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Unit 1 Web Life Today

F18x SREOMBER

—— Web technology has generated immense new wealth and transformed the ways we work, leam,
and amuse ourselves.

—— Microsoft had a first -rate browser, which it included free with its Windows operating system.
This one -two punch destroyed Netscape, and led to antitrust lawsuits against Microsoft in the United
States and Europe. But Web access became a global way of life.

—— Still, Windows Live Web senvices and Essentials provide solid tools that can help you organize
your email, messaging, photos, storage, scheduling and social networking in one place with one
password.




Lesson 1

Diversifying Your Web Life in One Place

[1] If you use the Internet regularly, your activities are likely spread out all over the Web. You might
be sharing photos on Flickr, emailing via Hotmail, posting status updates on Facebook, following tweets
on Twitter, sending instant messages on Google Chat and keeping a calendar on Apple’s MobileMe. You
hop from one site to the next, juggling different user names and passwords.

[2] In Nov. , 2008, Microsoft unveiled Windows Live, its Web-based attempt to consolidate many of
these activities. Windows Live can be found at home. live. com and includes programs that cover a lot of
ground: Hotmail (email), SkyDrive (online storage), Spaces (blogging), Calendar and Events (online
invitations). Four new Windows Live categories—Profile, People, Photos and Groups—create a
Facebook/MySpace-like feel by following activities of networked users and sharing that data with others.

[37 If you're using a Windows PC, you can additionally download a suite of seven free desktop
applications called Windows Live Essentials from download. live. com that enhance and coordinate with the
Windows Live services. These include Messenger, Photo Gallery, Mail, Writer, Movie Maker Beta,
Family Safety and Toolbar. 1 downloaded the Essentials and enjoyed using many of them, especially Mail,
Messenger and Toolbal. But I focused my testing this week on the Windows Live Web services, which, as
advertised, let me control various elements of my digital life in one place with one password. SkyDrive is a
simple and approachable online-storage repository that will be truly useful for a lot of folks who want a
central place to keep files. The Windows Live Profile offers handsome personalized pages with bright
colors and designs; compared side-by-side with a Facebook page; it made Facebook look dull and sparse. I
also used Windows Live Photos to upload digital photos onto my Profile and then shared them with friends
and family in three quick steps.

[4] Microsoft smartly realized that most people already visit a variety of sites for online pursuits and
will want to add those activities to their Windows Live Profile. Users can currently link to 12 other
sources, including Twitter, Flickr, Photobucket, WordPress, Pandora and Yelp—but not Facebook or
MySpace. Microsoft says that it’s working to build relationships with Facebook and MySpace and hopes to
have related news next year.

[5] But though various Web activities can be added to a Live Profile, this connection isn’t as
productive as it could be. Take Twitter, for example. I added my Twitter account to my Live Profile, but
on Live Profile I could see only tweets from myself and from people in my Windows Live network. To see
tweets from the 50 people I follow on Twitter, I had to go to Twitter. com.

[6] I had a similar experience with Pandora. I added my Pandora account to my Live Profile, and
when I book-marked Keith Urban as a favorite artist, this tidbit appeared on my Live Profile page. But
when I listened to Christmas tunes for a few hours, nothing on my Profile page reflected this.

[7] After linking my Live Profile to my Flickr account, I posted photos on Flickr. com, and seconds
later, these pics appeared on my Live Profile. But other activities from Flickr weren’t reflected on my Live
Profile, such as when my contacts posted photos or when those in a Flickr group of which I'm a member
posted photos. To see this, I had to visit Flickr. com.

2.



[ 8] Microsoft says that in the case of Web activities, the outside companies choose what to show and
what not to show. But I can’t use Windows Live as a home base for my other online activities unless it
displays useful data that save me trips to other Web sites. Link many social-networking services, Windows
Live gives special privileges to those who are in the network. To belong to a Windows Live network, one
must first have a Windows Live ID, which anyone can get by signing up for Hotmail, Windows Live
Messenger or Xbox Live.

[9] Windows Live also allows interaction with people outside the network. For instance, I can share
any of the photos that I upload to my profile with friends and family who don’t have Windows Live IDs by
simply emailing a link to them. These people don’t need a Windows Live ID to look at the photos. When I
used Windows Live to share photos with my sister, who had received hundreds of digital shots from me on
every photo-sharing Web site I've tested, she wasn’t impressed. She correctly pointed out that other
sharing sites, like Shutterfly, allow full-screen slideshow views; Windows Live limits slide shows to the
size of the browser window. Windows Live Web service works best on Microsoft’s own Internet Explorer
browser, version 6 and up, and a special quick-photo-upload tool works only with Internet Explorer. This
uploading tool doesn’t work with Apple’s Safari browser or the Mozilla Firefox browser; instead, you
must slowly add each photo to your page, selecting them one at a time.

[10] If you’re using a Windows PC, the Windows Live Essentials are definitely worth installing.
Photo Gallery enables simple photo publishing directly from your computer’s collection of My Pictures,
and specific faces can be labeled and tagged in each shot. Windows Live Mail, which replaced Outlook
Express last year, is a smoothly designed program that I rely on every day for use with three different
eamil accounts. Windows Live Messenger links into the Live Web services specifically by retrieving the
status updates for each person in your network and displaying those in a ticket-like panel at the bottom of
Messenger. The Windows Live Toobal works only in Internet Explorer but shows an at-a-glance view of
your network’s updates, along with photos, eamil and calendar—all in the top panel of the browser.

[11] Windows Live Essentials are still in beta, or testing; mode, and Windows Live Web services will
add more partnerships next month. I'll be anxious to see if these new partnerships operate more
productively with the Live Profile. Aggregating content from across the Web isn’t worthwhile unless that
content is fully and usefully accessible in its new home.

[12] Still, Windows Live Web services and Essentials provide solid tools that can help you organize
your email, messaging, photos, storage, scheduling and social networking in one place with one

password. That, by itself, is a relief.
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Exercises

. Answer the following questions:

. Why are your activities likely spread out all over the Web if you often use the Internet?

. What did Microsoft unveil in Nov. , 20087 And Why?

. What programs does Windows Live include?

. What applications do Windows Live Essentials include?

. Why is SkyDrive very useful?

. What does Windows Live Profile offer? How about Windows Live Photos?

How Many sources can users at present link to via Windows Live Profile? Please list some of them.

. How does Windows Live allow us to interact with people outside the network?

. Why are Windows Live Essentials worth installing?

. Why is Windows Live Toolbar very useful when working in Internet Explorer?

. What are the functions of Windows Live Web services and Essentials?

. Translate the following words and phrases:

From Chinese into English.

. R 2T

AN AL T

. IR EREEL RS

. EEAEER

. TELRHER

. BE, 2

. P AR %

. BRASERA

. BRLIT R

. R B2

From English into Chinese.
. to spread out all over the Web

. to send instant messages on Google Chat

3. to consolidate a lot of activities




to share data with others

digital life in one place

to build relationships with...

to have a similar experience with...

special privileges

e T A

to email a link to sb.

10. to show an at-a-glance view of sth.

. Translate the following passage into Chinese:

Today the center of gravity in technology has shifted from PCs to the Internet, altering the old rules of
competition that were so lucratively mastered by Microsoft.

For millions of users, mobile devices like cellphones are beginning to edge out PCs as the tool of choice for
many computing tasks, And Google, the front-runner in the current wave of Internet combuting, has wrested the
mantle of high-tech leadership from Microsoft.

Although Mr. Gates will spend one day a week at the company, it will be up to his successors, led by Steven
A. Ballmer, the chief executive, to master the challenges of the Internet or watch Microsoft’s wealth and stature in
the industry steadily erode. “Bill’s legacy is Windows and Office, and that will be a rich franchise for years to
come, but it’s not the future,” said David B. Yoffie, a professor at the Harvard Business School.

Still, the Gates legacy is impressive, In addition to the software itself, Mr. Gates and his company have
fundamentally shaped how people think about competition in many industries where technology plays a central role.
Today, there are more than one billion copies of the Windows operating system on PCs around the world.

Industry experts and economists say that Windows is not necessarily the best or most admired software for
running the basic operations of a personal computer—Apple’s Macintosh can claim the most devout fan club. But
Mr. Gates grasped and deployed two related concepts on a scale no one ever had in the past: the power of network
effects and the value of establishing a technology platform.

Put simply, the network effect describes a phenomenon in which the value of a product goes up as more people
use it. E-mail messaging and telephones are classic examples. A technology platform is a set of tools or services
that others can use to build their own products or services, The more people who use the tools, the more popular
the platform can become,

Mr. Gates took advantage of both notions and combined them to build Microsoft’s dominance in PCs,
spreading its influence with computer makers and software developers. Today, there are many thousands of
software applications that run on the Windows platform, not just word processing and spreadsheets but also the
specialized programs in doctors’ offices, factory floors and retail stores—a very broad network on a nearly
ubiquitous technology platform.

“Gates saw software as a separate market from hardware before anyone else, but his great insight was
recognizing the power of the network effects surrounding the software,” said Michael A. Cusumano, a professor at

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Sloan School of Management.

Well-known Sayings

/\ Take time be fore time takes you.
/\ He who hunts for flowers will find flowers; and he who loves weeds
will find weeds.

/\ The greatness of art is not to find what is common but what is unique.




Lesson 2

WWW—Woven Deep into Our Lives

[1] It was a technical paper with the simple title “Information Management: A Proposal”, written by
a researcher at a European physics laboratory and filled with esoteric terms like hypertext and browser.

[2] It was also the birth certificate of the World Wide Web, a technology that’s generated immense
new wealth and transformed the ways we work, learn, and amuse ourselves.

[3] Twenty years ago this month, Tim Berners-Lee, then a researcher at Conseil Européen pour la
Recherche Nucléaire, or CERN, in Switzerland, handed in his proposal for a new kind of computer
network. That paper and the technology it envisioned would spawn such giant enterprises as Google,
Facebook, MySpace, Yahoo, Amazon, and eBay. At the same time, the Web “has replaced countless
other services and resources,” said Ted Schadler, an Internet analyst at Forrester Research in Cambridge.
Newspaper circulation dwindled as readers turned to the Web instead; travel agents shut down as tourists
book their trips online. And millions of us started to watch our favorite shows on computer instead of TV
sets,

[4] Berners-Lee, now based at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, oversees W3C, the global
organization that maintains the Web’s technical standards. Instead of patenting his 1989 brainstorm,
Berners-Lee insisted the idea must be given away at no charge, or few people would use it. “It took 18
months for my colleague Robert Cailliau and me to persuade the CERN directors not to charge royalties for
use of the Web,” said Berners-Lee in a speech last year. “Had we failed, the Web would not be here
today. ”

[5] The World Wide Web giveaway spawned an entrepreneurial frenzy as companies sought new ways
to profit from Berners-Lee’s generosity. But nobody could make money on the Web until people began to
use it.

[61 Berners-Lee built his first primitive browser in late 1990, It was entirely text-based, with none of
the pretty pictures you find on the Web today, and you had to type commands to move from page to page.
But it caught the attention of two University of Illinois students, Marc Andreessen and Eric Bina, who
created a new browser that could show photos and could be controlled by clicking a mouse. Mosaic was the
first browser to be widely used.

[7] When computer entrepreneur Jim Clark saw Mosaic, “it dawned on me, this was going to be
massive,” he said. So in 1994, Clark and Andreessen formed Netscape Communications Corp. “There
were a lot of people who thought I was absolutely nuts,” said Clark. “The Internet is free. How was [
going to make any money out of this business?”

[8] Clark found he could sell Netscape browsers to businesses even as he gave them away to the
general public. He built Netscape with the ability to encrypt financial transactions and helped create the
market for online retailers like eBay and Amazon.

(9] In 1995, Clark sold stock in Netscape to the public. It was one of the most successful stock
offerings ever, raising $2 billion almost overnight.

[10] It was also the last straw for software giant Microsoft, which declared war on upstart Netscape.
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Benjamin Slivka, a codeveloper of Microsoft’s rival Internet Explorer browser, remembers a desperate
effort to catch up. “I and the rest of the team worked pretty insane hours,” Slivka said—as much as 100
hours a week for 17 months.

[11] By 1996, Microsoft had a first-rate browser, which it included free with its Windows operating
system. This one-two punch destroyed Netscape, and led to antitrust lawsuits against Microsoft in the
United States and Europe. But Web access became a global way of life.

[12] People used Web publishing tools to celebrate their hobbies and passions online, using personal
websites or quickly updated personal newsletters known as blogs. In 2001, a website called Wikipedia
began an encyclopedia composed entirely by volunteers, and today, Wikipedia boasts 10 million articles
written in 260 languages by 75,000 unpaid contributors.

[13] Of all the uses to which the Web was put, “the incredible willingness of people, to share the
information they have” was a huge surprise to Vint Cerf, chief Internet evangelist at Google Inc. and
coinventor of the Internet’s core data protocols. “I hadn’t anticipated that there would be such a huge
response. ”

[14] Cerf also noted the social power of the Web, which lets people seek out others who share their
tastes. “With the World Wide Web and search engines,” said Cerf, “you had ways of finding people who
had common interests, without knowing who they are. ” That insight has spawned sites like Facebook and
MySpace where it’s easy to interact online with likeminded people.

[15] The Web keeps changing the world, with help from wireless data networks and cheap handheld
Internet devices. Netscape cofounder Jim Clark is an investor in Clearwire Corp. , which is building a
network to deliver high-speed data to handheld devices. Google’s Cerf said the idea is to expand Web
services into poorer countries where people can afford a phone but not a full-fledged computer.

[16] Other innovators are making the Web smarter, with software to help Web computers
“understand” data. Mathematician Stephen Wolfram recently disclosed plans for a new website, Wolfram
Alpha, that will answer questions typed in ordinary English. Ask Google “what was the Beatles’ biggest
hit?” and you get 2. 3 million Web pages written by Beatles fans. If Alpha works as advertised, it will
simply respond, “Hey Jude. ”

[17] Tim Berners-Lee, notorious for being press-shy, turned down requests for an interview. But

today, he will be at CERN, celebrating his own biggest hit.

Language Points and Chinese Translations

FT2R 4N IR A TR A TS
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