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Abstract: This is an interview with Yin Qiping, professor and dean of School
of Foreign Languages, Hangzhou Normal University. Both the interviewer
and the interviewee talk in an impromptu way about the topics Professor Yin
has dealt with in his monograph A History of English Fiction Criticism , such as
the paradox concerning realist and anti-realist literary works, proceeding to
further discussions on the paradox of “the downward progress” in Yin’s more
recent work Deliberating Discourse of Progress. Prior to the interview Yin has

shared with the interviewer his manuscript of an unpublished book which is a
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study on the evolution of the notion of culture. Yin holds that, given the
context of capitalism, the irrationality of rationality is an unsolvable paradox
which gives rise to a dozen of derivative cultural paradoxes. Over the past
three hundred years, literati, social cultural critics, and other thinkers have
been making great endeavor to explore the cultural paradoxes, thereby
working out possible solutions embodying their various visions.

Key words: Yin Qiping; culture; paradox; progress; expectation
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