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Love nature, conserve the fantastic animal
world.

Inscribed to Chinese Rare Animals
(Children’s Version)

Liu Bin 1996
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Forward

China is a country with very rich wildlife resources. It is estimated that among
the 4. 200 species of animals in the world. China has more than 400. and of the
9, 600 species of birds China possesses 1. 244. Such a rich resource has won
the admiration of foreign nature historians and naturalists . who can not help looking
with a new eye at the rare animals and precious birds which can only be found in
China. and of which the Chinese people are always pround. Giant panda. snub-
nosed monkey. Milu (David's deer). white-flag dolphin. red -crowned crane,
brown-eared pheasant and Japanese crested ibis are some of these 'China's
treasures’ but the world's as well. Where do these animals live?How do they live?
What kind of family history do they have? Are they living in peace? These are not
only questions scientists are studying but also topics of popular interest among
young people and young adults in particular. We are therefore very glad to see the
publication of this book Chinese Rare Amimals (Children's Version) written by
experts and scholars who were invited by Jilin Provincial UNESCO Association to
work together for its coming to print by Jilin University Press. The pictures and
texts are both excellent. and the book will open a window of opportunity for
children so that they can enjoy the animal stars they have long admired. gain a
sense of their beauty. and have a kind of unusual fun. too. Animals are the only
partners of human beings on the earth and the earth is home for humans and
animals both. Because of the pollution to our environment brought about by
industrial development. every year. every month. every hour. and even every
minute individual animal or even entire species are dying. This is a major human
concern. Due to human movement and activity . animals find themselves in life-
crisis; many rare and precious birds are in immanent danger. What a mistake
human kind has made! In the past. people always thought about how to ” conquer
nature” or " make use of nature” . but now every effort should be made to " protect
‘nature” . Wildlife . the rare species in particular . can be considered artistic products
created by the hands of nature over billions of years. The correct attitude we
should adopt towards these natural endowments is conserve. conserve and still

conserve in order for them to regenerate for ever as long as the earth and the sky



exist. If not, we will be shamed before our offspring and leave a black mark in the
history of human civilization. | firmly believe reading this book will arouse a deeper
awareness of civilization in the hearts of our young readers and stimulate their
enthusiasm to protect the helpless and weak wildlife. Yes , humans have invented
spaceships to explore outer space and to look for beings on other planets. but
they have failed to treasure the beings around them and to take good care of the
homeland they share with animals. This is really a very bitter and distressing
lesson. All people of insight.all readers with love .and masters of the future world.
let us join the effort to protect our environment and conserve wildlife. to return
blue to the sky . clearness to the oceans and seas, freshness to the fragrant grass.
brightness to the sunshine and a home to animals. In the developing course of
human society, let animals be our friends.

Finally . | would like to say a little more to thank those who have designed.
written, published and distributed the book . those who have spared no pain for the
book. Owing to their work we are able to broaden our field of vision, increase our
knowledge and promote our love for protecting wildlife. This concludes my

comments.

Pro. Chen Mokai

(Vice-President of Chinese National Federation of UNESCO Association
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Preface

China is a country with vast territory, abundant resources, constantly
changing sceneries and great richness of plants and animals. China is located in
temperate and tropical zones. The variation of climate, the mountains and rivers
through its length and breadth, and its complex ecosphere. all enable the country
to be particularly rich in animal resources. China has more than 400 species of
animals and 1, 244 of birds. Ours is one of the countries which has more animals
than most other countries.

Animals are an important integrating part of Nature, friends of human beings,
and precious treasures of the country. The level at which wildlife resources are
conserved indicates the level of human civilization. The education-about how to
conserve and take good care of the animals must begin with young children and
adults so that it will benifit later generations and its achievements can continue to
make contributions for thousands of years. The development of industry and
agriculture not only has brought severe pollution to our natural environment but
also has been threatening the lives of humans and of wildlife. Now , every minute.,
every hour, some animal is becoming extinct in the world. How can we be
complacent about this? The purpose of publishing this book is , perhaps. here.

Of the major conserved animals in China. according to the list set by national
conservation law, Priority One and Two protected animals comprise as many as
400 species, all of which are rare animals, on the brink of extinction. Only when
people get to know animals—their dwelling places. living habits, how to conserve
them and how to take care of them—can the animals live more easily and
regenerate their numbers. This book, with excellent photos and accompanying
texts, describes the habits of animals and tells interesting secrets of their lives.
The readers will find new information and will enjoy reading it. Parents and
teachers will find it convenient for use in teaching and telling stories.

The volume of Chinese Rare Animals (Children's Version) includes 200
species of animals and birds. We are immensely grateful for the fascinating photos
contributed by Mr Zhang Cizu of the Shanghai Zoo, Professor Gao Shixian of the
Changchun College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Mr Li Shuzhong and Huang



Shigian of the Bejing Zoo. Mr Ma Ming of the Institute of Desert Research in
Xinjiang. Mr Gao Yuren and Yuan Xicai of the Institute of Research into
Endangered Animals in Guangdong Province. Mr Zhu Xi of the Zhejiang Forestry
University . Mr Fan Qiangdong of the Observation Stand for Migrants and Mr Liu
Yun of Qingdao ‘Oceannography University. We would like to thank Professor
Zhou Rao for his support of our work. Without their help and support this book
might never have come into being. Thanks to all of them again.

It is our honor that Mr Liu Bin. vice-minister of the National Education
Commission, wrote his encouragement and appreciation to our book. We are
truly grateful for his concern and help.

This is our first attempt in introducing the specified animals for conservation
by the state with authentic photos and illustrations. Please be kind enough to give
us your opinions and criticism if you find any errors due to pressures of time and

insufficient reference materials.

The Authors
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