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Preface

Throughout the 5000 years’ history
of China, in the process of changing
from writing to a visual art of Chinese
calligraphy, the historical change of
dynasties and the rise and decline of
nations have depleted many writers
and works, leaving behind tripod
inscriptions, inscriptions, bamboo
scripts and personal letters for its
descendants, thus making China
a great country in inheriting and
developing calligraphy.

Chinese calligraphy, a treasure of
traditional Chinese culture, is one
artistic form in world art. The oracles,
inscriptions on ancient bronze
objects, bamboo slips and official
scripts of different times have all
made great contributions to world art.
The Chinese people show special
preference to calligraphy and hand it
down from generation to generation
for several thousand years, making it
a splendid artistic form.

The most important achievement
of the calligraphy in Sui dynasty in
the history of Chinese calligraphy
is that it finishes the integration
of regular script in the process
of compromising northern and
southern styles of calligraphy. For
example, the regular script in The
Tablet of Longcang Temple and in
Zhi Yong’ s Qian Zi Wen Written in
Regular and Cursive Script is pure
regular script. Though The Epigraph

for Beauty Dong still keeps the
style of official script, the structure
of character is already becoming
straight and precise, and the marked
feature of official script, BoTiao style,
has lost its original meaning. So Sui
calligraphy displays various artistic
styles and features in integrating
southern and northern calligraphy
styles, and in consolidating the old
script and creating the new, which
plays an important role in connecting
Sui calligraphy and early Tang
calligraphy.

The subject of Sui calligraphy is
inscription. Though regular script is
prevailing at that time, there are a
lot of epigraphs written with official
script, and people then usually write
epigraph with official script for its
solemnity and simplicity. Many are
written with the script combining
official script and regular script, that
is, neither official nor regular script,
which is the characteristic of the
official script in the Sui dynasty.

The epigraph in the Sui dynasty
also functions in rectifying and
supplementing history in addition
to its high artistic value. That is
to say, some historical records
and biographies are simple and
brief, or can only be learned from
epigraph, so the epigraph in the
Sui dynasty can be very valuable
historical data.
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