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Chapter One School Education I
F1E ERHEE(—)

1.1 Quiz XtEXKY

1. How many years is the primary education in U.S. A. ?

2. What is K-127

3. How old do most children enter the public education system?
4. Which numbers does the U.S. use for naming grades?

5. When is a major chosen?

6. Where does the fund of education in the United States come?
7. How long do most states require that their school districts within the state teach?
8. Why do most students enter the public schools?

9. What is NCLB?

10. What are the students in the tenth grade referred to as?
Keys:

1.5.

2. The twelfth grade.

. Around ages five or six.

. Ordinal numbers.

. The second of college.

. Federal , state ,and local government.
. For 180 days a year.

. They charge for free.

. No Child Left Behind Act.

10. Sophomores.
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1.2 Brainstorming X ft# &

Gifted Child

Continuing Education NCLB

School Education

Compulsory Education IDEA

1. NCLB

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 is a United States Act of Congress concerning the
education of children in public schools. NCLB supports standards-based education reform,
which is based on the belief that setting high standards and establishing measurable goals can
improve individual outcomes in education. The Act requires states to develop assessments in
basic skills to be given to all students in certain grades, if those states are to receive federal
funding for schools. The Act does not assert a national achievement standard ; standards are
set by each individual state.
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2.IDEA

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a United States federal law that
governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special education, and
related services to children with disabilities. It addresses the educational needs of children
with disabilities from birth to age 18 or 21 in cases that involve 13 specified categories of
disability. The IDEA is “spending clause” legislation, meaning that it only applies to those
States and their local educational agencies that accept federal funding under the IDEA. While
States declining such funding are not subject to the IDEA, all States have accepted funding
under this statute and are subject to it.
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3. Gifted Child

A gifted child is extremely curious and has excellent memory, long attention span,
intense interests and unusual and/or vivid imagination. His thinking is fluent, flexible,

elaborate and original. He has excellent reasoning and problem solving skills, as well as well-

developed powers of abstraction, conceptualization, and synthesis.
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4. Compulsory Education

Education is compulsory for all children in the United States. The ages for compulsory
education vary by state. It begins from ages five to eight and ends from ages fourteen to

eighteen. Compulsory education requirements can generally be satisfied by educating children

(1) DHBRIHE k38

in public schools, state-certified private schools, or an approved home school program.
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5. Continuing Education

,—0

Continuing education is an all-encompassing term within a broad spectrum of post-
secondary learning activities and programs. The term is used mainly in the United States and
Canada. Recognized forms of post-secondary learning activities within the domain include
degree credit courses by non-traditional students, non-degree career training, workforce
training, formal personal enrichment courses ( both on-campus and online) , self-directed
learning (such as through Internet interest groups, clubs or personal research activities) and
experiential learning as applied to problem solving.
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1.3 Background Knowledge Xt %%

1. Preschool

There are no mandatory” public prekindergarten programs in the United States. The
federal government funds the Head Start preschool program for children of low-income
families, but most families are responsible for finding preschool or childcare.

In the large cities, there are sometimes preschools catering® to the children of the
wealthy. Because some wealthy families see these schools as the first step toward the Ivy
League, there are even counselors who specialize in assisting parents and their toddlers®
through the preschool admissions process. Increasingly, a growing body of preschools are
adopting international standards such as the International Preschool Curriculum.

4ILE
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2. Elementary School

Historically, in the United States, local public control (and private alternatives) have
allowed for some variation in the organization of schools. Elementary school includes
kindergarten through fifth grade (or sometimes, to fourth grade, sixth grade or eighth grade).
In elementary school, basic subjects are taught, and students often remain in one or two
classrooms throughout the school day, with the exceptions of physical education (“P.E.” or
“gym” ), library, music, and art classes. There are (as of 2001) about 3. 6 million children
in each grade in the United States.

Typically, the curriculum® in public elementary education is determined by individual

school districts. The school district selects curriculum guides and textbooks that are reflective
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of a state’s learning standards and benchmarks? for a given grade level. Learning Standards
are the goals by which states and school districts must meet adequate yearly progress (AYP)
as mandate®by No Child Left Behind (NCLB). This description of school governance? is
simplistic at best, however, and school systems vary widely not only in the way curricular
decisions are made but also in how teaching and learning take place. Some states and/or
school districts impose more top-down® mandates than others. In others, teachers play a
significant role in curriculum design and there are few top-down mandates. Curricular
decisions within private schools are made differently than they are in public schools, and in
most cases without consideration of NCLB.

Public Elementary School teachers typically instruct between twenty and thirty students of
diverse learning needs. A typical classroom will include children with a range of learning
needs or abilities, from those identified as having special needs of the kinds listed in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to those that are cognitively, athletically or
artistically gifted. At times, an individual school district identifies areas of need within the
curriculum. Teachers and advisory administrators form committees to develop supplemental®
materials to support learning for diverse learners and to identify enrichment for textbooks.
Many school districts post information about the curriculum and supplemental materials on
websites for public access.

In general, a student learns basic arithmetic” and sometimes rudimentary® algebra©
in mathematics, English proficiency (such as basic grammar, spelling, and vocabulary) ,
and fundamentals of other subjects. Learning standards are identified for all areas of a
curriculum by individual States, including those for mathematics, social studies, science,
physical development, the fine arts, and reading. While the concept of State Learning
standards has been around for some time, No Child Left Behind has mandated that standards
exist at the State level.

Elementary School teachers are trained with emphases on human cognitive and
psychological development and the principles of curriculum development and instruction.
Teachers typically earn either a Bachelors or Masters Degree in early childhood and
elementary education. The teaching of social studies and science are often underdeveloped in
elementary school programs. Some attribute this to the fact that elementary school teachers are
trained as generalists® , however, teachers attribute this to the priority placed on developing
reading, writing and math proficiency in the elementary grades and to the large amount of
time needed to do so. Reading, writing and math proficiency greatly affect performance in

social studies, science and other content areas. Certification standards for teachers are
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determined each local school district gives each teacher a book to give to the students for each
subject, and brief overviews of what by individual states, with individual colleges and
universities determining the rigor of the college education provided for future teachers. Some
states require content area tests, as well as instructional skills tests for teacher certification in
that state.

The broad topic of Social Studies may include key events, documents, understandings,
and concepts in American history, and geography, and in some programs, state or local
history and geography. Topics included under the broader term “science” vary from the
physical sciences such as physics and chemistry, through the biological sciences such as
biology, ecology, and physiology. Most states have predetermined the number of minutes that
will be taught within a given content area. Because No Child Left Behind focuses on reading
and math as primary targets for improvement, other instructional areas have received less
attention. There is much discussion within educational circles about the justification and
impact of having curricula that place greater emphasis on those topics (reading, writing and
math ) that are specifically tested for improvement.
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(1) DHRTHE -8

’———0

3 mandate n. Bk
@ governance n. EH

®) top-down adj. HLVEH ™% T
© supplemental  adj. AR, BHNH
@ arithmetic n. BAR

rudimentary adj. WRAH), KK EH
©) algebra n. ¥

(0 generalist n. ZiEF

3. Junior and Senior High School

Middle school and junior high school include the grade levels intermediate between
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elementary school and senior high school. “Middle school” usually includes sixth, seventh
and eighth grade; “junior high school” typically includes seventh through ninth grade. The
range defined by either is often based on demographic® factors, such as an increase or
decrease in the relative numbers of younger or older students, with the aim of maintaining
stable school populations. At this time, students are given more independence, moving to
different classrooms for different subjects, and being allowed to choose some of their class
subjects ( electives ). Usually, starting in ninth grade, grades become part of a student’s
official transcript. Future employers or colleges may want to see steady improvement in grades
and a good attendance record on the official transcript. Therefore, students are encouraged to
take much more responsibility for their education.

Senior high school is a school attended after junior high school. High school is often used
instead of senior high school and distinguished from junior high school. High school usually
runs either from 9th through 12th, or 10th through 12th grade. The students in these grades
are commonly referred to as freshmen (grade 9), sophomores ( grade 10), juniors ( grade
11) and seniors ( grade 12).

® Basic curricular structure

Generally, at the high school level, students take a broad variety of classes without
special emphasis in any particular subject. Curricula vary widely in quality and rigidity; for
example, some states consider 65 (on a 100-point scale) a passing grade, while others
consider it to be as low as 60 or as high as 75. Students are required to take a certain
minimum number of mandatory subjects, but may choose additional subjects ( “electives” ) to
fill out their required hours of learning.

The following minimum courses of study in mandatory subjects are required in nearly all
U. S. high schools:

Science (usually two years minimum, normally biology, chemistry and physics)

Mathematics (usually two years minimum, normally including algebra, geometry, pre-
calculus, statistics, and even calculus)

English (usually four years minimum, including literature, humanities, composition,
oral languages, etc. )

Social sciences (usually three years minimum, including various histories, government/
economics courses )

Physical education ( at least one year)

Many states require a “health” course in which students learn about anatomy, nutrition

first aid, sexuality, drug awareness and birth control. Anti-drug use programs are also usually
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part of health courses. In many cases, however, options are provided for students to “test
out” of this requirement or complete independent study to meet it. Foreign language and some
form of art education are also a mandatory part of the curriculum in some schools.

® Electives

Common types of electives include;

Computers ( word processing, programming, graphic design)

Athletics ( cross country, football, baseball, basketball, track and field, swimming,
tennis, gymnastics, water polo, soccer, wrestling, cheerleading, volleyball, lacrosse, ice
hockey, field hockey, boxing, skiing/snowboarding, golf)

Career and Technical Education ( Agriculture/Agriscience, Business/Marketing, Family
and Consumer Science, Health Occupations, and Technology Education, including

Publishing (journalism/student newspaper, yearbook/annual, literary magazine) )

Performing Arts/Visual Arts ( choir, band, orchestra, drama, art, ceramics,

photography, and dance)

Foreign languages ( Spanish and French are common; Chinese, Latin, Greek, German,
Italian, Arabic, and Japanese are less common)

Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

® Advanced Courses

Many high schools provide Advanced Placement ( AP) or International Baccalaureate
(IB) courses. These are special forms of honors classes where the curriculum is more challenging
and lessons more aggressively paced than standard courses. AP or IB courses are usually taken
during the 11th or 12th grade of high school, but may be taken as early as 9th grade.

Most post-secondary institutions take AP or IB exam results into consideration in the
admissions process. Because AP and IB courses are intended to be the equivalent of the first
year of college courses, post-secondary institutions may grant unit credit, which enables
students to graduate earlier. Other institutions use examinations for placement purposes only :
students are exempted from introductory course work but may not receive credit towards a
concentration, degree, or core requirement. Institutions vary in the selection of examinations
they accept and the scores they require to grant credit or placement, with more elite
institutions tending to accept fewer examinations and requiring higher scoring. The lack of
AP, IB, and other advanced courses in impoverished inner-city high schools is often seen as a
major cause of the greatly differing levels of post-secondary education these graduates go on to
receive, compared with both public and private schools in wealthier neighborhoods.

Also, in states with well-developed community college systems, there are often
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