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Preface

At the time when the world is striding into the 21st century, we
are happy to see the convention of the International Conference of .
Science Education and Teacher Training, jojntly hosted by Yunnan
Normal University of People’s Republic of China and La Trobe Uni-
versity of Australia . Experts and scholars from America, Thailand,
Australia, and China are gathering together, with the whole world in
view, to explore ways and possibilities of science education and
teacher training for the new century. This book is a collection of the
essays carefully chosen from the papers submitted to the conference.
The book consists of four parts, each part with its own clear focus.
Part One presents an introduction to the purpose and task of the
conference and makes a fair comment on its achievement. Part Two
takes a global view of science education, with its focuses on a com-
parative study of science education inside and outside of background
in which science education is conducted. Essays in this part allow
readers a view of the approach to such subjects as the coordination
between science education and humanity, as well as modes and re-
forms of science ducation in terms of culture, history and plilosophy.
Part Three probes into curricula and reforms in teaching strategies.
It records the heated discussion at the conference on the ways of
teaching mathematics, physics, chemistry, computer science and ways
of directing laboratory work. Part Four concentrates on the training
of the basic potentials that are required for science teachers in the

21st century. In the essays of this part, raders can experience the



great foresight that the scholars show in their discussion, which cov-
ers the topics of the scholars show in their discussion, which covers
the topics of the prerequisites for science teachers, as well as the con-
tents and ways of teacher training against a background where new
technology revolution, information techonlogy, and trend of learning
are prevailing.

This book is edited by Yu Yanijing, with Xiong Shuxin and Luo
Mingdong as coeditors . We sincerely hope that the book will supply
useful advice and reference for the administrators and teachers who
work in the field of higher education.

Finally, to our readers, we wish to apologize for the unavoidable
faults that may appear in the book due to the limited time for our
compilation. Therfore we shall highly appreciate comments and criti-

cisms of all kinds from our readers.

The Editor
March 6, 1998
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Striding Into the New Century

—A  Collection of Thesis from the International Conference of Sci-
ence Educatton and Teacher Training for the 21st Century
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