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Section 29.1 A

Terry O'Toole interviews All American FP Herschel
Laker (HL).

Terry:

HL:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:

HL:

Good morning, Mr. Laker. I'm so glad you
found time in your busy schedule to share
a few moments for this interview. We really ||
appreciate it.

Good morning, Terry. I'm always happy to talk
to you. Thanks for having me®.

To begin with, I'd like to ask you a few
questions about your early years. What were
your dreams as a youngster in rural Georgia?
I come from a very small town and folks
in small towns rarely have big dreams. My

biggest dream growing up was to someday | |

go to the big city®, Atlanta.

So, you didn‘t dream of being a football star
when you were young?

No. Football was just a game to play. I had
no dreams of becoming a professional
player. It was like wanting to go to the moon.
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Terry:
HE:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:
HL:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:
HL:

Terry:

planned on doing was join the military. That
was what boys back then planned on doing
when they grew up.

What was it like growing up in a small town?

I believe it gave me a lot of values. My parents
were not that well off. But I learned from
them the value of hard work and discipline. I
remember my father and mother getting up
early to go to work. I never once heard them
complain. In spite of® being out at work all
day, they always had time for us kids when
they got back.

So your parents were a big influence on you
in your early years.

Yes, definitely. You see, I wasn't particularly
good looking, or even good at anything. My
sister was better at everything. But they never
once made me feel like a loser. I was valued
and that gave me confidence.

Who was your role model as a kid?

My parents and God. I used to read the Bible
a lot and drew a lot of inspiration from that.
It's entirely personal and I don’t believe in
forcing my beliefs on anyone. But my beliefs
have shaped® me into what I am today.

What has been the biggest challenge that
you have had to overcome?

I would have to say racism. And the biggest
problem with racism is that people do not
want to face it; they'd rather slide it under
the rug® and pretend it's not there.

How do you deal with something like that?

I firmly believe that no one is better than
another and I believe in myself.

So in spite of all that, you've become one of
the most famous football players America has
ever seen. How did you build yourself up?

New words




HL:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:

HL:

Like I said my parents were poor and so was

the school that I went to. They didn't have

any fancy equipment or gym or anything. I
started out on my own. I used to do push-
ups and sit-ups. I would go as high as 2000
to 3000 push-ups and sit-ups. I soon figured
out how I could work out various parts of my
body without machines or equipment. That's
how I started out.

What was one of the most memorable
moments in your early career in college
football?

I would have to say winning the Heisman
trophy for the best college football player
in America. At that time I didn't even know
what the Heisman trophy was. I was the
first freshman ever to be nominated and in
my junior year I won it. I only realized later
on what it really meant; that I was the best
college athlete. That inspired me to greater
heights.

What was it like to go from college to the
pros?

Very, very exciting. I learnt a lot, especially
how to do the same thing with less effort and
more productivity.

What did it feel like to be out there on the
field carrying the football? Did you feel
nervous?

I didn't feel nervous. On the contrary, I found
it very exciting. I was thrilled to be out there.
You don't even wait to see who's behind you
or beside you; you just feel these things. You
get the ball and things happen quickly. You
see this guy coming in to tackle you; you see
the look in his eyes; you wonder what he's
going to do. It's all in a matter of moments.

New words §




Terry:

HL:

Terry:
HL:

Terry:
HL:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:

HL:

Terry:

HL:

Like I said it's very exciting.

What does it feel like to be in the huddle? Do
you ask for the ball?

The quarterback knows I want the ball. If time

is running out and we are behind I certainly | '

want that ball. In fact all of them want that
ball. There are guys who are scared of taking
the last possible shot and losing, but if you're
a professional you want to take that last shot,
no matter what.

Are you afraid of getting hurt?

Honestly, no. What's an injury? Everyone gets
hurt. It's part of the game.

What has been your biggest disappointment?
In sports or personal life? In sports, maybe
not winning a Super Bowl. Personally,
nothing. If I had to live my life over again, I
wouldn't want to change any of it.

Is football your only interest in life, or are
there any secret ambitions you would like to
explore?

I'd love to be in the FBL It's a private dream.
I've spent two weeks at the FBI training in
Virginia. I also like martial arts. I've always
wanted to do a martial arts movie with Chuck
Norris. I'm on the U.S. Bobsledding team and
I have danced the ballet. So by no means®
am I only a sportsman.

What advice would you give a youngster
wanting to follow in your footsteps?

I would say to them it is important to believe
in yourself and strive to be the best you can
be®. You should compete against yourself not
the other guy.

Thank you very much, Mr. Laker. That was a
very inspiring talk we just had.

Thank you, Terry. I really loved talking to you.
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Section 29.1 B o

Arielle and Joey leave for the hospital.

Arielle: Come on, TV star, Dr. Doug's expecting
us.

Joey: I'm coming, but I really don't feel the
need to see the doctor. It's not as if 1|
broke a bone or something. »

Arielle: 1 don't like the look of that bruise on your
neck. I've called Dr. Doug and he said he
can see you at ten today.

Joey: It's just a bit sore, that's all. I'm sure it'll
fade away®. Please don't put that neck
brace on me again.

Arielle: T'll let the doctor decide that. It's not a
neck brace you need: you need to be
chained to your bed. How could you even
think of going out behind my back? I fully
expected you to be resting at home.

Joey: 1 just went out for some exercise and
fresh air. It's not as if I went looking for
trouble.

Arielle: You're real lucky those cops were out
there, or else, who knows what could
have happened?

Joey: T've no idea why that guy beat me up®. I
haven't seen him before in my life.

Arielle: Maybe you remind him of someone he
hates. Come on, hurry up.

They arrive at the hospital. -
Dr. Doug: Hello, Arielle, Joey. Come in and take a| @
seat, I've been expecting you.

Arielle: Good morning, doctor, I'm really glad you
could fit Joey in for this morning.

Dr. Doug: Why not? Now that he's a celebrity, | | %7 #%
it should be good publicity for the |
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Downtown Hospital. Seriously though,
Joey, I need to have a good look at you.
So follow Nurse Barnes here and get
ready for a checkup, I'll be with you in a
moment.

Joey leaves with Nurse Barnes.

Barnes:

Dr. Doug:

Arielle:

Dr. Doug:

Arielle:

Dr. Doug:

Arielle:

Come along, Joey. We need to get you a
gown.

Well, Arielle, what exactly happened to
Joey?

I've no idea. All I know is that he came
home in a patrol car. And if that wasn't
strange enough, he had these bruises
on him. He refused to let me take him to
hospital at night, saying he just wanted
to sleep®. But this morning I thought you
should have a look at him, just to make
sure his old injuries haven't been acting
up®.

That was a smart move, Arielle. I'll have a
look at him right away. Do you have any
idea who the attacker was?

No, neither does Joey. It seems to be
a random attack. Anyway the cops are
investigating, so we just have to wait and
see.

I see. Please wait here, Arielle, while I go
and have a look at Joey. Help yourself to
coffee and magazines.

Sure, thanks.

Dr. Doug comes out after he has examined Joey.

Arielle:
Dr. Doug:

How is he, doctor? Is he okay?

He's alright except for the bruises, which
may take time to heal. However, he is very
tense and he needs to get plenty of good
sleep, rest, and relaxation. So I'm going

NEew words




Arielle:

Dr. Doug:

Arielle:

Dr. Doug:

to prescribe some medicine that will help
him do that.

That's such a relief, doctor. I was worried
his old head injury may have become
worse.

Fortunately he didn't get hit in the same
spot again. This time he took it around
his neck. It appears as if the assailant was
attempting to choke him. He has also
been punched in the ribs. But there are
no broken bones. He has three bruises on
his torso. I'll have a report ready for the
cops if they are interested.

They are investigating; I'm sure they'll be | =

coming around. Thanks for everything
doctor.

You're welcome, Arielle. You can get this
prescription filled at the pharmacy.

Joey comes out of the examination room.

Arielle:
Joey:
Dr. Doug:

Joey:

I'll do that right away. Come on, Joey.
Thanks, doc.

No worries, Joey. Keep yourself out of
trouble.

I will.

They leave the doctors and go to the pharmacy.

Arielle:
Joey:

Arielle:

Joey:

Arielle:

Looks like a long line at the pharmacist.
You know, you could just go along
and I could wait here and pick up the
prescription.

No way. I'm going to wait here and pick
it up myself. I don't trust you that much
anymore.

Aw, come on, Arielle. That's a very unkind
thing to say.

Is it? Why weren't you at home like you
said you'd be? You told me you're going to

New words




Joey:

Arielle:

Joey:

bed. Then how come you were out with
Hui? And you've been going out before that
when you were supposed to be in bed.

I was so bored. I didn't want to worry you.
I figured you'd be more chilled out if you
thought I was at home. Honestly, Arielle,
you don't really expect me to go to bed and
stay there all day. Geez, I'm not a toddler
you know.

Well, if that's how you felt you should've
told me the truth.

I didn't think of it as lying, maybe a white lie,
you know, the kind where you don't mean
any harm. Why don't you sit here? I'll go get
the number.

Arielle sits down to wait. Joey stands in line to get the

number. They get their turn about 10 minutes later.

Pharm:
Joey:
Pharm:

Joey Kbbel!

I'm here.

So, Joey. What we have here for you are
sleep medication. You are to take one in the
morning after your breakfast and another




one late in the evening. Is that clear?
Joey: Yes.

Pharm: While you're on medication, you're not
supposed to drive or operate machinery
that needs you to be fully aware of® what
you're doing. In fact, I'd advise you to stay
in bed as far as possible.

Joey: Okay.

Pharm: Are there any questions you'd like to have

answered, Joey?
Joey: Nope.

Arielle: Do you have anything for those bruises?

Pharm: Here, let me see. Hmmm, these appear to
be fairly recent. You can apply some aloe
vera gel on them; that should help. You
can get them over the counter. Was there
anything else?

Arielle: No, I don't think so.

Pharm: Here's your receipt. You need to take this
over to the cashier at the next counter. You'll | JLESTRELE 8.4 5 Ltid [V 30
get your prescription once you've paid.

Arielle: Thanks, we'll do that.

They make payment, get the medicines and leave.
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Section 29.2 A

Dr. Doug phones in for Joey's patient report for the
police.

Dr. Doug: Hello, could you put me through® to
the emergency services, please?

Operator: 1t might take me a while, would you
like me to call you back or would you
rather hold?

Dr. Doug: T'll hold, thanks.

Operator: Very well, then.

He's put through after a few minutes.
ES: Emergency services, how may I help
you?

Dr. Doug: Hello, this is Dr. Doug, I need a patient
report for Joey Kebbel. He was brought
in on Monday the 15th of December.

ES: T'll have to contact the paramedics who
were on duty at the time. Can I get
back to you on this, doctor?

Dr. Doug: Sure, but don't take too long. This is
needed for a police investigation.

ES: T'll do my best. You'll probably get it
within an hour or two.

Dr. Doug: Thanks.

Dr. Doug gets a call from reception.

Receptionist: Hello, Dr. Doug, there are two cops
from the NYPD here asking to see you.
Shall I send them up?

Dr. Doug: Can you tell them I'm yet to receive
the report they need. Ask them if it's
possible for them to come after an
hour.

Receptionist: Okay.I'll talk to them.
Dr. Doug holds the line.
Receptionist: Yes, they said they'll be back at one.
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