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Xu Yu Gen was born in 1944 in Wuxi(Jiangsu).
He is vice - director of photography and arts de-
partment of Wenhui Daily. He is a member of Chi-
nese Association of Photographers.a director of
Shanghai Association of Photographers and a
standing director of Shanghai Institute of News
Photography. Since joining to press in 1972, he
studied theory and technique of news photography
hard and has taken ten - thousands newsphotos
and art photos. Xu Yu Gen is especially good at
potraits and children photography. His works.
such as {An exemplary teacher —— Mao Bei lLei),
¢An old professor —— Chen Zi Zhan )and (Happy
childhood ) were selected by Chinese Association
of Photographers and Shanghai Office of Foriegn
Affairs and sent to U. S. A. | Japan, Korea, Hol-
land . Belgum and other counties. Xu Yu Gen was
chosen as an exemplary journalist of Shanghai. He
published an album (Selected photos of Xu Yu
Gen )in 1986. In 1989, Wenhui Daily, Shanghai
Association of Photographers, Shanghai Institute
of News Photography jointly held a Conferece of
Education Photos of Xu Yu Gen. And Xu Yu
Gen’s photos received favourable comments of

specialists.
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A Mirror of Social Changes in Russia.
An Article Used In Lieu of A Preface

Shao Chuan Lie

As the invitation of the Russian Association of Writers Mr. Xu Yu Gen and I went to Russia
for a three —week —visit last July. Although T have known a little about the changes in the great

country.l got some new feelings with my eyes and ears in this Journey.

Mr. Xu Yu Gen gained a abundant harvest from this visit. The picture album — —"”Russia To-
day”is his achievement.

Summer is the best season in Russia. Also it is the best opportunity for photography. The
land is covered with green. Men and women wear summer clothes. People clowd on the beach en-
joying sunbath and cars clowd on the roads towards rural villa. In addition to these scenes.,Mr.

Xu pursued the unfamilian but.in a sense,acquainted things in Russia.

He is deligent and sensitive. His long and short lens aimed at all the corners of Russian:lofty
buildings .dense forests.busy subway,crowded privit markets.deserted graveyard of the famous.
various churches and the devout believers+++In his 20 —day —journey,Mr. Xu took almost 2000
photos. The pictures pressed in "Russia Today”are selected specially from them.each with a essay
style caption written by Miss Shao Ning. The pictures recorded the changes of this focus of world
attention.

This picture album is a mirror of social changes in Russia. Mr. Xu did his best to capture the
typical things through his meticulous observation. I.dare to say the picture album is a symthesize
display of Russian society. A reader.who has not been in Russia.can image Russia if he appreciate

these photos carefully.

Photography is an instant art. Foreign sight is very attractive to a new comer. Mr. Xu
worked hard in his 20—day —journey with his”heavy weapons”and”light weapons”. Achievement
is proportion to deligence. He often climbed up and down ignoring danger to find a view. He wait-
ed patiently until 11 in the evening on the beach to take a photo of sunset. When the sun was set-
ting down the sea.he seized the opportunity to catch the famous white —night by means of step by
step photography. Once he saw some bulls on the grassland.in the suburbs of Moscow. He took
the long lens to take photos far away. His translater,Miss Zha.wearing a red skirt. caught the
bulls attention. Suddenly.a bull dashed toward her. Mr. Xu cried:”Be careful .danger!” When they

came back to the hotel .Mr. Xu told me humourly.”1 like a bullfighter.”

Although”Russia Today”is an art picture album.the very some of these pictures contain both
news style and art style,for Mr. Xu has two acute "news eyes”. The photos have very high art
value as well as news value. Realism is the soul of photography art. Truthfulness is a most impor-
tant principle to photography as blood to human body. Pictures in ”Russia Today”don’t skim over

the surface of life but are the masterpieces of realism. At the beginning of the picture album.a



group of photos named ”Russian View"recover the constant changes of Russian social events. The
photos called” All are Engaged in Business”tell us Russian people’s reaction in various social class
under the tide of market economy. This is a special social phenomenon which draw the world's at-
tention. " street artists” ,a group of photos.display the street artists from Honduras.Kavkas and
Moscow .” The Candle Light in Church”,”Claiming”.” All Are Foreign Commodities” .” Flower
Market in July”,” The Children’s New Land” ,such photos show Mr. Xu's ingenuity. He captured

a lot of expressive views.which implyed a series of changes in Russia now.

Mr.. Xu is good at portrait photography. His works win good fame in photography circles. In
this picture album,he selected a group of portrait photos. Some artists in these photos are famous
to chinese people. They show the artist’s ponderation and expectation expression. There are many
common Russians in the picture album too:the roaster standing nearby the road.the grandfather
and his grandson.the old partners.a woman reading wholly absorbed in the morning.lovely kids
=-. From their éxpression., we can know their minds. His works such as ” Pondering”.” Old
Friends” ,display his creative power,whose colour,light and person’s expression are very sucess-
ful. I should point out that these pictures were taken in the very natureée condition. So their be-
haviour was lively and vivid. Their manners weren't affected though Mr. Xu made the better to

bring forth new ideas. They show Mr. Xu's high photography skill.

If the photos of Russian view are on the basis of activity.the works of Russian scenery have
relation with colour,activity \light and shadow,sight and persons.which are on the foundation of
stillness. Good stillness is a kind of beauty. ”On the Boulevard”.”In the Depths of the Forest”and
other photos look far away like motley classic paints. I think these are the best photos in the pic-

ture album.

The succeding experience and failure lessons of photography history tell us that if you stimu-
late the predecessors’ works only slightly .your creative ability will lose its light. The ”Russia To-
day"pressing. is a monument of Mr. Xu's 25—year photography career. I shall congratulate him
on his success,but I don’t think it is his career peak. A poet said:”Everyone can be an architect to
design his fortune. ”Mr. Xu Yu Gen is a wise and fortunate architect. His fortune did not depend
on mainly his apportunity.but his will ,work and wait. He builded one and one pyramid on these

three cornerstones.
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Russian View

RUSSIA TODAY
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Russia.this is the name of a land. The Great Peter fought west and east on many
fronts.so this land has the mettle of stretching over Europe and Asia. In people’s impres -
sion.this land is covered with thick snow forever;in boundless field of the riverside of
Volga.troika runs through tracts of white birch .ringing clearly and melodiously.

Russia.this is also the name of a country. This country has been a part of a union —
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for seventy years. In 1991 .the Union disintegrat
ed.the country power changed. The changes in short three,four years in this country are
unprecedented.

So now the Russian situation is followed with interest by people form all of the
world. Russia today.like a ever changing kaleidoscope .nobody knows which scenes will

be tomorrow.
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Flower market in July
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It is famous that Russian
people like flower very much.
Though the life level of vast
majority of the people is drop-
ping. there are flower markets

evenywhere
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Two old women are talking abort sth. ¢sit-

ting on the bench besilde the road.
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This is an ordinary church. The believers are

standing and praying piously.

FL W) ' The candle in church




