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YRAT LA : The term "pass year" is used for the Spring Festival (Chinese New Year). The word

"Year" in Chinese characters used to mean a horrible beast. To combat the beast, the Chinese hang
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B¢ Traditionally most urban Chinese used to live in quadrangles called Siheyuan or "four-
side enclosed courtyards". These courts, as the name implies, are formed by inward-facing
houses on four sides, closed in by enclosure walls.

4 &, 2 EWR T EREPEAEWRIE “abe” TR, Xk, BiaE L,
RETEPY S b ph T L BB, e D

B A small or medium-sized Siheyuan usually has its main or only entrance gate built at
the southeastern corner of the quadrangle with a screen wall just inside to prevent outsiders
from peeping in.

— AR RV A B, R AR IE ) S — KT TR AR M, Had A — A4
BERE, Bh1kA AN RS .

BS  Such a residence offers space, comfort and quiet privacy. It is also good for security as
well as protection against dust and storms. Grown with plants and flowers, the court is also a
sort of garden.

XHE—RMEEREE T —/MEE, K. REAZE, hiR% L, BRE kLTI,
REBE B RE A LR, RN e .

38  Infeudal timés, the courtyard dwellings were built according to the traditional concepts
of the five elements that were believed to compose the universe, and the eight diagrams
of divination. The gate was made at the southeast corner which was the "wind" corner, and
house was made to face the south with the main building on the north side which was
believed to belong to "water"-- an element to prevent fire.

EHEFA, HABRERE GRS BN AR FHIRANTE (Hf7) , BRA
i, KIEREAMA, WNAHERE R . BFEmEARES . EEEHRAEIL,
A F LN AET K™ ———F RS S KA TTH.
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B¢  The master of the house lived in the sunny main building and their children in the side
chambers. The southern row on the opposite side, those nearest to the entrance gate, were
generally used as the study, the reception room, the man servants' dwelling or for sundry
purposes.

B N ELEPRE WA DR 5 2 L, M0 4% 7 72 PR IR B3 ) . o T 8 KT T el
i —HEB T, EHEBREES] . BE, BIMIEIESO AR HE.

BL2 r:mmxAE

*F “WEk” X—Al, ErhEARmORE, RATLAEREIES ﬁ: % Siheyuan,
EFUEBAFE R, BRTEEL MBS AMME. K&, RBATLLR: dwelling
compounds, quadrangles, quadrangle dwellings, quadrangle courtyard, courtyard house, Beijing
quadrangle. courtyard dwelling house, XYtialiE KERTER R “HIEMIBEE" , Ll RAERR
) SR, fREEIAGE. BTLL, RATCARE IR biX Seiaif R Rikix —ia.
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fridEiEZE, fEl4n. This house is more beautiful than the houses behind the museum. X i B2 ¥kt
@4 R AR B IR 5




so1doy 3 Hr BB Bt & Mg ok >0€ | Jeideyd

Tv/'l‘(:pic 002 Hutong 18R

A, RS d A SCIER, AMTE SRR R AR 7Y
A f “WIRT , BPstdh @M AR KRNI, PEBEKHS
wmﬁﬁkEEW%%AOEﬁ$§m“m# HIEAR, 7E
AR EWAE, Kk TR RS, md, ALRAIRA
Rk, HERFELRM T HEXLRP R R L5
Xfb. temmp@sit, RERAE, ARENRES, ML E
HERR TS LA B L AR IRE

e 1 Lminmrs

3@ Hutongs are a type of narrow streets or alleys, most commonly associated with Beijing,
China. In Beijing, hutongs are alleys formed by lines of siheyuan, traditional courtyard
residences. Many neighbourhoods were formed by joining one siheyuan to another to form
a hutong, and then joining one hutong to another. The word hutong is also used to refer to
such neighbourhoods.
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B The term "hutong" appeared first during the Yuan Dynasty, and is believed to be a term
of Mongolian language origin meaning "water wells".
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33 Hutongs represent an important cultural element of the city of Beijing. Thanks to
Beijing's long history and status as capital for six dynasties, almost every hutong has its
anecdotes, and some are even associated with historic events.
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BE  In contrast to the court life and elite culture represented by the Forbidden City, Summer
Palace, and the Temple of Heaven, the hutongs reflect the culture of grassroots Beijingers. The

hutongs are residential neighborhoods \_Nhich still form the heart of Old Beijing.
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Chinese people used to try to protect their privacy from being intruded by strangers. So the
gate building, in old times, was a symbol to show the position of each house owner.You don't
have to go inside the courtyard. Just look at the gate building, you can already tell whether it's
an influential family or not.
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B8 Tang Dynasty was the most thriving, prosperous, splendid, and glorious period in
ancient China. As a result, the traditional clothing worn by the Chinese is called “Tang suit”
Actually,“Tang suit” has no relationships with Tang Dynasty.
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BS  The origin of Tang suit can be traced back to Qing Dynasty(1644-1911), evolving from
Magua. It is a Manchurian clothing, which was in turn adopted by the Han Chinese during
Qing Dynasty.
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B8 Itis a short tunic with high and round collars and lapels, which are fasten down the
front. At that time, only noblemen, aristocracy and government officials were wearing it;
however,in modern times it was eventually adopted by common people.This kind of clothing
is often seen as a national costume for men, although women wear it as well.
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B  Now in Chinese communities, the Zhongshan suit, the western suit, and the Tang suit
are main formal dressing for men in many occasions. Tang suit is made in different colors,
most commonly red, dark blue, gold and black. One common design is the usage of Chinese

characters to spread good luck and wishes.
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