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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

It is at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture, with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The sixth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Snake

Shi Shi refers to the time from 9am to 11am. It is said that at this period of
time, the snake does not hurt people and does not appear on the road. The
snake would always hide itself in the thick grass at this period of time. So Shi
Shi belongs to the snake.

In the folk paper-cut, the image of the snake frequently appeared is "the
snake twines round the rabbit", spread in Shan'xi and Shanxi. In the folk
there are proverbs like, "to be rich, let the snake twines round the rabbit" and
"you can be surely getting rich and prosperous if you have happy pearl and
pomegranate and let the snake twines round the rabbit." The snake repre-
sents the male, which is managing the exterior business, wise and good at
collecting treasures, while the rabbit symbolizes the female, which is mild,
obedient and good at keeping the treasures. In the folk, if a male is born in
the year of the snake, and his wife born in the year of the rabbit, the mar-
riage would be the luckiest. The worship to the snake implies the worship to
reproduction. Fuxi and Nuwa, who is said to create the human being in the
myth, are the gods with human's head and snake body in the brick drawings
of Han Dynasty.
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EPHAEZ:  13.0cm x 11.4cm

an, Shan'xi 13.0cm = 11.4cm

~( e Twelve Symbolic Animals - the six e twelve E: B e
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P 1 9.8cm x 9.8cm

The Snake Twines round the Rabbit
Shanxi 9.8cm x 9.8cm
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8.4cm x 10.6¢

1I'xi 8.4c % 10.6cm
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Ikt PRAHEEZ:  10.4cm x 22.0cm

The Snake with Five Poisons
Yan'an. Shan'xi 10.4cm  x 22.0cm
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g = 18.0cm x 20.0cm




