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Abstract

The distribution of the Rock Art extends to each continent. Ancestors
record their social and economic life by means of this pattern, expressing their
understanding and knowledge about the world. Therefor, the research on the rock
art enables us to investigate early human’ s questions such as their history, culture
and religion. Rock Art has became the direct foundation to rediscover the history and
thinking of human beings.

From the earliest times, due to its important strategic and geographical
location, the Yinshan Mountain area became the battlefield among the northern
nationalities in China. Meanwhile, as the center of living and the cradle for the
-northern nationalities, it also left rich historical and cultural relics. Yinshan Rock
art, with a special feature, is created by the ancient northern nomads. From
1970s, Yinshan rock art has been unearthed by a large mount and made known to
the world. In this research, the author collected 2842 rock paintings which could be
employed as the research corpus. After the systematic classification, the distribution
characteristics of the cliff rock painting in this area and the evolution of the main
rock painting patterns are summarized. Moreover, the author also tries to conduct
the periodization and chronological study on them. Especially, when studying the
Yinshan mountain rock art, the author also takes the whole framework of Chinese
rock art into consideration, which gives us a better understanding of the features
and status of Yinshan Mountain rock art. The study attempts to provide a pattern
framework of the Yinshan mountain rock art.

Here is the structure of the paper:

Introduction

Including the definition of the rock art, overview of the rock art at home and
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broad, the significance of the study on the rock art

Chapterl discover and research

Including the research subject, the identification of the research area, the
research history on the Yinshan mountain rock art, the feasibility of the present
study

Chapter 2

Zonation and classification

Three areas, Low hilly area in the northern part of Daqingshan Mountain,
Seerteng Mountain, Mountain Lang, each of which is further subdivided into east
section, middle section and west section.

Chapter 3

Regional distribution characteristics and evolution of the main patterns

Based on the zonation, analyzing the Regional distribution characteristics and
evolution of the main patterns

Chapter 4 Special studies

Including main rock painting types, face rock paintings, symbol rock
paintings, and dancer paintings, vehicles paintings, hunting paintings, animal
paintings, periodization and chronological study

Chapter 5 comparison with the rock paintings in other areag of China

The painting content of three rock painting area, the distribution characteristics
and comparison of three rock painting area, the comparison between the Yinshan
rock paintings and rock paiﬁtings of other areas

Conclusion

The findings of the present study are as follows:

Firstly, systematic classification of the Yinshan rock paintings

The author categorizes the Yinshan Mountain rock paintings into the patterns
such as animals, herding, hunting, vehicle, footprint, face, human figures,
symbols, graphic text and scenes, with the numbers of each pattern calculated.
On the basis of the classification and induction of the patterns, considering the
geographic and geomorphic conditions of Yinshan Mountain, the author divided
the Yinshan mountain rock paintings from the east to west into Low hilly area in the
northern part of Dagingshan Mountain( I area), Seerteng Mountain area( Il area),

Mountain Lang area(Illarea), each of which is further subdivided into the eastern
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section, middle section and western section.

Secondly, according to the zonation and classification of the Yinshan Mountain
rock paintings, in order to know the ecological model, the present study analyzes
the distribution characteristics from the longitudinal perspective. Then, using the
latitudinal comparison, the present study displays the distribution characteristics
and evolutions of rock paintings. The author believes that the rock paintings in three
areas have their own features. I area obviously shows the characteristics of the rock
paintings of the animal husbandry model; Il area has the features of transition. The
middle section are very close to the [ area, while the western section began to be
affected by Ill area. From the eastern section, Il area showed a quiet distinctive
distribution characteristics. Ill area was in mid of the herding and hunting model,
with the latter having more significance. In addition the face and symbol rock
paintings showed the increasing trend form the eastern section to the west section,
which showed the strong religious atmosphere in this area.

As to the specific rock painting patterns, the distribution of animals,
herding, human figures are about the same, except that this feature is more
- obvious in [ area. It is due to the features of herding model of I area and I area
identical. Footprint and vehicle rock paintings centered its distribution in [ area both
of which showed the same evolutionary decreasing trend from the east to west, and
they showed the distribution characteristics of rock paintings in the model of herding.
Hunting rock paintings are mainly distributed in the Il area. Face and symbol
paintings keep the same increasing trend until it reached its summit in the western
section of Il area.

Finally, the present study attempts to conduct the periodization and
chronologicél study. The analysis on the classification and distribution characteristics
of Yinshan Mountain laid the foundation for the study on the periodization and
chronology. The author collected into one group the face rock paintings with the same
skills, symbols with scallops concentric circles and circles, dancer rock paintings
and classified into one group the animal rock paintings vehicles paintings hunting
paintings and herding paintings. The present study conduct the typological analysis
on these main rock painting patterns and typical figures of the animal rock paintings
like the figure of tiger, deers, horse, sheep and other carnivorous animals.

Meanwhile, based on the study on the primitive religion and ethnology, the author
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made a chronological study on the rock paintings, pointing out those rock paintings
with face, scallop, central circles, the circles with the dot, even arm dance,
fertility dance are in the same group with the synchronic existing relationships. Most
of the rock paintings derived from the neolith period, while the rock paintings of the
Yinshan Mountain derived from the Bronze age, with the rock paintings with animal
figures vehicles hauntings footprint having the synchronic existing relationships.

Key words: Yinshan mountain rock art, classification, chronology, research
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