are

close to people’s hearts. During wars, generals used inspiring speeches to prepare the troops
for battle.

A speech that conveys knowledge and enhances understanding can inform us. The in-

formation must be clear, accurate, and expressed in a meaningful and interesting way.
When the HINI pandemic( #17J%) was announced, the idea of “swine flu” (4% i /&%)
scared many people. Informative speeches from World Health Organization officials helped
people to keep their panic under control so they could take sensible precautions.

Sad events are never easy to deal with but a speech that pays tribute to the loss of a

loved one and gives praise for their contribution can be comforting. Madonna’s speech about
Michael Jackson, after his death, highlighted the fact that he will continue to live on through

his music.

It’s not only in world forums where public speaking plays an important role. It can also

be surprisingly helpful in the course of our own lives.

If you're taking part in a debate you need to persuade the listeners of the soundness of
your argument. In sports, athletes know the importance of a pep talk ( 7 £+ A9 HFiE )
before a match to inspire teammates. You yourself may be asked to do a presentation at col-
lege or work to inform the others about an area of vital importance.

On a more personal level, a friend may be upset and need comforting. Or you might;be
asked to introduce a speaker at a family event or to speak at a wedding, where your language
will be needed to move people or make them laugh.

Great speaking ability is not something we’re born with. Even Barack Obama works
hard to perfect every speech. For a brilliant speech, there are rules that you can put to good
use. To learn those rules you have to practice and learn from some outstanding speeches in

the past.

e (=371
FES— BRI AL E B R MEEBZE— /41 public speaking (X E/EH]: “ Persua-
sion is used in dealing with or reconciling different points of view.” “Inspirational speeches
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confront the emotions. ” “A speech that conveys knowledge and enhances understanding can
inform us. ” “Sad events are never easy to deal with but a speech...” “It can also be sur-
prisingly helpful in the course of our own lives” , HJLR[HEWT[ C] & X BEGSHEFE 4 3C,
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There are superstitions attached to numbers; even those ancient Greeks believed that
all numbers and their multiples had some mystical significance.

Those numbers between 1 and 13 were in particular to have a powerful influence over

the affairs of men.

For example, it is commonly said that luck, good or bad, comes in three; if an acci-

dent happens, two more of the same kind may be expected soon afterwards. The arrival of a
letter will be followed by two others within a certain period.
Another belief involving the number three has it that it is unlucky to light three ciga-

rettes from the one match. If this happens, the bad luck that goes with the deed falls upon
the person whose cigarette was the last to be lit. The ill-omen linked to the lighting of three
things from one match or candle goes back to at least the 17th century and probably earlier.
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It was believed that three candles alight at the same time would be sure to bring bad luck;
.one, two, or four, were permissible, but never just three.
Seven was another significant number, usually regarded as a bringer of good luck. The

ancient astrologers believed that the universe was governed by seven planets; students of

Shakespeare will recall that the life of man was divided into seven ages. Seven horseshoes
nailed to a horse will protect it from all evil.

Nine is usually thought of as a lucky number because it is the product of three times
three. It was much used by the Anglo-Saxons in their charms for healing.

Another belief was that great changes occurred every 7th and 9th of a man’s life.

Consequently, the age of 63 (the product of nine and seven) was thought to be a very
perilous time for him. If he survived his 63rd year he might hope to live to a ripe old age.
Thirteen, as we well know, is regarded with great awe and fear.

The common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people at Christ’s

Last Supper. This being the eve of his betrayal, it is not difficult to understand the
significance given to the number by the early Christians.

In modern times 13 is an especially unlucky number of a dinner party, for example.

Hotels will avoid numbering a floor the 13th; the progression is from 12 to 14, and no room
is given the number 13. Many home owners will use 12 2% instead of 13 as their house
number.

Yet oddly enough, to be born on the 13th of the month is not regarded with any fear at

all, which just shows how irrational we are in our superstitious beliefs.
R (X

B ES BR ) B A, A X EFREHRRF SR E. 2XH B8
S50, 5 — Bt OB BF B T T RE MR T, TS B R 1 3
13 BRE S X, B5—BRAEE NS . XERMBEE R
68. According to the passage, which of the following groups of numbers will certainly

bring good luck to people?

[A] 3 and 7. [B] 3 and 9. [C] 7 and 9. [D] 3 and 13.
fRATE[ Cl, BITREESS 5.6 BEAYIF3k/A]“ Seven was another significant number, usual-
ly regarded as a bringer of good luck.” F{l “Nine is usually thought of as a lucky number...”
fERT M EME R R C],

69. The ill luck associated with 13 is supposed to have its originin

[A] legend [B] religion

[ C] popular belief [D] certain customs

8 ITEM—4
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@A B, @ REEESE 8.9 By “ Thirteen, as we well know, is regarded with great
awe and fear. ” fi1“ The common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13
people at Christ’s Last Supper. "fEu] HI[ B] HIEFAE X,
70. What is the author’s attitude towards people’s superstitious beliefs?

[A] He is mildly critical. [B] He is strongly critical.

[C] He is in favor of them. [D] His attitude is not clear.
AT -E[A ], BBIEL XA RJE —B“ Yet oddly enough, to be born on the 13th of the
month is not regarded with any fear at all, which just shows how irrational we are in our su-

perstitious beliefs. " BIAJ AIfEH IO N[A].
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According to the passage, “...spring cleaning is a difficult notion for modern

Jamilies to grasp” means that spring cleaning
[A] is no longer an easy practice to understand.

[B] is no longer part of modern family life.
[ €] requires more family members to be involved.
[D] calls for more complicated skills and knowledge.

SN -
I know when the snow melts and the first robins (15 &) come to call, when the
laughter of children returns to the parks and playgrounds, something wonderful is about to

happen.
TEM—4| 9
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Spring cleaning.

I'll admit spring cleaning is a difficult notion for modern families to grasp. Today’s
busy families hardly have time to load the dishwasher, much less clean the doormat. Asking
the family to spend the weekend collecting winter dog piles from the melting snow in the
backyard is like announcing there will be no more Wi-Fi. It interrupts the natural order.

“Honey, what say we spend the weekend beating the rugs, sorting through the boxes in
the basement and painting our bedroom a nice lemony yellow?” I say.

“Can we at least wait until the NBA matches are over?” my husband answers.

But I tell my family, spring cleaning can’t wait. The temperature has risen just enough
to melt snow but not enough for Little League practice to start. Some flowers are peeking out
of the thawing ground, but there is no lawn to seed, nor garden to tend. Newly wakened
from our winter’s hibernation (&R ), yet still needing extra blankets at night, we open our
windows to the first fresh air floating on the breeze and all of the natural world demanding
“Awake and be clean!”

Biologists offer a theory about this primal impulse to clean out every drawer and closet
in the house at spring’s first light, which has to do with melatonin, the sleepytime hormone
(%) our bodies produce when it’s dark. When spring’s light comes, the melatonin di-
minishes, and suddenly we are awakened to the dusty, virus-filled house we’ve been hiber-
nating in for four months.

I tell my family about the science and psychology of a good healthy cleaning at spring’s
arrival. I speak to them about life’s greatest rewards waiting in the removal of soap scum
from the bathtub, which hasn’t been properly cleaned since the first snowfall.

“T'll do it,” says the eldest child, a 21-year-old college student who lives at home.

“You will? Wow!” I exclaim. )

Maybe after all these years, he’s finally grasped the concept. Maybe he’s expressing his
rightful position as eldest child and role model. Or maybe he’s going to Florida for a break in
a couple of weeks and he’s being nice to me who is the financial-aid officer.

No matter. Seeing my adult son willingly cleaning that dirty bathtub gives me hope for
the future of his 12-year-old brother who, instead of working, is found to be sleeping in the
seat of the window he is supposed to be cleaning.

“Awake and be clean!” 1 say.

FEE 2SO R b, B A B TR, A EERBARREMNFES KA
FREIGSEUBAEE B O K —WKKHRMEE, 825 T8 T+ 4 spring cleaning is
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